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ANYTHING THAT MOVES: 


THE MAGAZINE FOR THE DISCRIMINATING BISEXUAL 


MOVE (MOOV): 1. TO ADVANCE, PROGRESS, OR MAKE PROGRESS. 2. TO CHANGE PLACE OR POSITION. 3. 10 TAKE ACTION. 4. 10 PROMPT, 
ACTUATE OR IMPEL INTO ACTION. 5. ACTION TOWARD AN END: A STEP. 6. 10 SET IN MOTION; STIR OR SHAKE. 





ABOUT OUR NAME... 


Our choice to use this title for the magazine has been 
nothing less than controversial. That we would choose to rede- 
fine the stereotype that “bisexuals will fuck anything that 
moves,” to suit our own purposes has created myriad reactions. 
Those critical of the title feel we are purporting the stereotype 
and damaging our image. Those in favor of its use see it as a 
movement away from the stereotype, toward bisexual empow- 
erment. 

We deliberately chose the radical approach. We are creat- 
ing dialogue through controversy. We are challenging people to 
face their own external and internal biphobia. We are demand- 
ing attention, and are re-defining “anything that moves” on our 
own terms. 


READ OUR LIPS: 

WE WILL WRITE OR PRINT OR SAY 
ANYTHING THAT MOVES US BEYOND THE 
LIMITING STEREOTYPES THAT ARE 
DISPLACED ONTO US. 


This magazine was created by bisexuals and their friends. 
All proceeds are invested into its production and the bisexual 
community, It is published by the Bay Area Bisexual Network 
and reflects the integrity and inclusive nature of the BABN 
Statement of Purpose. 47M was created out of pride; out of 
necessity; out of anger. We are tired of being analyzed, defined 
and represented by people other than ourselves—or worse yet, 
not considered at all. We are frustrated by the imposed isolation 
and invisibility that comes from being told or expected to 
choose either a homosexual or heterosexual identity. 
Monosexuality is a heterosexist dictate used to oppress homo- 
sexuals and to negate the validity of bisexuality. 

Bisexuality is a whole, fluid identity. Do not assume that 
bisexuality is binary or duogamous in nature: that we have “two” 
sides or that we MUST be involved simultaneously with both 
genders to be fulfilled human beings. In fact, don’t assume that 
there are only two genders. Do not mistake our fluidity for con- 
fusion, irresponsibility, or an inability to commit. Do not equate 
promiscuity, infidelity, or unsafe sexual behavior with bisexual- 
ity. Those are human traits that cross ALL sexual orientations. 
Nothing should be assumed about anyone's sexuality—includ- 
ing your own. 

We are angered by those who refuse to accept our exis- 


tence; our issues; our contributions; our alliances; our voice. It is 
time for the bisexual voice to be heard. Do not expect each 
magazine to be representative of all bisexuals, for our diversity 
is too vast. Do not expect a clear-cut definition of bisexuality to 
jump out from the pages. We bisexuals tend to define bisexual- 
ity in ways that are unique to our own individuality. There are 
as many definitions of bisexuality as there are bisexuals. Many 
of us choose not to label ourselves anything at all, and find the 
word ‘bisexual’ to be inadequate and too limiting. Do not 
assume that the opinions expressed are shared by all bisexuals, 
by those actively involved in the Bisexual Movement, by the 
ATM« staff, or the BABN Board of Directors. 

What you can expect is a magazine that, through its inclu- 
sive and diverse nature, creates movement away from external 
and internal limitations. 

This magazine is about ANYTHING THAT MOVES: 
that moves us to think; that moves us to fuck (or not); that 
moves us to feel; that moves us to believe in ourselves—To Do 
It For Ourselves! 


about BABN... 


The Bay Area Bisexual Network is an alliance of bisexual 
and bi-supportive groups, individuals, and resources in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. BABN is coalescing the bisexual commu- 
nity and creating a movement for acceptance and support of 
human diversity by coordinating forums, social events, oppor- 
tunities, and resources. We support relationships among people 
regardless of gender, which can include relating intellectually, 
emotionally, spiritually, sensually, and sexually. We support 
celibacy, monogamy, and non-monogamy as equally valid 
lifestyle choices. We support open expression of affection and 
touch among people without such expression necessarily having 
sexual implications. The BABN is by nature educational in that 
we are supporting the rights of all women and men to develop 
as whole beings without oppression due to age, race, religion, 
color, class or different abilities, nor because of sexual prefer- 
ence, gender identity, gender preference and/or responsible 
consensual sexual behavior preferences. We also support accep- 
tance in employment, housing, healthcare, and education. This 
includes access to complete sexual information, free expression 
of responsible consensual sexual activity, and other freedoms. 
Membership is open to all bi-positive people whether or not 
they consider themselves bisexual. 
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Dear Anything That Moves, 
It was with great pleasure that I read 
in your most recent issue Carrie Yury's 
review of my poetry volume, Telling the 
Beads: Sonnets. Her perceptive readings 
and reflections were all that a poet could 
hope for in a book review. I'd like to add 
only more exact information than 
appeared there about how copies might be 
most cheaply obtained: send $11 ($1 of 
which is for postage) to 
M. S. Montgomery 
P.O. Box 1189 
Princeton, NJ 08542 
email: <michael@princeton.edu> 
Sincerely, 
Mike 'M. S.’ Montgomery 


Dear Anything That Moves, 

Thanks for sending offers to have 
our people send articles, artwork, comics, 
etc. I will post your letter and items at 
The Atomic Cafe in Rapid City. In addi- 
tion, I will submit an article sometime in 
the future about bisexual goings on in 
western South Dakota if I think I know 
enough about it. It may be very general. 

The cafe, by the way, is a gather- 
ing place for people who are, shall we say, 
an alternative crowd for this community. 
On 7th street in downtown Rapid City, 
the A cafe as it has become know is always 
a gathering place for people in search of 
anything. The crowd is usually young, 
15-25, One hears stories from the Buck 
and Gater Bar on Sturgis Road in Rapid 
City. It's a place that used to be a gay bar 
and became a motorcycle hangout, and 
now is still a motorcycle hangout, but I've 
heard of guys who go there and get picked 
up. There are two bookstores in town, 
one gay mostly and the other straight 
mostly. I know of no bisexual groups, 
nudist camps, etc. The local gay bar 
which was really a mixed place got closed 
down in Black Hawk because a local min- 
ister got outraged that a gay bar was open 
two blocks from his church. A lot of the 
citizens filed noise complaints and finally 
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the liquor license was pulled **7 
by the Meade County |-“4 
Commission last | . 
December. 
Because of a 
glitch, they b : 
continued | %« 
with their beer 

and wine license 
until it was not possible to go 

on any more. The bar closed in 

April, I believe. There were even 

noise reports filed with local police agen- 
cies on nights when the bar wasn't even 
open. I've attached a copy of a newspa- 
per article that appeared this week, some- 
thing for your news file. 

Let's stay in touch. I like the idea of 
your mag. Funny name. Good luck. We 
don't have a lot of bisexuals contacting us. 
We don't have a lot of people contacting 
us at all. They are all afraid, it seems, of 
employment, of violence, of themselves. 
We're growing slowly. | 

Sincerely, 

Barry Wick, Executive Director 

South Dakota Gay, Lesbian and 
Bisexual Federation 





Dear Anything That Moves, 

Your magazine is an island where I 
can encounter truly valuable and unique 
opinions around the politics/culture of 
sexuality. At the very least, one can say 
that very few magazines embrace diversity 
as much as yours does! Keep up the excel- 
lent work! 

Yours in bisexual solidarity, 

Scott Redding 

North York, Ontario 


(A response from the Colorado Legal 
Initiatives Project, to a letter from Matt 
LeGrant?) 

Dear Mr. LeGrant, 

Everyone here at our organization 
truly apologizes for the omission of 
including Bisexuals in our recent fundrais- 
ing letter. It was not our intent to remove 
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- Bisexuals from our agenda what- 
soever. It was a very careless mistake 
on our part, The only explanation I can 
offer you is that at the time we were 
preparing the letter we were in the pro- 
cess of leaving for Washington, D.C. to 


argue the Amendment 2 case, and it was a 


terrible oversight. 

As you can see from our pre- 
jc vious fundraising letter 1 have sent 
ee you, we did include Bisexuals. | 
can very much reassure you that this will 
never every happen again! We are sorry if 
in any way this offended you and if it 
caused you to doubt that our mission is 
unworthy of your attention. Please feel 
confident in that we are working very hard 
to maintain civil rights for all Bisexua/s, 
gays, and lesbians. 

With our sincerest apology, 
Robin Ryan Akers 

Office Manager 

Colorado Legal Initiatives Project 








Anything That Moves 


EDITORIAL THOUGHTS 


This month's editorial is a shameless plug for the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force. Despite the horribly nar- 
row name, I have returned from Creating Change '95 in Detroit, 
the NGLTF’s policy institute (aka four days of flirting and work- 
shops), and was completely impressed by their efforts and energy, 
and how much they "get" a lot of the inclusive stuff, They go into 
rural, suburban, and urban America, raise money for the local 
folks, and help to fight and organize in the midst of intense homo- 
hatred. Picture the union organizer going into small mining 
towns and organizing the miners in the face of powerful and 
oftentimes violent coal companies. The NGLTYF does this for the 
queer communities, and they do this well, and the bisexual and 
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SHAMELESS PLUGS AND A GENDER SUMMIT 


transgender thang is becoming a larger and larger part of the over- 
all consciousness. _ 

So here is something to do-- support the NGLTF and 
at the same time get behind a name change by becoming a mem- 
ber and write letters to supporting a proposal to call it whatever 
you think it might be called. Something nice (or nasty) and inclu- 
sive, and it would hold the possibility for even larger coalitions. 

Which gets me to my second shameless plug. Last issue 
we printed the four page gender activist newsletter In Your Face in 
the back of the magazine, and which is included this issue as an 
insert. What the result has been is a huge alliance and trust-build- 
ing experience with the transgender community. Having met a 
whole host of amazing people at Creating Change, such as Riki 
Ann Wilchins, Shadow Morton, Nancy "Ninja" Nangeroni, 
Phyllis Frye, Dominique Leslie, and an f-t-m youth who can’t 
come out, I fell in love with these fierce, radical, transgender 
activists who are busy taking apart the foundations of genderism 
and homohatred instead of rallying around for assimilationist 
inclusion in the larger death culture. And Riki Ann argued very 
persuasively for a "Gender Summit.’ 

Why keep organizing by identity? Each time we do that, 
someone gets left out. First "gay," then "gay-lesbian,” then ‘“gay- 
lesbian-bisexual" then "gay-lesbian-bisexual-transgender” then 
"say-lesbian-bisexual-transgender-leather-fetish-polyamorous — 
and we're still leaving out proqueer straight women, profeminist 
straight men, and a whole host of others whose specific self-iden- 
tity we didn't include and perhaps haven't even heard about yet. 
SO... the deal is to host a summit and invite EVERYONE who 
is organizing around issues of sexuality and gender oppression. 
Everyone. NOW. PFLAG. NARAL. BiNET USA. The 
Transsexual Menace. Planned Parenthood. GMHC. NOMAS. 
Lyon-Martin Health Clinic. Hillary Clinton. Feminist Action 
Network. F-T-M. CUAYV. SETU's Lavender Caucus. Bridges. 
Bisexual Youth Initiative. BACORR. NGLTF. IGLHRC. 
United Nations. EVERYBODY. 

It seems an obvious solution, but one which hasn't, until 
now, been really advocated in a public arena. Sure, there will be 
snags, and difficulties achieving common ground. But an under- 
standing that in a social justice-multi-issue movement there is 
room for radical direct and reformist or legislative action will help 
us realize that we are a majority, not a minority. That if everyone 
who was for freedom from sexual and gender oppression stood 
together, it would be obvious how few in number those who are 
too insecure with themselves to enjoy other's differences really are. 

And, to paraphrase Elias Farajajé-Jones in his plenary 
speech at Creating Change, "We could stop arguing about all 
these-organizational names because we would be queers in inter- 
section." 


Mark Silver 


You can reach the NGLITF by writing to them at 2320 17th 
Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20009. 
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Anything That Moves welcomes unsolicited manuscripts, photographs, and illustrations. ATM is a venue for bisexual writers add 
artists for publication of their work, as well as a venue for work of interest to bisexuals. Priority is given to bisexual writers and artists. 
We are especially interested in work by people of color, transgender- or transsexual-identified, those who are differently abled, and those 
challenged by AIDS or HIV. ATM is particularly interested in material not previously published in addition to submissions from new of 
unpublished writers. Notification of acceptance will be made within 6-8 weeks, although publication date cannot be given (accepted 

_ material is often kept on file and considered for each new issue). Accepted material cannot be returned. Do not send originals, as 47M 
will not be responsible for them. Rejected material will be returned only if accompanied by the appropriate amount of postage. 

All submissions must be accompanied by a cover letter that includes a brief (30 words or less) biography of the writer and a list- 

ing of submissions by title. Please indicate if the contribution has been published or submitted for consideration elsewhere. Pen names 
are permitted; however, the author's real name, address, an phone number must accompany the submission {not for publication). 
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ATM accepts submissions such as literary, film, theater, and music 

reviews; fiction; non-fiction commentary and feature articles; and news report 
of the bisexual community or individuals. Submissions should be typed, double- 
spaced, and must include the author's name, addres and phone number on each 
page. A word count must appear on the title page.of the manuscript. 
Submissions must include a SASE. Handwritten, iliegible, or ne copy 
be returned. 
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FICTION: ATM publishes 15 Biceemetindectalien, Ph cage 
exceed 2500 words. Any content is up for consideration and need not address 
bisexuality specifically, however, bisexual. contest gyre: priority. Content. may 
. "or may not be erotic. 
NON-FICTION COMMENTARY: ATM peavides space for writers to explore 
contemporary issues related to bisexuality that are editorial in 
opinions and viewpoirits. Submissions should not exceed 600 words. 
Reviews: 47M will include reviews.of books, fin, music, conferences, 
elisbite. eiesiee: etc., related to bisexual artists, ‘topics, and/or themies as well 6 eub- 
_ jects of interest to bisexuals Reviews should not exceed 800 words. When poseit 
black &< white photo-or stat of reviewed book jackets, or black & white 
theatrical/portiolie proshotiondl photos to scrorripany:Soviews are greatly epoca 
oc. 
FEATURES 8 INTERVIEWS: ATM publidhes features relating'to any cul- 
* sl er ae health, relationship, et 


ATM weil gladly accept cassimocripts Gai disk ONLY if'ec anied by'a 
hard copy. Mi Word for Macon 40 og, paw al 
an ee eee ee 








ae 8 ee - 












PTGS Me 


ATM is interested in receiving black & white photo ere (ing eideite eatealt as sili scsi) thy 

graphics, and cartoons. Erotic/nude photos will be considered. All photos with models or subjeces with identifiahle andor: 
_ Ekenesses must be submitted with a signed photo release form and age statement to be considered. Tlusteations: ee 
tion, political columns, and features. Cartoons/comics can be in either: single panel or strip form, Thustrations ema be | 
velox, or clean photocopy form. Do not submit originals, as ATM cannot be ale for: them, ¥ hotigrap , 


tor’s name, address, and phone number must be attached. to the back of ench subimionon. 
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_ ie ict ee coed es ounsiclone by the seagel the 
“of the bus. Ray and Erika sat in the back of the near empty bus, not 
nearly ag romantic a setting as he would like, but it would have to 
do for now. Romance seems to have its time and place. 


Clear, watrn, moonlit nights brought out the romantic in | 


Ray, who had seen too much of life in the past few years to believe 
in romance anymore. The seemingly infinite darkness of the sky 


helped him drift off to thoughts of his lost lover. Ray had already: 


experienced the «unfairness of life, an AIDS widower at thirty. He 
wondered, on sensuous nigh ike this, why a life so beauiful had 
been. taken away... 

F Fein waa Weve fist new’ elutibuuliip ius long limersince 
college, in fact, and Ray felt it. He felt the awkwardness, the unusu- 
al feelings of comfort and fear. Ray liked spending time with Enka, 
her beauty and her quirkiness all made him believe what he was feel- 
ing, however scary it was. The long months of care-giving had been 
a drain on Ray's spirit and Erika's affection felt good. Ray was afraid 
7 Erika would not appreciate his own quirkinese~ what others had 
called his “perversions” or “kinks.” He wanted to tell her everything 
‘about himself; he felt so good with her, but how to bring up the sub- 
ject of sexual perversion? 

Ray wasn’t sure about many things in his life right now. 
A ca EER meron The new 
local queer papér, Queer Central, as an assistant nobody didn't exact- 
ly mean being invited to all the “right” parties, but he got a charge 
out of helping the publisher/editor/reporter, a big, brash riotous 
dyke who knew everybody and everything about , publish 


a weekly paper that people liked. His friends there had interesting 


lives and he liked the open-minded discussions they had. He won- 
dered if they'd be open- 2 eievled WY lerssaretl caleor cherie: 
: Ray's thoughts were not-so-subtly disturbed by the sud- 
den feeling of a hand rubbing his cock through his pants. “Wow! 
Erika! Okay! You've got my attention!” Ray hissed. 

“Do you like?” 


_2Of contsesvare you eure sou-wantto docthin hare? Ray. 


asked, shar: mii ssid Det Why had she done that?! 
Eka wai usually oo tentative, asking for perraission. What had got- 
ten into her? . , 
.. 2 “Mime” wus Ecika's answer as she tumed to kiss 
‘him, gently and tentative at first, deeply and confidently thereafter. 
“T'm in an adventurous mood tonight.” 


ah vimana set, ani: eacemeealaees saad k 


: nation, The Casting Couch Theatre. 


“Pilea, jan't this one of those Pasthebuck Coffee shops?” J 


"It és during the day~ at night they rent out the space in 
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iaeye can ho ietiepentene chockoen Gears im. eaekh a Sal Pps 


"An hour and a half later, Erika and Ray were aging os 


they and the ther patrons spilled out onto the sidewall _ 
"2 nbecueti-ouieiear ate 
7 he joked 
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‘Tl never get what spreading chocolate, strawberries, and 
whipped cream over their naked bodies has to do with Bolero, but 
it sure did look fin!” Erika whispered into Ray's ear. : 

"Let's take a walk along the waterfront.” Erika’s mind was 


running fast now. The anxiety she felt earlier was melting away — 


quickly. Adrenaline fed the confidence. She really wanted to do Ray 
now. She thought, We're downtown. It'll be another 20-minute bus 
ride home, perhaps longer this time of night. Damn. I want him 
now, if not sooner, We can't do it in public~ not the first time, at 
least. Wait a minute. That's it. My office. 

“Ray, have ] ever shown you where I work? It's nearby.” 

“No, you haven't, but, Erika, do you really want to visit 
your work on a Saturday night? I love walking by the waterfront, 
and I'd rather do that. It's such a beautiful night.” 

“Oh, c'mon. It's a really cute office on the 26th floor with 
a great view.” There was a slight sly grin on Erika’s face. 


_ “Afave a good night!” the security guard said with.a cheesy 
grin on his face, as Erika signed in. With her horniness, time and 
distance expanded to make the short walk too long and too far. 


Exika's mind and hormones were racing. The elevator? she thought, _ 


Nah, maybe next time. The office will be great. 
__ Raywas confused. He thought “The night started off with 
Erika’s hand on my cock on the bus and now, it seems like, she's 


_ wanting to go spelunking all over the place giving me a guided tour 


of her office.” A. late Saturday night at a generic downtown office 
dicin't seem very romantic, but he was willing to go with the flow. 
Maybe it would turn out to be fun. 

The office was cute despite being furnished with generic 
office furniture. Exika was right; the view twas spectacular. From the 
twenty-sixth floor, you could view the lights of the city and, by the 
moonlight, the slight contours of the hills surrounding the bay. 

“Nice view,” Ray said nonchalantly, guiping a bit from the 
height as he looked down out of the window. Another romantic 
view meant another chance to lose himself in thought. He won- 
dered what Ernesto would have thought. Ray suddenly feit a famil- 
iar hand grab onto his butt matched by equally familiar lips and 
tongue kissing, licking and biting the nape of his neck. Another 
hand reached to pinch his left nipple. Ray spun quickly and kissed 
Erika deeply with an intensity he felt through to his groin. Hands 
unbuttoned and tore clothes. Tongues caressed. The two naked 
lovers explored and experimented with pleasure, asking and want- 

_. “Kyika, I need to say something. I didn't bring any con- 
dorms or gloves with me. I have ‘em back at my place.” 
_. Whatever anxiety remained flushed from Erika. “You 
know, you're amazing. Don't say anything—” 
_ Ertka reached into her backpack and drew out that strip of 


~ Extra-Thin condoms, then reached down to the bottom drawer of 
~~ her desk and drew out-an 8 oz. container of lube and several gloves. 


“You think this is enough for tonight?” 
“What DO you DO at this office?” 
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by Linda Poezl 


Brian Douglas Young 6/26/55 — 3/29/95. Brian was my husband. Now, five months after 
his death, I feel moved to write this article to acknowledge the contribution he made to furthering 
understanding of sexual orientation, HIV/AIDS, and sexual diversity. He joined the Bay Area 
Bisexual Network Speakers Bureau in 1990 and began speaking about bisexuality for San Francisco 
State University. Both individually and with me, he spoke to more than 15 organizations and edu- 
cational institutions in the Bay Area and northern California including: University of California, SF; 
The Institute for the Advanced Study of Human Sexuality (SF); Sonoma State University, and the 
WEDGE Program (SF Department of Public Health HIV/AIDS education in public schools). By 
speaking his truth, he opened many minds, touched many hearts, and perhaps even saved some lives. 
What follows is his story. 





I met Brian through a mutual boyfriend. Bill and I already had a strong friendship and 
decided to move it to another level and become "erotic friends" (aka "fuck buddies"). Although Bill 
identified as bisexual, he had definitely had more sexual experience with male partners and was 
desiring some sexual contact with a woman, preferably someone like myself, who was also bi, and a 
friend who could understand him, accept all his fantasies, other male partners, etc. 

Our sex was hot and adventurous. We were primary partners, although not monogamous. 
Our communication around sex was open and easy, which was fortunate since this was the first time 
that I had to deal with safer sex leaving a 7-year, monogamous lesbian relationship. (Although Bill 
had tested HIV-negative, we decided to stick with ff 
condoms.) He was also seeing a couple of different 
men friends for sexual fun and games. One of these 
men, Brian, had been in a support group with him. 
Fortunately our relationship was fairly free of jeal- 
ousy, and he spoke very openly about his play with 
Brian. I was fascinated by his stories of day-long play 
sessions, especially those involving dressing-up, gen- 
der play, and S/M. Bill had also told Brian about 
me, and we decided to meet each other. Another 
detail Bill told me was that Brian was HIV-positive. 

In June of 1990, after a pleasant chat over | 
coffee, the three of us planned to get together for a 
leisurely day of pleasure. Our energies worked well 
together and we had a very hot time. I even got to, 
indulge in one of my favorite fantasies—watching 
two men together! 

After Bill left the Bay Area, Brian and I 
continued to date, have sex, and develop a warm | 
friendship. He was in good health and his HIV+ sta- 
tus didn't intrude too much, since we had our safe 
sex routine down pretty well. However, I was not. 
planning to get any more "serious." I knew what was | 
probably in store for him in the future, and didn't | 
think I wanted to take that on. 

As time passed, despite my intentions, | 
found myself falling in love with him. | had never 
met someone who embodied so well the playful 
aspect of the God—a true Dionysian man. Because 
he loved pleasure, had a creative and playful spirit, 
an accepting heart, and a willingness to be vulnera- 
ble; I found him to be a man I could feel totally safe 
with as a sexual woman. It reminded me of a real- 
ization I had once during a very hot and nasty ses- 
sion with my lesbian love. I knew that we could be ™™ :, a mes 
‘total sluts with each other’ and it would be emo- photo by Linda Poez! 
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tionally safe—a feeling I had never had with a man—and I wondered if this was only possible for 
me in a lesbian relationship. I discovered this feeling anew with Brian—and it represented a new 
level of healing—a healing of all my hurts around male sexuality. He brought the God back into my 
life. Our synergy and passion together was so good that I knew I had to grab this opportunity. HIV 
wasn't a reason not to love someone—not someone this special. After revealing my feelings to him, 
our hearts “iets and we ‘fell in love.’ I <—enn this sn: hoping that we would have some good 
years, yet also embracing 
the role of caregiver that | 
knew I would come to play 
| someday. The Goddess had 
| spoken very clearly to me 
and I knew this was right. 

Brian had often want- 
fed to bring the Goddess 
into sex play with a woman, 
but didn't know how to 
broach the subject, or even 
how to put it into words. 
When he found out I was a 
pagan at heart and found 
strength and inspiration in 
Goddess archetypes, he 
revealed his desire to me, 
and we went with it. Our 
. | sexuality took on a spiritual 
“1 dimension that I had never 
| before experienced. 
Sometimes during our love- 
making, he would imagine 
ei that he was fucking the 
2 Earth, offering his seed and 
spending himself on the 
Mother. For me he was the 
God Pan, the playful lover, that absolutely pure, innocent aspect of male sexuality—the one who 
desire to please, to pleasure, to play with and ravish his lover. 

And we did explore: S/M, bondage, sensation, gender play, nipple and ball torture, dil- 
dos, top/bottom/switch—and much, much more! He loved it that I was willing to top him. He 
wanted a woman to dominate him, use him for her own pleasure. He also liked to let that feminine 
part of himself out. There was a spot on his perineum behind his balls that he called his "man-cunt." 
When he was in that female energy place in himself, and I touched him there, it even felt like a cunt 
to me—a vagina. He even responded like a woman. There were many times we played lesbian lovers 
and he was the femme! 

And best of all I could let him dominate and use me—and it felt good and safe and heal- 
ing and hot. I loved serving my Prince (an image, by the way, that took me through the hardest 
times at the end of his life!). I learned what it meant to give myself to a man and feel good about it. 
I loved it that he was a man. I had found my tantric teacher/lover/brother. We became God and 
Goddess to each other. 

And, of course, the intensity of our relationship was fueled by the specter of AIDS. We 
lived with this shadow all the time. Sometimes after a passionate, ecstatic day of sex magic we would 
hug each other and weep. I would often awaken crying during the night. He would hold me and we 
would talk about the "monsters in the corners." We could feel them there even during the happiest 
of moments, knowing they would someday creep out and invade our life. 

And I would be dishonest if 1 didn't admit that sometimes an icy fear would clutch at my 
heart, and I would wonder—What am I doing? Will I get infected? HIV intruded into every act of 
lovemaking we ever had. There was always a hint of fear and then relief as he would withdraw from 
my vagina with the condom still intact. Amazingly, we never had an accident. Despite the poten- 
tial danger, I was willing to take the risk. Knowing and loving Brian was worth all of that. 

Turning our fears into action, we shared our intimate life with others, having a common 
mission to educate and inform. We began speaking as a couple, and developed workshops on eroti- 
cizing safer sex, starting with an inservice for the BABN Speakers Bureau in 1991. We spoke for 
numerous organizations and colleges on safer sex, HIV/AIDS, bisexuality, S/M. One of the things 
that made our message more powerful was that we were really living a loving, passionate, erotic life 
and doing it safely. We were living proof that safe sex worked. Our synergy made us a good team, 
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Brian CONTINUED 


and the teaching we did together was some of the most incredibly satisfying work I've ever done. 

We also put ourselves out there in the public sex arena—often going to safe sex and S/M 
parties. I discovered that | was an exhibitionist as well as a voyeur, and Brian and I often played to 
an audience at parties. After one particularly passionate and long session at a Links party, we were 
told by a number of observers that they had really enjoyed watching our beautiful scene. This felt 
like a significant compliment, since we were pretty vanilla compared to much of the heavier action 
going on around us. 

Brian was able to “retire” in 1991 because of his very low T-cell count, so he could con- 
serve his energy and take care of his health. As a result, he stayed healthy for a long time, consid- 
ering the state of his immune system. On the pagan holiday of Beltane (Rites of Spring) May 1, 
1993, we got married before a loving company of friends and family. It was our way of making a 
public affirmation of life, love, commitment and hope while living with HIV. 

His HIV disease eventually progressed as the “monsters” began their mevitable inva- 
sion-—psoriasis, Kaposi's sarcoma, CMV retinitis, wasting. In April 1994, Brian started chemother- 
apy for his pulmonary KS, and we slowly started to prepare for the inevitable. We began gathering 
support from our community, and we had more dialog with each other about death. I wanted to be 
clear about what his wishes were. This process was painful and incredibly intimate as we took our 
relationship to a deeper level. 

From the day we met until the day he died was slightly less than five years, but we lived 
those years very fully—did a "full-tilt boogie" together and made the most of every moment. During 
the last couple of months Brian shared some of his regrets. He wanted to be remembered as some- 
one who had made his mark on the world and really contributed to people's lives. I reminded him 
that he had indeed touched many people with his words and his presence and that the ripple he 
started continues out infinitely. 

On March 29, 1995 Brian died peacefully at home in my arms, just as we had wanted it 
to be. That night we laid him out in his leathers, and many friends came for a spontaneous and 
informal "wake." On April 30, 1995 our community came together to celebrate Brian's life. There 
was a group ritual during which many spoke of their memories, I was struck by the amazing diver- 
sity of the friends and their stories. It left no doubt in my mind that he had "made his mark’ on 
people's hearts and minds (and bodies!). There were tears and laughter—tt felt like a party. I felt 
sure that Brian would always be remembered—and most of all by me. 

Linda Poelz! is a sex educator, HIV testing counselor, massage therapist, and teacher. She recently 
completed training as a surrogate sex partner, and looks forward to her continuing journey of erotic 
self-discovery. 
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THe QUESTION: WHO'S OUTING WHOM?” 





As one of the organizers of the University of Kansas 
LesBiGay Awareness Week this year, I had the pleasure to 
meet and chaperone several of our esteemed guests. The speak- 
ers included Brenda and Wanda Hanson of Camp Sisterspirit, 
the bisexual community's very own Lani Ka'ahumanu, Olympic 
swimmer Greg Louganis, and Michelangelo Signorile, author 
of Queer in America and the champion of a closet-free media. 
This lineup had Kansas's own fundamentalist Rev. Fred Phelps 
up in arms and picketing our campus. 

Signorile was our final speaker and arrived at the end 
of the week. A darling of gays and lesbians, he is less favored in 
the bi community, perhaps due to his lack of sensitivity towards 
and inclusion of those for whom sexual orientation is not sim- 
ply a matter of men versus women. 

His concept of outing, although controversial to many 
queers, is well-measured and has greatly benefited the queer 
community. Outing arose as a response to gay public figures 
who damage the queer community by hiding or denying their 
sexual orientation. He feels that public figures who are gay and 
homophobic need to be outed if this country is ever to confront 
its homophobia. Members of our own community have been 
especially guilty in the heterosexualizing of life in the USA. 
Queer journalists and publicity agents have long co-opted and 
contructed these closets for queer public figures. Doubtlessly it 
is through the efforts of Signorile and other journalists from his 
now-defunct publication, Outweek, that an honest media repre- 
sentation of the lives of queer notables, from members of the 
US business world such as Malcom Forbes and David Geffen, 


to Hollywood celebrities and US lawmakers, is commonplace in 


the nineties. However, until this year, Signorile has been unable - 


to extend his mechanism for greater social justice to those 
queers with less monosexual inclinations. 

As founders of BiONiC, the all-purpose University of 
Kansas organization for bisexuals and bifriendlies, Chris 
Hampton and I were responsible for inviting bisexual activist 
Lani Ka'ahumanu to LesBiGay Awareness Week and were excit- 
ed to spend time with her. When she learned Signorile was 
speaking later in the week she filled us in on a recent confronta- 
tion he had at the Southeastern GLB Student Conference at 
Vanderbilt University. During a Q&A period, North Carolina bi 
activist Brad Dent of Billistic went to the mic and told Signorile 
he was impressed with his tactics and thought they were politi- 
cally useful. As a militant activist, Brad said he appreciated 
Signorile's contribution to the movement. He then ask if 
Signorile thought bisexual activists should out biphobic lesbian 
and gay leaders who are closeted bisexuals. Brad had to repeat the 
question twice pointing out the answers given were not related to 
the question he had asked. Eventually, Signorile called on some- 
one else and Brad sat down. Afterwards Brad and several other bi 
activists went up and questioned him again. Signorile's inane 
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by Johnny Bennett 
response was, "We are all family and should not be outing one 
another. It is important everyone works together." 

Although he makes a point of using the progressive 
term "queer" instead of "gay or lesbian", Signorile's logic is 
clearly archaic. His eagerness to keep bisexuality in its own lit- 
tle corner of the closet is brutishly irrational. On the way to the 
airport Lani encouraged Chris Hampton and me to challenge 
Signorile again. She pointed out that asking the question would 
raise the awareness of those in the audience and maybe even 
make a few of them nervous. 

Signorile's speech was interesting but regrettably for- 
matted as an abstract-like synopsis of Queer in America, and ended 
with a lengthy question and answer session. One of the last ques- 
tions of the evening was from Chris who asked, "How do you feel 
about bisexuals outing those bisexuals in the queer nghts move- 
ment who deny their different-sex attractions to gays and lesbians 
and thereby perpetuate biphobia?" For all his boyish charm 
Signorile's answer was curt and ridiculous. "I respect everyone's 
right to self definition." We had anticipated his answer. 

After the lecture Chris and I could not resist the 
opportunity to point out to Signorile that we felt his argument 
against bisexual outing was flawed, if not downright hypocriti- 
cal. Bisexuals outing deceitful gay and lesbian identified people 
in positions of power, be it in a queer context, or in the gener- 
al public eye, is justified. Signorile’s concept of outing has 
become a tool for all people. 

Later that evening, Chris and I accompanied Signorile 
from his lodgings to Lawrence, Kansas's modest but lively queer 
bar. It was a unique occasion to get to know one of the USA's most 
notable queers. During the ride to the bar Signorile admitted that 
our query had raised some doubts concerning his beliefs about 
bisexuals outing closeted bi's within the queer movement. He said 
that outing these people would be the nght thing to do. This was 
a great step for Signorile, in spite of the privacy of this confession. 
Queer in America, his book about outing, is concretely monosexist. 

Hopefully Signorile will stick to his new-found guns. 
If any reader has the chance to hear Signorile speak, J encour- 
age you to test his new broadened perspective on sexuality. 
Even if you choose not to heckle this good-natured queer, he is 
definitely worth hearing. However, a word of caution, don't 


read the book first! 


Johnny Bennett, now from Philadelphia, PA, misses the Kansan 
prairie paradise immensely. 
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by Michael Szymanski 


I'm sitting here looking out my 
home office windows into the famed 
Hollywood Hills of Southern California 
with flowering trees and grand estates on 
all three sides — Bette Davis' house 
across the street, Madonna's place just 
over the hill under the Hollywood sign, 
Errol Flynn's mansion at the top of the 
hill — 1 hear the symphony across the 
street from the Hollywood Bowl and 
think how fortunate I am. See, I own 
this five-level Mediterranean San 
Francisco-style 1920's house that snakes 
high above the 39 geranium-lined steps 
to my front door, And sure, that seems 
lucky for a guy in his early 30s who free- 
lances his writing for a living. 

But the way I paid for this house 1s 
a painful story, and one that I don't 
repeat too often. 

I got this house because I came out 
as bisexual. 1 joke that it's the "house that 
bisexuality built," but 1 don't really laugh 
after | say it. 

Two years ago it was on my birth- 
day that my Dad told me he didn't think 
I was his son. It was bad enough entering 
my third decade, but Dad declared, “You 
don't look like me, you don't act like me, 
1 think your mother had an affair with 
the milkman. I want you to take a blood 
test to prove that you're not my son." 

Dad's announcement amused me at 
first, then stung. I called Mom. My 
mother told me that a few days before, 
the two of them sat down to watch a 
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videotape I sent them that chronicled my 
recent television appearances about 
bisexuality. I talked about how I had to 
"come out" twice — once to the hetero- 
sexual world, once to the gay world, and 
felt rejected by both. 

Phil Donahue proclaimed: 
"Bisexuals have problems, theyre not 
accepted by the straight community, and 
they're shunned by gays and lesbians.” 
Phil mentioned my full name. Dad eject- 
ed the tape. He could watch no more. 

Being gay, he says, is bad enough. 
But bisexual! That's absurd, that's con- 
fusing, that's freak show material. 
Anyway, it got me on talk shows. When 
I came out to him as gay five years 
before, he wasn't surprised, but he kept 
asking about all those girls I had dated. 
My parents met and liked my boyfriend 
at the time; he was smart, wealthy, suc- 
cessful, masculine. But Dad didn't want 
to talk much about that relationship, and 
he didn't want to see my articles in Te 
Advocate, Frontiers or Genre or any gay 


publications I wrote for, even though 
those stories were mixed among my big- 
name celebrity profiles and award-win- 
ning news stories all stuffed under my 
living room table. We discussed how he 
feels that homosexuality is genetic and 
that no one is to blame for it. I thought 
we were long past all their anger, argu- 
ments, embarrassment and tears when I 
came out as gay in my mid-20s. 


A week after his first request, my 
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Dad brought up the blood test for a sec- 
ond time. Anger and hurt flushed into 
me again. I refused. 

"T'll give you money," he said. 

"You think you can buy me? I’m 
insulted at the whole idea you want to 
prove that I'm not part of the family,” I 
shouted. 

"I'll give you $10,000," he said 
soberly. I hesitated. 

Until that moment, I had felt 
accepted and part of our family, my gay- 
ness was accepted, albeit grudgingly. But 
now that I’d started going public as a 
bisexual, he wanted to bribe me out of 
the family. 

My Mom — who came with me to 
the March on Washington and last year 
lectured with me at the Parents and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays national 
conference — explains my Dad's con- 
cerns: "If it's inborn in you and you can't 
choose who you like, that's something we 
can accept, but if you like both then you 
do have a choice, and he takes it person- 
ally if you choose a guy.” 

My Dad is more succinct: "If you 
can choose, why would you choose the 
wrong way?” 

My Dad is ultra~Republican, reli- 
giously Catholic, Ross Perot fan, a sec- 
ond-generation proud Pole who worked 
a white collar profession and retired in 
Clearwater, Florida. He's sometimes a 
bigot and sometimes a heavy drinker but 


he won't admit to either. Since I've been 
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old enough to understand, he’s told me 
that I am the last one to carry on our 
family name. 

My Dad is an accountant and a 
miser, and he's not wealthy enough to be 
throwing around 10-grand, so I knew he 
must really want me to be tested. I also 
knew that I had to make a point with 
him about how much his request hurt 
me. I could be bought, I concluded, but 
it would have to make him hurt as much 
as I did. Hitting him in the wallet would 
definitely hurt. 

I felt betrayed, hurt, disassociated. I 
didn't talk to him for months. 

"You're still my son no matter what 
the outcome," Dad assured me months 
after the initial request when I would talk 
to him again. 

"You won't disinherit me?" I asked. 

"Of course not," he said. “I just 
need to know." 

"You'll have to pay," I warned. 
"You won't get this easily." 

"Twenty grand?" he offered. 

"Fifty," I countered. "Dad, you 
know I've been saving up for a house, I'll 
take your stupid blood test if you pay the 
down payment." 

My Mom to this day is still furious 
at my father, but she understands his 
confusion. My parents live a few miles 
away from each other in a very right- 
wing retirement area where the favorite 
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pastimes is for divorcees to get-together 


and lament about their children. 

"It's not so much your sexuality as 
the fact that you're talking about it so 
openly,” says Mom, who assures me that 
1 am a product of both of the people who 
I've known as my parents for the past 30 
years. In fact, she half-jokes, "all the 
affairs | had were well after you kids were 
born." 

My Dad says flatly, "You're embar- 
rassing the family." 

So, that's it! The bottom line for 
Dad's irrational attitude toward me is the 
very same reason I'm criticized by friends 
in the homosexual community — my 
chosen "family." My gay friends com- 
plain, "You're embarrassing (or diluting) 
'the family’ " or say, "Being bi is fine with 
me, but don't tell anyone else if you 
expect to get a date." 

It's true; as someone who's assumed 
to be so promiscuous, my dating life has 
hit the skids since I've been openly bi. 
Straight women don't dare touch me for 
fear of contamination and gay men shun 
me because they think I'll eventually 
leave them for the "easy" relationship. 
Truth is, I want a monogamous relation- 
ship with either a man or a woman and 
want to raise children with that partner 
no matter what they have between their 
legs 

It's hard being bisexual, no matter 
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how hip Michael Stipe, Drew Barrymore 
or Newsweek have made it recently. 

I was no less heterosexual when I 
came out as gay and I'm no less gay when 
I finally realized what it meant to be 
bisexual. It's simple: 1 recognize my 
physical and emotional attractions 
toward people of either sex and don't 
have to have them at the same time. If 1 
settle on a partner, I prefer to choose to 
be with whomever he or she is — even 
though my eye may wander — and I 
won't feel I'm missing out any more than 
any married man who settles on one wife. 

Sure, for lots of people labeling 
themselves bisexual is a stepping stone to 
understanding they are gay. For me, 
being gay was a stepping stone to feeling 
comfortable with my bisexuality. So, 
when I'm in an opposite-sex relationship, 
I'm just as gay, and I'm not betraying any 
"family." And when I'm with a guy, I'm 
not getting even with my Dad. 

A little more than a year ago, Dad 
drew up a contract, faxed it to me and 
sent me $50,000 when I found this 
duplex in the hills. 

"The only condition is that you take 
the genetics test when I'm ready to do it 
too," said Dad. "And you'll let your fam- 
ily visit you?” 

"Sure, whichever one wants to visit 
first," I said. 3 

I wish both my families — my bio- 
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logical one and my chosen one — could 
just settle down and let me be. Being out 
doesn't mean wearing a "Bi & Proud" 
button all the time. It simply means that 
when I'm home for Christmas I want to 
be able to freely talk about the girls and 
guys I'm dating. When I'm at a gay club, 
I want to be able to mention a cute 
woman who turns my head. 

Bisexuals rarely feel fully out in 
either family, but that's the fault of the 
family. Thank goodness a younger gen- 
eration is adding "bisexual" to the names 
of their clubs in colleges pus 
and high schools. Hurrah |- 
for all the centers, publica- 
tions, parades and groups 
that are including "Bi" | 
along with "Gay andfi > 
Lesbian." Only with}° > 
acknowledgement can we este a 
truly belong. Pa 

I cried after I signed} = 
my "contract" with my} 9 
father totake the bloodand| = 


genetics tests. 1 knew no 


matter what the outcome,| “= -==Sariy 


nothing could ever be the | 


same between us. He really | “yp 


didn't want me as part of | ‘ 
him and he hesitates tof 
visit. | inst a 

"Do you have any- lb . 
thing outside the house like ulin stat- 
ues of men?" Dad asked me the other 
day. 

"No, Dad, and besides it would be 
naked statues of men and women.” 

"You wouldn't embarrass me like 
that would you?" he asked. 

"No, I won't put them up until after 
you leave,” I joked. 

People who hear this story mistak- 
enly think my father and I are estranged. 
No, even now I talk to him at least every 
other day. We talk finances, movies, gar- 
dening, about my mother, about my sis- 
ter and her husband — almost everything 
except who I’m dating, unless it's a 
woman, He invests my money, he does 
my taxes and we still spend Christmases 
together. 
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My father has a heart condition and 
hasn't yet been well enough to take the 
blood test, and the agreement is that we 
have to do it together. Until then, we'll 
talk about other things, and end our calls 
with "Love you." 

Friends told me to disown him, 
strangers tell me he's crazy, but he is my 
father, the only one I know. He hasn't 
yet visited the house, but plans to come 
to California later this year to finally see 
it and to finally take the test. 

What Dad doesn't know is that in 


get in to,’ I said. 

"T'll see you soon, son.” 

I have no doubt I am his son, just as 
I have no doubt that I'm part of my gay 
family, too. It doesn't matter who I'm 
dating, although for some reason it 
seems to matter to a whole lot of other 
people. I don't feel like I have to choose 
because there's no need to choose. I don't 
feel like I'm on a fence because there 1s 
no fence. 

So, Mom, Dad and the rest of my 
extended family out there, I’m not 
— embarrassing you. I just 


3 enna ate want to be open about my 


ee | sexuality, my attractions, my 


| relationships. and my inter- 
7) | ests in an honest and full 


4 eg way. I want to be out, and 


| that means all the way out. I 
wie =} | don't feel like I'm 
SE. 2. | family or another because 
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become a haven for bisexual activists who 
traveled through Los Angeles: bi 
authors, activists, psychologists, teachers, 
couples, grandmothers, youths, friends, I 
have a bisexual roommate upstairs and a 
bi-friendly hetero couple renting the bot- 
tom two floors. Bi Net and other bi orga- 
nizations meet regularly in my living 
room, and much of the bi writing I do is 
from this office overlooking the hills. 

"You really have 39 steps to get to 
your front door?" he asked. 

"Yeah, Dad, it's on a hill." 

"You did that so I can't visit, you 
know I can't make it up all those stairs 
very easily,” he grumbled. 

"Yeah Dad, my agent and I looked 
really hard for a place that you couldn't 
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On my latest birthday 


|_| when I sounded a little lone- 
oe ee ly and depressed, my Dad 
_ |_| called from Florida and tried 
ue | |_| to offer solace. 


pa "You know = you'll 
aU ata iat eR _} always have a place you can 
come bisa to,” he offered. 

"Yeah, I know Dad, you helped me 
buy it," I said flatly. 


Michael Szymanski is a free-lance 
joumalist based in Hollywood who writes 
for The Los’ Angeles ‘Times, 
Entertainment Weekly, The New York 
Times Syndicate, Frontiers and many 
other publications. He is a facilitator at the 
Los Angeles Gay & Lesbian Services 
Center, has lectured at bisexual confer- 
ences in New York, San Diego, San 
Francisco and Washington, D.C. and 
wrote about bisexuality for "Dr. Ruth's 
Encyclopedia of Sex." He has appeared 
on more than two dozen talk shows 





Anything That Moves 


by Fidos Dodge 


"I'm sure I could zifillate you 
by telling you that 

Judy and I sleep 

together..." 


— Dolly Parton in her new "bestseller," 
My Life and Other Unfinished Business 





prare : I got this t-shirt ... in New York ... at this li'l skater store. 
It says one word across the front in BIG letters: "BISEXUAL." . 


It was cheap. It was cool, It could be nice to wear on REALLY hot dayz, like today. 


] put the t-shirt on this morning. I went to get a cup of coffee. I was in line. This old man at the front looked back at me ... 
SEVERAL times ... in a very uncomfortable and shifty manner. I looked behind me to take refuge from THAT. Behind me, there 
stood a dazzling specimen of a... LADY. Not just any LADY. A LADY of the Klub. The bleach blonde hair, the power suit from 
hell, a lapel pin on it with two “drama” mask faces ... one smiling, one frowning. A gold purse. She looked at me and smiled .. Li'l 
La Veen's LadyKlubLogo Liiilady smile. I got my coffee, eXcaped from the line of HELL and went to put a li'l sugar in the cof- 
fee ("It's in there"). I looked back in line. 


The shifty-eyed goon had gone. The Li/i///ady was placing her order ... and coming my way. Grab the lid, grab the lid. I won- 
dered why I felt so stupid being the object of these people’s gaze .. tastes. why I could not interpret what they were oe 
or why I cared. It was so different, almost like "TRACI 1 LOVE YOU." : — 
I wondered if Traci (Lords, porn star sextraordinaire) had ever dealt with» 
this, or if people just got off on her occasionally slapping a few vaginal 
areas, lick lick lick ("she's gooood!") ... and if so, was THAT the only way | 
I could ever hope for an ounce of ... how would Aretha say it? Respect? 


I could tell the Lady was going to speak. She reached for the sugar, 
and before I had the chance to dart out the door, she looked me up and 
down, gave me the LadyKlub-once-over and said, in a sultry Ladyvoice: 


"Hmmm," ... or was it "oooooo0h"? ae e 
"Hmmm, I've never MET anyone who (—Ladyvoice, Ladyvoice—) i , : ee 
GOES BOTH WAYZ before." — = 


Sorry ... I don't think I caught your name. 





I think Dolly knows these kinds of dayz all too well, 
I), File THAT in your fucking BREAST WORLD. 






Cute picture of the author givin’ a smooch. 
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BITRANS BLUES 


by M. S. Montgomery 





Oh, I've got those hardcore, lowdown BiTrans Blues. My friends all say they just don’t understand. 

I've got the mean Bisexual, Transgender Blues They say they find it hard to understand 

From people telling me I've got to choose. How I can love both a woman and a man. 
Sometimes I'm a woman and sometimes a man, Straight ones say I'm confused, that it's a phase, 
Sometimes I want a woman, other times a man. Say I'm just confused and going through a phase. 
The things I can't do, I do the best I can. They tell me I should keep away from gays. 

They say, "You're one thing, not one more than that. My queer friends say I'm traitor to the cause. 
You're only one thing, can't be aught but that"-- All I am to them is a traitor to the cause: 

But my mind's got a pussy and a dick like a baseball bat. "We want all your ass so we can change the laws." 
Connie rubs pussy or takes a big old dick, I've got four lovers, and each one makes me shout, 
And Bick reams a pussy or frots another dick. Four greedy lovers who make me grin and shout. 
‘Most ariyone can give my things a lick. They're about to wear this weary bitrans out. 

I like dark blue Levis, and I've got some of those; My lover says I ought to leave my wife. 

Like frilly teddies, I've got lots of those. Each time he asks me, "Why don't you leave your wife?" 
Closets won't hold me, they're so full of clothes. He says, “Faggot, just get honest with your life." 


My wife asks if he frequents sex arcades. 
Se 5c Stas She wants to know if he visits sex arcades, 
a Says, "He does that we'll all end up with AIDS." 


My mistress loves me for my lesbian soul. 
She tells me, "Girl, I love your lesbian soul," 
And pleasures me by feeling up my hole. 


My husband says I'm just about the best. 
He says, "Woman, you are just about the best. 
Your sweet, sweet pussy passes my every test." 


1 love four lovers, but I'm not a whore. 
To love four lovers doesn't mean to whore: 
Just one for each of me-- I don't want more. 


ese eS PO So I just keep on singing these Bitrans Blues. 
= = 1p | . I've made my choices, 
so here's the Bitrans Blues. 
If I gave up one, all five of us would lose. 


wd Since 1987 M.S. Montgomery has had 

-~' numerous verses published in the bi, gay, 
and ‘profeminist periodical press. Some of his work 
will also be included in Rudy Kikel's anthology of 
inew" poets (forthcoming from Alyson). His own first 
collection, Telling the Beads, in which about a third of 
the 75 poems are on bi themes, is published by 
Chestnut Hills Press. 
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A Lerrer To THe HUMAN RicuTs CAMPAIGN (FUND) 
orn T HE BiTRANS BLUES CONTINUED 


ee Nl. 


November 15, 1995 


Elizabeth Birch, Executive Director 
Human Rights Campaign 

1101 14th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 


Dear Elizabeth, 

I've had this letter sitting in the back of my mind for quite a while now. Finding the time to sit down and write to you is not 
something I have been very successful with. But the mailings and press releases I have received over the last several months from the Human 
Rights Campaign (Fund) have prompted me to write. What I see happening is disturbing and dangerous, and is critical to nip in the bud. 
Elizabeth, I am writing out of a deep respect for the work you have done, and an appreciation for the position you now hold. I have faith 
in your ability, and ultimately, in your sense of what is just and right. 

However, when the Human Rights Campaign (Fund) publishes information about the Right targeting lesbian and gay people with- 
out mentioning that bisexual people are also a targeted group, I have to wonder — what is going on? Many of the state initiatives are Colorado 
Amendment 2 clones, and also specifically include bisexual people. The Washington State initiatives not only target gay, lesbian, and bisex- 
ual people, but transgender people, transsexuals and transvestites, too. Our family is under attack. The Right recognizes all of us, 

When I read the first two issues of the HRC(F) Quarterly from cover to cover I was shocked. The only mention of bisexual peo- 
ple in both booklets was within the language of Radical Right Congressman Robert Dornan’s hate bill! He and his ilk see bisexuals as a 
threat to so-called "family values." Bisexuals are another easy target to scapegoat and gain from financially. So except for Californian 
Congressman Dornan's reference, the language used in the HRC(F) Quarterly leads the reader to believe that lesbians and gay men are the 
only group that is reviled and in danger of losing basic civil rights. This is not only unacceptable and divisive, but poor strategic planning. 

HRC accurately states "extremists are fighting and winning grassroots battles all across the nation." However, the exclusive les- 
bian and gay spin of the message feeds into the hands of those extremists who like nothing better than to see us "queers" get distracted and 
fight among ourselves. The ongoing drama of deciding who is in and who is out of our gay civil rights and liberation movement 1s coun- 
terproductive and a dangerous waste of precious time. We both know how fast the Right is moving. We also know that to stave the tide 
we must work together. Working together means communicating the whole truth. 

Bisexual and transgender organizers and activists are involved in all aspects of fighting the forces of the Radical Right. Our basic 
civil rights are under attack. Bisexual and transgender people are bashed, fired from our jobs; we lose our homes and custody of our chil- 
dren, cannot adopt or be foster parents, are discharged from the military (the DoD explicitly defines bisexuality as a reason to be dishon- 
orably discharged), and scapegoated as carriers of HIV. This battle for basic human right is our battle, too. We will not be silent, or 
silenced. 

The latest appeal sent to me proclaims that HRC works for "a day when lesbians and gay men are valued for who they are and 
not judged by whom they love." A few sentences later this mailing ends with "we (HRC) need every gay man, lesbian, bisexual and every 
one of our non-gay supporters to join with us in this battle.” I was not only insulted but galled. HRC recognizes and includes bisexual 
people as gay when asking for financial support, but conspicuously ignores the fact that bisexuals are also under fire. This pitch epitomizes 
the reason why I am writing. HRC's message devalues bisexual people for who we are, judges us by who we love, and then asks us to iden- 
tify with and support HRC's work. I don't get it. Where's the accountability? What about the human rights of bisexual people? 

With all due respect, Elizabeth, I think the time has come for HRC to shake off whatever remains of the strict identity politics 
of the '80s and join the broad-based coalition politics of the '90s. How do we organize and educate effectively and efficiently if the infor- 
mation coming out of the Human Rights Campaign has such a misinformed, and therefore, divisive message? Who is responsible for mak- 
ing these strategic decisions? What is the thinking behind purposefully excluding bisexual and transgender people? 

Whatever your long-range plans and vision are, there has been a definite shift in the way HRC is spinning "bisexuality." Several 
months ago, the subtitle "the largest lesbian, gay, and disexua/ civil rights organization" (emphasis mine) appeared at the top of press releas- 
es and in other materials that HRC(F) produced. What happened to the movement towards a more inclusive stance? Why was the direc- 
tion changed? Is this part of your “overhauling HRC(F)'s “look and feel” mentioned in the first HRC(F) Quarterly? As I said, Elizabeth, 
I find this a disturbing and dangerous direction. Are we not all marked people in the eyes of the Radical Right? And, whether we like it 
or not, aren't we in this together? 


(Continued next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

As far as 1 am concerned, the language in your materials and press releases concerning the anti-gay initiatives is an affront. The 
Radical Right understands and capitalizes on the fear and hatred of both bisexual and transgender people. How can the purposeful omis- 
sion of bisexual and transgender people's rights not obstruct the work being done? Is it not important to educate and involve as many peo- 
ple as possible in challenging the Radical Right? Isn't the simple truth a more powerful tool than not trusting people's ability to deal with 
their bi- or transphobia? Is HRC afraid that gay men and lesbians will not donate money, get involved, identify with the Human Rights 
Campaign if the organization takes a public stand to include the human rights of bisexual and transgender people? How can HRC send 
me a fundraising letter with an HRC(F) logo sticker that says "Liberty and Justice for All" when “all" doesn't incude me? What's the deal? 

I am closing this letter by quoting your recent "Open Letter" address to the Christian Coalition Conference where you called for 
a "New Ethic of Respect and Decency." I respectfully request that you take your message to heart with regard to bisexual and transgender 
people and your vision for the Human Rights Campaign. 

"The time has come for us to speak to each other rather than past each other." 

"The first appeal ... please make integrity a watchword for the campaigns you launch. We all struggle to be people of integrity, 
especially when we campaign for funds. But the fact that we are tempted by money is no excuse. We need to commit ourselves to a high- 
er moral ground." 

"(The) second appeal ... I ask that, as individuals, you talk to those of us who are gay and lesbian, rather than succumb to the temp- 
tation to either avoid us at all cost, as if we are not part of your community, or ... as if we are not worthy of quiet conversation. We are, all 
of us and those we represent, human beings. ...we can engage in an ethic of basic respect and decency." 

I look forward to talking with you, and working towards a solution. 


Respectfully, 


Lani Ka'ahumanu 
BiNet USA, National Coordinator, Emeritus 
email: aloha@slip.net 


cc Don McCleary and Julia Fitzrandolph, Co-Chairs 
Human Rights Campaign, Board of Directors 
BiNet USA National Coordinators 

The Washington Blade 
San Francisco Bay Times 



















Ron Fox 
Ph.D., M-F.C.C 
Counseling & Psychotherapy 
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From Block Sheets. © jeh'free Spirit 





Black Sheets is a hot bisexual zine by and for 
thinking sex maniacs everywhere! Our latest issue 
is “Dead Cow”, a satirical salute to leathersex! 
Edited by ATM columnist Bill Brent. Filled with | 
resources, reviews, erotic photos & art, thoughts on 
sex, juicy fiction, true sex stories. $20/4 issues. 


The Black Book is the _— for the erotic explorer. 
| A descriptive nationwide directory of clubs, groups, 
publications, fetish wear, videos, leather, some very 
| adult toys, and more. Excellent gift! postpaid. 

Jo mail order postpaid, send checki/MO to: Black Book, Box } 
31155-A0, San Fran., CA 94131. In CA, add tax. You MUST 

include statement of legal age! Allow 30 work days for delwery. | 


subscribe 
now 


check the back cover 
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AFE 


“What's 
Shearean Miasuk 


So, imagine you're a bisexual woman. And you're sit- 
ting there talking to this friend of yours, another woman, who's 
really attractive and who you really like and who you've been sort 
of pining after, except that she's straight and she's made that very 
clear and so you figure she'd never be interested, so you just put 
it out of your mind and appreciate her asa friend. 

And you're sitting there talking, and since sexuality and 
relationships and desire and everything are 
of paramount interest not just to each of ) 
you but to your whole circle of bisexual /@ 
and bi-positive friends, you are once gi uy 
again talking about the people at 
the other tables in this cafe you're. 
at, and once again she eo 
describes her "type," the 
sort of man she gravi- 
tates toward, and 
the more detail she 
adds each time you 
hear it, the more 
you realize that her 
"type" fits you. 
Except that youre a ===" 
woman. So you sort }}" .7¢" 
of reflect on it, but |: ee * 
then put it out of [Z| 
your mind and wind . 
your hair around your Qu. 
finger and fidget with your jf 
silverware and you wish that ff 
she meant you, but she does- | 
n't. 


Or, 
by 


















1 hI) I} ‘ 

And then in the course of the * jp! 4! (taf i) 
conversation, she leans over and she admits t : 
that she thinks you, yes, you, are really attractive, or at least you 
would be, as a guy. "But you're impossible," she laments. And 
now imagine how you feel! By all rights you should be heading 
off together for a wild passionate night of lovemaking, but she 
still thinks she's straight so there's just nothing to be done about 
it. 

And if that's not enough, now imagine that, in fact, you 
also happen to have a male body. You've been struggling with 
your gender and trying to experience womanhood and wonder- 
ing, what the hell kind of sex life can you have like this, wonder- 
ing if anyone ever again will be attracted to you, let alone 
attracted to you as a woman, and a couple of guys have been flirt- 
ing with you though nothing has come of it yet, but not a single 
woman has shown any interest, and that does frustrate you 
because you really like women, and your lesbian side is sort of 
gasping for breath— well I guess your straight girl side is too— 
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and you keep wondering if you could be anything but crazy to do 
what you're doing, you used to have a sex life and girlfriends and 
it was up and down of course but those up times sure were fun, 
and now you're seeing to it that straight girls want no part of 
you— but so what, you say, that whole trip isn't what I'm after 
anyway, how can I create the experience I'm trying to create if I 
lapse back into those old habits and lean on them? How can | 
go forward if I go backward? But GOD, 
- you put your head in your hands and sigh 
and think, “She sure is cute.” And here 
you are, acting like a frustrated lesbian 
with the hots for an unattainable 
straight girl, but you know that under- 
neath those clothes you're wearing— 
= just clothes, after all!— is the 
same person, the same 
. body, that had straight 
, girlfriends in the past 
4 and could do it again 
i at any time — prefer- 
8 ably now!— just by 
# dropping the pretense 
f and saying, “Look! I'm 
f right here! And my body 
is as male as the next guy's 
canbe and I'm your type!” And 
iv 7°" here she is, saying you'd be 
7 just what she's looking for if 
you were only a man, and she 
7 knows full well what lurks under 
# that skirt, but out of respect for 
you and for what you're trying to 
' accomplish and for what you seem to want 
" and seem to feel — precisely because she's such a 
cool person, precisely because she's so open and so real and so 
sympathetic, which, of course, makes you all the more fond of 
her and increases your desire for her — because of all that, she 
relates to you as a woman, which is, irony of ironies, just what 
you always dreamed of. Your night of wild passion 1s held just 
out of arm's reach by a mere concept, an idea, a foolish notion of 
what gender you are and what sexual orientation she is — both 
of which are socially constructed by the way — and you re laugh- 
ing but gnashing your teeth at the same time and finally the 
strain is just too much for you and you admit that, actually, the 
feeling is mutual, and she looks at you, startled and a bit con- 
fused, but sparkling and electric and full of promise. 
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Sharon Minsuk is a bi, gender exploring, out of work biologist 
and computer programmer living in Berkeley, California. 
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Now available | 





BISEXUAL RESOURCE GUIDE 
” Robyn Ochs, editor 
Contains: | | 
v listings of more than 1,400 bi and les-bi-gay _ = : | : 
groups in over 20 countries : ae , 
¥ an annotated bibliography of recommended ACADEMY of ENGLISH 
books dealing with bisexuality, including Pe 
information on forthcoming publications 
¥ a guide to recommended films a = Cosh Cle 
v information on merchandise available 785 Market Street, Sixth Hoor 
(buttons, t-shirts, books, etc.) | ; sant well 
¥ safer sex information San Francisco, California 94103 
¥ upcoming conferences, calls for papers, etc. Phone: + |-4! 5546-6451 
The Bisexual Resource Guide, published by the Bisexual | | Faye + 1-415-546-6464 
Resource Center, is available for onty US$8, postage | | — 
paid. To order YOUR copy, send a check, along with _ A. | 
your address to: | 
on e-mail: english(@best.com 





P.O. Box639 WWW: http:/Avww.netenglish.com 
Cambridge, MA 02140, USA | eee le 


WHAT 


You haven't joined BiNet USA Yet? 
Quick, get out your pen, fill btis out, and send it in!! - 


Annual dues are $1 for every $1,000 income (your generosity makes a difference). Dues can be waived © 
for those unable to pay. Please specifically request a waiver if you want one when you submit your : 
form. Group Rates are $25-$100. And you get a nifty newsletter with your contribution, as well as 


helping to spread further the wide arm of the bisexual empire. es 


Date: _«* = 
New or Renewal Membership? Individual or Group? Discretion Required(y/n)? 


pes 


Name/ Organization(include contact name): 


et 


Home Phone: Work Phone: 


‘SSL Pe Sa am pe PT 


Address: | 


City, State, Zip: | Email: 
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Amount of semnrbnedon: 
Mail to: BiNet USA _ 8 
PO Box 7327, Langley Park, MD 20787-7327 


















BoD csi tise dy, euched hin up, and epat him ow 
Bk © he was now fairly useless. Before we even knew 
weld be lovers he informed me of hi peychic condition. When 
we moved int the preliminaries, he reiterated his disclaimers 
clearly stating he was not what has come to be called “relation- 
.. "While this was typical male behavior—heading me off 


at the pass, as it were—he was far from your typical fortysome- 
thing divorced American male. 






slipped off his 
tongue, and 


henceforth it would be impossible for me to call him anything 


else, Only later did I learn that he hadn't really settled ona per- 
manent name to go with his permanent change. Stull later he 
asked me to call him Robert, saying it was time for him to grow 
wp; after all, he told me with an increasing air of self-importance, 
"That's what this is all about." Naturally, his therapist and his 


men's group supported hirn in the use of “Robert,” thinking my 


adherence to Rob was, respectively, infantilizing and castrating. - 

| He had been born Robin Joann Lanigan. By age five 
_ he was known as Robbie, and by junior high had slashed Joann 
to. a “J.” Two years ago he'd begun the process that was sup- 
posed to transform Robin into Robert, the process that would 
match exterior to interior: hormones, surgery, therapy, support 
groups. Now here was Robert, unmistakably male, calling him~ 
I was, of course, fascinated by his story. For five hours 
I sat utterly transfixed, as Rob delivered a crash course in trans- 
sexualism, something I'd previously thought of as being only 

within the province of Renée Richards, 1.c., men becoming 


his story to be credible. But 2s he continued to answer my bar- 
rage of questions, I caught glimpses, in his facial expressions 
and gestures, of the woman who still lived inside the man. The 
effect of these flashes upon my psyche was almost electrical: I 


could actually feel my brain cells straining to process the bom- 


2 ee forthright to the point of blunt—~some might 
even say rude—so I minced no-words in obtaining the essential 
Jetails. In reapanse to the question everyone ponders but very 
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He called himself Rob, Robbie, or Robert, depending 






by Marcy Sheiner 


7 _ Naturally, I wondered about performance. Rob con- 
fessed that, although he'd done some solo exploration, he had- 
n't yet had partnered sex, a 2 
Bm he next morning T awoke feeling positively charged. If 
B. they were now absolutely rioting—for it had occurred to 
me that I could be a first for Rob. 1 had discovered a person who 
I thought of as a “virgin stud" —someone with sexual experience, 
yet who had never been with a woman while in a male persona. 


Even more astounding was that I had stumbled upon a human 


memes being who seemed to be of a third gender, 
SEEEE one of maybe 5000 on the planet. This is 
og to encounter in their lifed 






1 pondered the sexual possibilities. 


Obviously, a one-inch penis wasn't going to do much in the way 


of penetration. But there were dildos, fingers, mouths. Mouths. I 
imagined mine on his tiny cock. 1 was not, to be honest, excited 
in the traditional sense; rather, I was enormously curious. Itsa 


gut instinct J have —— my nose almost twitches when I'm hot on 


the trail of an adventure that's going to lead me into heightened 


leaming experiences. Usually —~ not always, but usually —— it's sex 


that triggers this instinct. If ] followed my nose, I knew that I'd 
inevitably gather new and useful information. Oh, sure, like most 


single people in their forties I was also half-hoping for a lover to 


save me from a lonely old age — but I'd mostly stopped expect~ 
ing to find that in this lifetime. 3 

What I had not expected was that I would dissolve in 
the wake of his touch. I had not expected that by allowing my 
facade.to soften 1 would crack entirely, and that the molecules 
of my body would become drastically rearranged. It turned out 
to be an-exhausting process that left me dizzy with need. 

My own transformation was apparently necessary: 1 
became another vital element in his process, as essential as med- 
ical intervention. He needed testosterone to induce faciai hair, 
and to thicken his once graceful shoulders. He needed surgery 
to flatten his chest and to reshape his genitals. He needed my 
femaleness to elicit his maleness. 

- For this to occur, I had to abdicate my strength, at least 
temporarily, 1 would lie beneath him, open my thighs, and pre- 
pare to surrender. His fingers entered me with the slow steady 
crawl of a snake and rooted deep within while I grew weaker and 
weaker, sometimes losing all sense of personhood. In this way I 
enabled him to take what he needed. He extracted my essence 
and used it to make himself larger, stronger, more powerful. 
~ . -] chose to give him what he needed, though he would 
probably have taken it regardless. There was no struggle; he 
took what he needed as his due. 
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What he needed was all I had become through my complicated 
history. What he needed had been waiting for the right 
moment, place, person to claim it. What he needed had mel- 
lowed and aged like fine wine. 

Drink, my arched neck offered, beckoning him to 
suck. Feed yourself; my breast called to his mouth. And, oh, 
yes, force your way in, screamed my cunt, until his fingers filled 
my aching need with thrusts and poundings. Melt me down, 
make me flow like a river into your hands, cup your paims to 
receive the holy wine, slake your lifelong thirst. Shape your 
blossoming muscles with every thrust of your arm, feel your 
cock swell and grow to meet my need. 

It was as if his whole body became one giant cock, and I 
became simply cunt, opening up to receive the energy. I had never 
experienced anything quite like this in my life. Ironically, 1 felt 
more female with Rob than I had ever felt with a-genetic male. 
Maybe it was because I was more trusting of a he-who-had-been- 
she, and could therefore drop my survival skills, allowing myself to 
become pure, primeval wornan. It felt liberating-—for awhile. 
Eventually, of course, there was a price to pay. 


t first, Rob's reasons for sleeping with 

me were primarily sexual. He saw in me a capable adult 
woman who would abdicate not one 

inch of her hard-won independence, someone Ruan 

with whom he could explore his newfound im 
maleness, or, to be more precise, his old male- & ns 
ness in a new and more direct way. At the time, this was not an 
entirely false image. But once he placed his hand on my naked 
breast, years of resistance melted away. I sighed a sigh, the kind 
that is quite familiar to genetic men, a sigh that said I'd been 
waiting all my life to be taken over. This was not what he had 





He had expected a few orgasms, a little fun, some 
pithy conversation with an intelligent peer, What he got were 
hysterical phone calls at 7:00 a.m., accusations, confrontations, 
and demands. What he got were hungry hands roving his body, 
restless eyes questioning his, frantic fingers tracing every line on 
his face, a mouth as greedy as a nursing infant. 

3 He had naively expected me to remain as I'd been on 
that first night, sitting across from him with an easy peaceful 
grace, my eyes flashing with interest as he told me about his 
transformative process. He had not expected that by simply 
placing his hand between my legs, I too would be transformed. 
He did not understand the power in his hand. He did not 
expect it to be an agent of change. 
| I hated the insatiable creature that turned to him with 
swollen eyes and humiliating hunger. Hated her, yet felt 
strangely justified. by the thoroughly predictable script, one 
‘inscribed, most likely, on the Dead Sea Scrolls. I had expected 
to give him the self I'd been cultivating for decades; instead I 
gave him one that had been formed prehistoricaily. 


i 


What | he peered 1 had been hoarding for centuries. —— 








Win be aitael intepane fling ne eeh fae , 
I pretended to hear, but mmy figart secretly wht ered, "He'll fal 
in love with me too.” ~ 
ond he did. How could tie ‘not? He tad never fucked 
such an insatiable cunt, a cunt that never seemed to 
quit. I wanted more and more, and he took pride in 
his ability to give it to me. ‘He'd roll me onto my belly-and fill 
me with his fingers—two, three, four. I'd ram my butt back and 
forth in a frenzy, getting fucked deeper and harder than I'd ever 
been fucked by a penis. When I came, I would open even more, 
and Rob would fuck me even harder. "Puck me til I die,” I once 
murmured, and meantit. | 
] learned how to suck his ok ‘ntl it aioord had and © 
straight, reaching maybe two inches, then with a few well- 
timed flicks of my tongue I'd cause him to twitch and shudder 
in orgasmic release. Unlike many genetic men, he never 
assumed that this signalled the end of our lovemaking, but in a 
few minutes was ready to fuck me some more. 
So, yes, he fell in love with mie. He loved fucking me 
so much he would put up with almost anything. 





hree months into our relationship 1 went on my annual 
pilgrimage to Florida, where my mother and several 
other relatives now reside. Naturally, I brought along a 
snapshot of my new boyfriend. My mother, who had 
previously endured ~ or, rather, ignored - 20 years 
worth of long-haired androgynous hippies, strugging 
a Black musicians, and one or two women, proclaimed 
Rob the most presentable man I'd ever brought forth for her 
scrutiny. He did, after all, cut a-fine figure in suit and tie, and his 
photo was triumphantly circulated among my relatives as evi- 
dence that I'd re-joined civilization. I fed them a personality pro- 
file to accompany the picture, omitting, of course, the 





custom-made genitalia: The only spicy tidbit I offered ther; 


which bordered on truth, was the fact of his “ex-wife's” lesbian- 
ism, a detail they digested, thanks to‘ Oprah and Phil, as 2 com- 
mon contemporary occurrence. | 

I'm not much of a liar, and was surprised to find that 
I never once slipped up: all too easily 1] passed off Rob — and 


myself — as thoroughly ordinary.” I was equally surprised by my 
family's unquestioning faith in my story: they readily accepted 
that I'd fallen in love with a white middle-class corporate exec- 
utive who seemingly had no aberrations other than a kinky ex- 
wife. This gave me pause: perhaps that was indeed who U'had - 
fallen in love with. 

Familial approval was entirely foreign to ‘my experi-~ 
ence. I found myself feeling more and more detached from Rob 
with each day spent under the Florida sun. ‘The more.I spoke . 
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Rob's arms, full of apprehension. Suddenly I was aware of what 
people all around us were seeing: a woman reuniting with her 
boyfriend, or, for all they knew, her husband. I could have been 
a wife, something I had not been or wanted to be for 20 years. 
_ "That night, when Rob's hand dove deep inside me, 1 saw 
only the man I'd paraded before my family. I remembered my 
mother joking’ as I'd left about how I was short on deep and prob- 
ably wouldn't get much at home. It was the first time she'd ever 
acknowledged me as a sexual being. Suddenly Rob's hand seemed 
an extension of the one that rocked the cradle, and I was repulsed. 
" don't like my mother approving of my sex life," 1 
said, trying to pull away from him. Rob laughed, and kept right 
on fucking me. | 
“Don't you understand?” | insisted. "It's like my moth- 
er is here with us. I can't have sex with her around." 

Rob grinned his best Dennis Quaid grin. “Sure, 1 
understand. You can just lie there — you don't have to be sex- 
ual. I'll do it all." 7 

| I was angry. 1 wanted to sit up and discuss, analyze, 
this extraordinary revelation. “This is important, goddammit!” 
Even as I protested, though, my juices were dripping over his 


"I know it's important,” he said, "and 
we can talk about it later. Right now I wanna [i 
fuck you." kat 
I felt myself weakening, but managed 
to say feebly, "That's just like a man." | 7 

"That's right,” he said unapologetically, leaning for- 
ward to kiss me. | tried to resist, but it was futile; I'd gone 
under, to a place where there was no reality beyond the steady 
motion of his strong aim relentlessly driving his fingers into my 
cunt, probing around to extract all the wetness, withdrawing 
every so often to smear it over my erect clitoris. His hand moved 
back and forth in a long slow motion from clit to cunt, until I 
was thrashing and moaning helplessly. 

He lifted my pelvis onto his leg, rooting around inside 
me. 1 watched his head bowed over my breast, his mouth fas- 
tened to the nipple, and perceived him as a woman, beautiful 
and strong. Then I glimpsed the hair on his flat chest and 
soared into new heights of ecstasy, transported by the dissolu- 
tion of gender distinctions. : 

_ Lrolied over and pressed my own hand to my clit while 


Rob, not missing @ beat, followed my movements, his arm like _ 


a piston maintaining a steady rhythm, fucking me long and 
hard until I came, my cunt tightening and loosening repeatedly 
around his knuckles, my voice moaning his name in an exorcism 
of my mother and outworn childhood inhibitions. 

What he needs to take is what I need to give. Sexual 
power flows from my cunt and into him and back again in an 


‘ever-widening circle, until we are both transformed into some- 
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. often, usually when we're lying 
cogether and I'm staring at him with, | am:sure, glittering eyes. 
~  Whate™ ar 

| Sometimes I just shake my head and say, "Nothing." 

Sometimes I parade my list of concerns: when you get to know 

_ me better you won't like me, I won't like you, you're going to 

leave me, I'm going to leave you. Sometimes I think of fabri- 
cating something more interesting, but I don't. 

He stood before his closet trying to select a shirt. I 
thought about the method I have devised to avoid making this 
daily decision: I wear whatever's in the front, returning it to the 
back later. If he knew about this habit he would think me 
eccentric, to say the least. In my defense I must add that I 
learned this trick from my best friend; still, it is but one of many 
obsessions 1 would rather die than reveal. He has no idea, for 
instance, that I'm a compulsive list-maker: I hide my lists 
whenever he comes over. He is oblivious to the fact that his 
presence disrupts my usual morning rituals, leaving me disori- 
ented for the entire day. | 
: "What?" he asks, finally pulling a shirt off the hanger. 

"There's so much we don't know about each other,” | 
wail, implying disaster on the order of famine or earthquake. 

- He laughs, that wonderful deep- 

meme throated sound I have learned in a few short 
i months to elicit. He thinks my worrying is 
“charming.” Does he think my habit of eating 
Sees food from my plate in a precise left-to-nght pat- 
tern, so ingrained I do it automatically, similarly charming? So 
far he hasn't seemed to notice. There are many things he does 
not seem to notice about me, for he is too enchanted with him- 
self, with the self I have helped bring into being.. He is sailing 
on an.ocean.of self-love. 

He runs his fingers through my hair and across my 
breasts. My nipple kisses his hand and my eyes gaze into his. 

"What?” he asks. 

I shake my head dumbly. I am yours, I want to say, I 
belong to you utterly, do with me what you will. How can I say 
this to a man whom I've never even seen brushing his teeth? 

I brushed my teeth in front of him one morning. I did 
it on purpose. He didn’t seem to take any notice. Could I floss 
in front of him? Would he notice I have a precise system even 
for this? 

Sometimes I feel like a character in a Dostoevsky 
novel, with my lists, systems and rituals, one who must neces- 
sarily be alone to carry on these routines, without which my 
world might crumble. Then I think, this will never work. The 
next time he asks "What?" I teil him: "This wili never work." 

He smiles and runs his hand along my torso, supple 
and yielding to his touch. . 

"What?" he asks again. 

—‘T part my thighs. 


| ‘Marcy Sheiner is editor of Heratica 4, to be published by 
New American Library in Spring 1996, and writes for many 





_-regional.and national publications and anthologies. 
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bisexuality and the media 


Bi BYE 


In case you had not noticed, that tired old adage “We 
are everywhere” seems to be getting a little out of hand. We 
bisexuals seem to be in the air lately. Books, movies, TV shows, 
articles in that most august of papers, the New York Times, and 
that less august periodical, Newsweek, all seem to have noticed 
bisexuality rather abruptly this summer. Much of the attention 
has come in the wake of the new book on bisexuality entitled 
Vice Versa, but there has also been a growing body of interest 
seeping out into mainstream consciousness — with or without 
academic tomes. 

The results have been educational if not downright 
entertaining. Your illustrious editor Mark Silver got dragged 
onto The Oprah Winfrey Show — yay Be 
with surprise guest Boy fie 
George. Perennial bi-activist 
Lani Ka'ahumanu has also 
cruised the talk show circuit. | 
She even got stuck on a talk 
show with a gay soap opera star } 
who says bisexuality does not 
exist (“Hey You Gotta 
Choose!”) and was ambushed 
with hostile questions from an 
allegedly straight man in the 
audience. But surprise, surprise, 
the “straight” man was not. He 
sidled up to the soap opera star 
and asked him for date. Oh, the | 
wild and woolly world of 
greater visibility. 

On my home front, the San Francisco Bay Guardian 
had a recent cover story about bisexuality, which indicates an 
effort to tackle the issue — prompted no doubt by all the buzz in 
the national press. (They get a B for effort and execution as far 
as this cranky author goes. That's not to mention the figure on 
the front page made your average “questioning” bisexual look 
like a Duchamp cut-up from Mars.) 

And we must not forget Congressman “B1” Bob 
Dornan’s (R, CA) diatribe in the House of Representatives dur- 
ing which he waved a copy of Newsweek and its offending arti- 
cle on bisexuality declaring, “This July 17 cover story is a direct 
frontal assault ... upon every moral code in this country. ... It 
says there is no more stigma to promiscuity and groping around 
like alley cats [at] any drug infested party you can go to.” That's 
our Bob, never at a loss for words. Slander? Lawsuits anyone? 
Or is he just jealous? 

Is all this activity just a blip on the media's radar screen 
during the slow summer months — akin to the British tabloids’ 
annual discovery of the Loch Ness monster — or are we actual- 










by Tim Kingston 


ly onto something here? Are we seeing real visibility, or are we 





just another tasty media treat this year? Or both? 

It all depends on who you talk to. Many of the bored 
jaded perverts living in the Bay Area could not give a toss about 
whether Newsweek notices us or not. Film critic, author, and all 
around bad bi girl Greta Christina is not impressed: “There is a 
blip that has gotten some press... BFD. It sounds to me what is 
happening is what happens often with the media... everybody 
jumps on the bandwagon. ” She adds carefully, “I don’t want to 
sound cynical and if the coverage is reasonable, balanced and 
presents a bi perspective without being too lurid, that is great. 
But it does seem... it is part of the current trendiness of gayness 
and queerness generally in the last few years.” 

Others are more charitable, optimistic, even. 
Ka'ahumanu sees the increased coverage as a sign of a move- 
ment coming into its own and recognized as a valid social enti- 
ty. “The bi movement has reached critical mass. It has been 
growing since the mid ‘80s. The March on Washington was the 
first national signal because it was bi-inclusive in the title. Bi 
people were involved on all levels 
in that.” 
aa Me, I’m stuck right there 
s in the middle between my ratio- 
f= nal, political, reasonable and 

| hopeful side and the bitter bitchy 
"== queen all my friends know and 
; love. 

The Newsweek thang swift- 
ly got down to brass tacks calling 
us “the wild card of our erotic life.” 
Really, is that all these people 
think about, sex and the permuta- 
tions we do it in? Don't they have 
anyone better to do- like have 
their own sex lives? Do bisexuals 
always have to the sexualized? Yes, 

| coats @ this happens to all sex minorities, | 
know, but it still pisses me off. And, oh goddess- that picture on 
the front, where did they find those homely children and how 
long did it take those Newsweek makeup people to make those 
three who are probably quite decent looking in real life so utter- 
ly boring? Oh, yeah, they were all white too. 

Anyway. Having first pissed all over their little story 1 
sat down to read it and lo and behold the warm fuzzy side of me 
~ yes I do have one thank you very much, fuck you all — was 
touched, The tone of the thing was actually decently sympa- 
thetic. And I hate to admit it, but, yes, recognition is nice. Hey, 
look, that’s us on the cover. Whee! Whee! Whee! It feels sort of 
nice to have the media notice lesbians, gays and queers. But to 
have the “B word” on the cover. Hey, it feels OK. 

The Newsweek article also carefully introduced the | 
concept of the social construction of gender rather then the 
rabid sociobiology we are so used to, The article cogently 
argued: “Bisexuality does not reduce neatly. There are no bisex- 
ual acts nor bisexual desires, only bisexual histories. Bisexuality 
is less of a root than a construction — different in each individ- 
ual — of passions and actions we are accustomed to calling het- 
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Anything That Moves 


bisexuality 





and 


erosexual or homosexual. In its ambiguities it calls into question 
the certainties of both gay and straight identities. Pushed far 
enough it absorbs both.” 

Personally-constructed identities created out of very 
specific social situations mediated, but not entirely determined 
by biology. This is a mainstream news magazine! This is no sim- 
plistic bisexuality as a third sex idea, it actually calls into ques- 
tion the whole topic of gender construction. Has somebody over 
there been doing some deconstructing? Still, apart from the 
small glow in the tummy that a nice shot of scotch could create 
does this change my life at all? I don’t think so. Or does it? 

This year's rash of articles are distinctly personable, with 
first-person accounts and stories about people who are bisexual-- 
rather than about this odd category of human being called bisex- 
ual. The New York Times made a point of showing a doting 
(African American) daughter and her loving mother staring deep 
into each others’ eyes in a photo that accompanied the article. 

Perhaps the most surprising article was the level- 
headed piece in the June 1995 Bazaar fashion magazine. Not 
only does the Bazaar piece take on those who say they are “fine” 
with straights and gays “but someone who's bisexual makes me 
nervous.” What was most notable about the article was its very 
unshocked, unsensational tone. The article bore no relation to 
the teaser title on the cover: "Are You Bisexual?" Inside the 
magazine a sidebar was included that matter-of-factly gave an 
account of a young bi woman’s cross country trip called, “A 
Bisexual Journey: A young woman explores her sexual options 
as she travels cross country.” 

EEE 
look at other articles writ- - Rg eh Nesep es Die Mesa rey rec nis apie ns eh ntae Mi 
ten about bis and bisexu- | 
ality over the past few 
years~ particularly since 
the media discavered 
queers (oops sorry, gays 
and lesbians)— something 
does stand out as terribly ae oa ey, | 
different from all the pre- [0 6 
vious coverage. We are 
finally being portrayed as people not as “other.” How nice. 
Cynicism. aside, the current rash of articles, TV shows and even 
a talk show or two do seem to have some sort of qualitative dif- 
ference in tone. In past years blips about bisexuality have tended 
to fall into the categories of: What are they? Who are they? Do 
they all act like Hugh Hefner and sex-crazed nympho, perv, 
flasher bunnies? What telltale signs of bidom are there? And 
most important of all: can we get AIDS from them? 

This year’s media blitz also actually noticed that bisex- 
ual activism has its roots in the lesbian/gay movement and is not 
just some weird plant flowering all by itself off in the green- 
house. Some even noticed tensions within the lesbian/gay com- 
munity over the issue of bisexuality, although the extent of our 
frustration with our bros and sisters in the movement was not 
made clear. (This may not be an entirely bad thing. There is 
already plenty printed on backbiting in the queer community. 





Or Bi YEAR? 


Believe me, I know. It often pays my rent.) 

And just to be unfair and unreasonable, I will point out 
that the mainstream media has failed to notice what.I am con- 
vinced is a decrease in biphobia in the queer community. Granted, 
this lessening of the inability to deal with bisexuals may simply be 
an urban phenomenon — or even strictly a San Francisco thing — 
but I certainly have less flak thrown my way, and my paranoia level 
about being an out bi whose card is not punched frequently 
enough for some is much lower than it used to be. 

My feelings are distinctly mixed. On one level, I am 
pleased about the coverage and glad it will give questioning 
individuals out there in the hinterlands something else to think 
about — i.e. that sexuality is an issue that allows shades of gray 
rather than being a simple black and white issue. 

On another level 1 feel like the media plunder machine 
has discovered us, will use us, and spit us out again. So what will 
MTV have to discover next for titillation value. Oh, I forgot, trans 
folks will be the next one to get it now that Ru Paul is getting a 
bit passé. Oh joy, the mass media has discovered us and has found 
a new niche to talk about, boy, I can’t wait till the niche marke- 
teers get their hands on us. The fashion mags are already hard at 
work with underhanded bi themes. Isn’t commodity fetishism 
wonderful, particularly when you are the commodity? 

I have this outdated idea that sexuality is something 


ij more than articles in fashion magazines, newspapers or talk 
1 shows. It is more than mere education. And it is certainly more 


than mainstreaming ourselves so that everyone can accept us, 


4 even like us. Sexuality is fucking, loving, and causing trouble, 
| the little death that makes you think twice about your life, even 
J if only for a moment. I don’t necessarily want to be liked. I 


think it is both useful and necessary for us to be a threat on 
some level to the current social hegemony, if not an actual 
social/political opposition, to be more than a threatening sub- 
culture that illuminates the dark side of Stepford America. So 
having nice stories about us is irritating on some level. 

But even as I go off in this fashion, I know that there 
is no escape and the only thing that we can try and do is ride 
their wave and surf it to our own advantage. We will be com- 
modified. We will be exploited and we will not be able to over- 
turn their stack of cards. The best we can do is cut a better deal 
and pour acid on some of the foundations. Thus all the cover- 
age leaves me ambivalent, distanced and somewhat wary. I'll 
live my own life and try to manipulate theirs--just as they are 
doing to us, because we are often one and the same. Just like the 
media, self-referential am I. Don’t forget to change the chan- 
nel. 
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The recent Newsweek cover 
story ("Bisexuality: Not Gay. Not 
Straight. A New Sexual Identity 
Emerges,” July 17, 1995, p. 44-50) takes 
a disturbing stance on sexuality: all 
behavior that deviates from a norm chis- 
eled out of a conservative power block is 
deemed aberrant by mainstream culture. 


Blatant or subtle heterocentrism is no 
surprise. 





Where the article succeeds, 
however, is to give voice to a broad range 
of experiences: women, men, varying cul- 
tures and age ranges; 
while the attempt to 
cover different kinds of 

eriences and cultures 
is impressive, one could 
wonder about its overt 
attempt at gratuitous | 
political correctness. (|) 

That aside, the (yg 
problems in this article |i 
are vast. Folded within jj 
the obviously posed Rae 
cover and the last lines 
of the article ("...in the Higa 
end, it is really about i 308 
the simple, mysterious : 
‘te between warm 

uman bodies when the 
lights go out...') he 
many oversimplifica- 
tions and assumptions. 
By articulating that 
sexuality is merely| 
about personal, physi- | 
cal, and emotional pro- 
clivities, the article 
ignores the fact that 
people are oppressed, 
discriminated against, 
and often violently vic- 
timized for their behav- 
ior, which makes queer | 
sexuality a very political 
issue for many people. 

The article 
also de-legitimizes (in 
some not-so-subtle 
ways) the experiences 
and lives of the bisexual | 
people it ge mt by | 
engaging in double- 
standard commentary about their physi- 
cal and lifestyle appearances: Elias 
Farajajé-Jones, °...who sports four tattoos 
and multiple body piercings," is pictured 
holding his infant; another man, Luis, is 


described as someone who "does not 



















bisexuality and the media 


Newsweex Discovers Us 


dress outrageously;” and another couple, 
Stephen and Linda, are noted as 
" fookfin ] just like the couple next 
door, and that's the problem, as if bisex- 
uality might be lurking in people we 
ordinarily wouldn't rd Would an 
article about heterosexual corporate types 
find it necessary to talk about their black 
spandex knee-highs, Fruit-of-the-Loom 
briefs, lack of tattoos? 

The highlighted monogamous 
couples gain credence over those who 
play less conventional games: inviting 


others into their relationships, having 
more than one partner of varying gen- 
ders, cross-dressing, the many permuta- 
tions of bisexuality! The subtle message 
of the article seems to be, “Bisexuality is 
OK as long as you're married or in a 
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long-term relationship." No article can 
single-handedly cover every issue related 
to bisexuality, but what are the implica- 
tions of not including pictures of two 
men together or not talking with any 
single bisexual people? Clearly 
Newsweek's coverage ane style is quite 
reflective of mainstream's fears of any 
behavior that subverts the perceived 
"norm. 

The most glaring, but not sur- 
prising, theme that runs throughout the 
article is the argument of sexuality gone 
awry ("So who are bi, and how 
did they get that way?"). The 
article responds by citing sever- 
"al studies about the origins of 
“ sexuality, including data that 
both suggests a "born that way’ 
narrative as well as research that 
claims there is no way of know- 
ing for sure how bisexual peo- 
ple "got that way"; and it also 
mentions Kinsey's and Freud's 
much-quoted statistics in the 
realm of sexuality "origins." 
The article conflates ideas of 
genetics and social construc- 
tion: "bisexuality...calls into 
| question the certainties of both 
» , gay and straight identities." Io 
4 act as if certainty in identity is 
m@ possible is indeed a simplistic 
| ment. 
ai The gaffes and contra- 
dictions continue ad infinitum, 
Overall, the proclamation that 
bisexuality is "the wild card of 
our erotic life" merely fetishizes 
the issue. By stating that bisex- 
uality is only prevalent 
in ewan pop culture, and 
on college campuses, Newsweek 
gives an inaccurate picture of 
our culture. Basically the article 
|reports on a perceived “trend” 
as the cover proclaims, "... a 
new identity emerges." 

This article is, in the 
end, a disservice: it attracts 
voyeurs, it ignores the very real 
violence and discrimination 
Nitin that bisexual people experience, 

Mae and, ultimately, it ae ohc. 
cizes a very political issue by Histone. 
warm, fuzzy, variously-gendered bodies 


together and calling that bisexuality. 


Bacar Nit 





Joan Schuman is Media Alliance's Media 
Education Coordinator in San Francisco. 
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Okay, first the obvious. 
This book is a necessary addition 
to the bookshelf of any queer 
scholar, queer activist, bisexual, 
straight ally of queers, or just 
anyone interested in sexual iden- 
tity politics, period. It is the log- 
ical next step to Br Any Other 
Name, that groundbreaking 
anthology of writings by bisexu- 
als. The authors are intelligent, sharp, thoughtful, amusing, and 
come from a wide variety of backgrounds, identities, and expe- 
riences. There is a diversity of analysis from feminist and anar- 
chist, to anecdotal and poetic personal stories. This book sifts 
out many different levels of bisexual identity, and seeks to define 
what bisexual is in the only way possible, with as many defini- 
tions from as many different people as Naomi could find. 

Perhaps I should have said right off that I have a men- 
tal block on theory. Why, then, Mark, are you reviewing a book 
called Bisexual Politics: Theories, Queries, F Vistons? Well, the 
fact is, academic theory kind of stymies me to no fault of the 
writers, but the book contains much more than that. Divided 
into three sections, the anthology covers the following subjects: 
“Reflections”, which is subdivided into bisexual history and the 
current state of the movements; “Connections , which includes 
biSEXuality and coalition-building, and “Ditections”, “Our 
Visionary Voices.” Many names are recognizable as having pre- 
viously appeared on our pages, in Bi Any Other Name, or just 
having been out activists. Some new faces appear, too. And, as 
always, my personal tastes led me to enjoy some better than oth- 
ers. But the whole thing is good right through. And, as a spe- 
cial treat, there is an important chronology of US bi activism, 
and an essay on bisexuals and the radical right in the appendices, 
both by Danielle Raymond. 

One observation | am driven to make is a difference in 
the writing in this anthology from lesbian/gay writers. It seems 
to me that most of the writers are deeply reflective of the nature 
of identity politics, and the struggle over the desire to free peo- 
ple from labels versus the desire to create community and to take 
labels, albeit sometimes unwillingly. This is different from les- 
bian/gay activists’ unapologetic matter-of-factness about the 
labels they take for themselves: Now now, I’m not judging. Just 
a difference I think that makes us all stronger. Many of the 
pieces in the book will have you thinking about what bisexuali- 
ty is, what it means to you, and why you choose or don’t choose 
to label yourself. 

Just leafing through the book gets me sucked into essay 
after essay, as my eye catches on quotes “Sleeping with a man 
was sort of the lesbian equivalent of the frat boys getting drunk, 
sucking each other off, and blaming it all on being wasted the 
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night before.” (p.180, Robin Sweeney, “Too Butch: to be Bi.”) 
There’s a Jeopardy question for you: “What is the lesbian equiv- 
alent of drunken frat boys giving each other blow jobs?” 

“In talking about the African American community, I 
am constantly reminded that we have a much more fluid spec- 
trum of sexualities than the white community does. Categories 
such as homosexual or bisexual might not necessarily have the 
same meaning for peope of African descent as they do for white 
people.” (p. 122, Elias Farajajé-Jones, “Fluid Desire Race, 
HIV/AIDS, and Bisexual Politics.”) Race is something that | 
and other queer white people have all too little consciousness 
about sometimes, and the way language carries different mean- 
ings in different communities is an important piece. Elias brings 
in brilliant connections across many issues, linking them in ways 
that are vital to our survival as a movement, and as a species. 

“Most of the lesbian and gay movement considers 
bifolks a pimple on the butt of their struggle. In truth, bisexuals 
haven't made it that far. Most of us want to be pimples on that 
butt.” (p. 282, Mykel Board, “Pimple No More.”) Well, to be 
sure, this book doesn't want to be a pimple; this book is the butt. 
To use another analogy, the cresting wave of ours and the trans- 
gender movements combined is taking over the lesbian/gay 
movement and transforming and subsuming it in huge ways. If 
we change our perspective, instead of trying to assimilate, we can 
ageregate without giving up any of our sexual identities. 

Are there problems with the book? Doesn't every book 
have problems? 34 writers, 28 of whom are women, five are 
men, one is transexual, and nine are people of color, so while 
there is a good deal of diversity, there are definitely some per- 
spectives lacking. Naomi herself acknowledges that she doesn't 
have as diverse a group of writers as she would have liked: “I’m 
missing class analysis, and Native American anything,” she told 
me. “It may not be the ideal mix, but it does seem to be an accu- 
rate mirror of the leadership of the bisexual movement as I know 
it.” So, if obvious perspectives are missing from the book, per- 
haps that’s just where we need to work on alliance-building, and 
making safe space for true diversity. 

I don't want to gloss over the perspectives that are 
missing from the book. hose voids should be a clarion call to 
those of us who are included in so many obvious and ubiquitous 
ways telling us where we need to work on alliance-building, and 
creating safe space, and clearing out some of our personal racist, 
classist, and sexist shit. And the perspectives that are included 
are right on. [he book is excellent, insightful, and if the world 
was a school, this book would be required reading. 

So go buy it, already. 


Mark Silver is the editor of this rag, and in his spare time works as 
a paramedic in Solano County, California. He loves his dykey girlfriend. 
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Revicw oF Vice Versa 


Review: Vice Versa: Bisexuality and the Eroticism of 
Everyday Life, by Marjorie Garber, 606 pages, Simon & 


Schuster, New 

| York, 1995, 
$30.00. 

‘From the 


myth of Teriesas 
to the origin and 
dual meanings of 
the word “bisex- 
oes Neg from 
Freud and 
Havelock Ellis to 
Eldridge Cleaver 
and James 
Baldwin, to King 
James I, to Allen 
| Drury (who 

wrote Advice and 
Consent), and 
Frangoi1s 
Truffaut (Jules er 
Jim), Marjorie Garber casts the net of her vast intelligence into 





the sea of sexuality. Her catch is an incredibly diverse, enter- 
taining and most amazing collection of Western culture's out- 
tight lies, bad science, omissions, trivializations, insults, 
re-editings, misinterpretations, wild perambulations along with 
truths, delights and some very affirming insights that practical- 
ly every area of western intellectual human discourse has vigor- 
ously endeavored to hide, explain away or otherwise used to 
deny the fact of bisexuality. At the risk of mixing metaphors, 
she pares away the very thin but nonetheless crusty sociological 
skin of western culture and society to reveal a juicy, lusciously 
textured and succulent fruit beneath. 

“The world is flat. The sun revolves around the earth. 
Human beings are either heterosexual or homosexual..." so 
states Garber in the introduction of this large but compendious 
work. The implications are huge and not to be dismissed: What 
Garber is challenging is as large as what Magellan and 
Copernicus challenged — a western intellectual world view so 
entrenched and so falsely assumptive that much of roundly 
observable reality and history had to be bent and distorted by 
teachers, scientists, writers, religionists, politicians and others 
in order to fit into square-holed assertions. 

The book is engrossing. I found myself taking so many 
notes that I] soon realized that I was simply noting everything 
that 1 found interesting — which was nearly everything. This is 
a book for those who love to read as well as those who want a 
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by Jim Frazin 


bisexual reader of tremendous insight, humor and intelligence. 

Garber takes on so many areas of knowledge that my 
desire to liken her to a modern-day renaissance woman is irre- 
sistible. Some readers have remarked that this book is tedious. 
What I realized is that Garber has simply run down so many 
threads which have been tucked into the warp and woof of our 
sexuality, that what was hidden becomes everyday and to some, 
tedious, like cleaning the grout between the tiles in the bath- 
room shower. 

Vice Versa is a work of excellent scholarship. It has a very 
good index and is extensively endnoted. As I read, I had to keep 
two bookmarks: one in the text and one in the endnotes. In the 
many areas at which Garber pointed her attention, she not only 
read the original works she was analyzing but examined difter- 
ent editions. In Freud’s Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality, 
she was able to capture the subtle, and sometimes not so subtle, 
changes that he made over time to his thinking on bisexuality 
as his relationship(s), with Wilhelm Filiess, for example, 
changed. These changes were to deeply effect how the field of 
psychology looked at bisexuality from then up to the present. 

The book has four sections. She critically exarnines in the 
first section the semantics of bisexuality, politics— feminist and 
otherwise, AIDS, history and pop culture. In section two she 
examines Greek mythology, Freud, Kinsey, Simon LeVey—who 
did the research on the hypothalamuses of dead, white, “gay: 
men, and Hernstein and Murray who wrote the totally specious 
piece of “science” entitled The Bell Curve. 

In section three she courageously takes on the erotic situ- 
ations that many experience in educational settings, adoles- 
cence crushes such as that now famous crush of Eleanor 
Roosevelt, family values and marriage. In the last section she 
sees triangles everywhere and does a brilliant job of delineating 
erotic triangles as components of our everyday loves and lives. 

Naturally, jealousy figures in a big way as does what she 
calls the “bisexual plot”, with some excellent and revealing 
analysis of 19th & 20th century literature and film, where she 
incorporates and expands on the feminist criticism of Eve 
Sedgwick and Terry Castle. Threesomes is another brilliant 
chapter where she dissects with a surgeon’s skill Arno Karlen's 
sociological study in three-way sex with its glaring omissions 
and disastrously distorted conclusions, and a final chapter in 
which she sheds a very bright light on a three hundred year old 
mystery of English literature. 

That’s a lot for thirty bucks. It is at least a week's worth of 
reading — it took me two months - and was much more satis- 
fying than a lot of what passes for fun these days. And | ended 
up with bunches of new and interesting films to watch and 
books to read not to mention lots of threads and ideas of my 
own to follow. 


Anything That Moves 
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In the epilogue there is even something for rishi: 
cians: an analogy likening bisexuality to the Mobius me Her 
intellectual play- 
fulness is illustrat- 
ed beautifully, and 
captured on the 
cover of her book, 
in a section of the 
epilogue entitled, 
“What is a Pear?” which : quote: 


‘Three Pear,” a painting by American 
artist, Jane Ricus, presents just that: three pears on 
a cloth-covered table. One is a comice pear, gold- 
en yellow and conical; one an Anjou pear, stubbier, 
with a tight green skin; the third is a red pear, deep 
vermillion in color. There they stand, side but side, 
in a row, touching. The green one in the middle, 
between the other two. The red pear leans jauntily 
to the right. They have a lot of personality, these 
pairs. Do any of them make a pair? 

Look closely at the painting and you will 
see that you can pair them up, if you want to. The 
Anjou and the red pear are stubbier in shape; the 
comice is the odd pear out. But the comice and the 
red pear, warm-hued, both lean to the right, while 
the cool green pear in the middle stands upright. In 
attitude and comportment, then, the two outside 
pears are paired, the gold and the red. The one in 
the middle is the one outside. But couldn’t we say, 
on the third thought, that the comice and: the 
Anjou are classically “pear-shaped” while the red 
pear, perhaps because it is posed at an angle (or in 
profile?) seems less conventionally curved and 
rounded? So perhaps it is the two on the left, the 
comice and the Anjou, that are the pair of pears. 
Three pears or three pairs. If we are looking for an 
allegory of bisexuality, we might take this image 
into account. 


The reaction of critics has been interesting and breaks 
down more or less along gender/political lines. No less a lumi- 
nary than Edmund White gave the book high marks and in the 
last paragraph of his review which appeared in the New Yorker, 
said, “And yet I must confess that Garber’s very multiplication 
of examples browbeat me into wondering whether I might not 
have been a bisexual had I lived in another era ... Following a 
tendency Garber rightly criticizes, I denied the authenticity of 
my earlier heterosexual feelings in the light of my later homo- 
sexual identity. After reading Vice Versa, I find myself willing to 
reinterpret the narrative of my own personal history.” 

Murray (is~he-straight-or-gay-or-is~he-just-trying-to- 
impress-his-readers) Frymer writing for the San Jose Mercury, 
comments that “Garber, who heads the Center for Literary and 
Cultural Studies at Harvard, studies things that weren’t part of 
the official Harvard culture earlier” a i iit other 





things that they never really were important. He goes on to fur- 


ther imply that the rumors about : peuerities are just that, that 

. SEED = p Discauality i is a “hot 
. topic because by 
1 being bi, everybody 
1 loves you,” appropri- 
ating and misinter- 
(alien a 
ee uJ tongue-in-cheek 
statement of Garber's. Harvard is notorious for its two hundred 
year long policy for excluding Jews and blacks as Allen 
Dershowitz shows in Chutzpa and it seems to me a damn good 
and just thing that a woman of Garber’s intelligence asad < ori- 
entation be put in charge at Harvard of studying things “tha 
weren't part of the official Harvard culture...” finally. 

Whereas Lillian Faderman, though evenhanded in her 
comments on the book in general, appears to “get” Garber’s 
basic ideas, and could not help but point out “that it is not for 
expressing the heterosexual side of our psyche...that we get fired 
or booted out of the military...” Gee, thanks, Lillian, but I seem 
to recall that the military regulation as well as the Oregon and 
Colorado laws specifically target bisexuals. These laws do not 
simply look at identity, they look at behavior. One can be a hap- 
pily married male and get caught with a dick in one’s mouth or 
a happily married female and get caught with your tongue on 
another's clit and receive no quarter by claiming straightness or 
temporary gayness. And whatever your behavior in the closet, if 
you don't get caught, you are, well, in the closet. Garber pretty 
much shows and I, for one agree, identity politics as we have 
seen them thus far, have pretty much reached a cozy albeit dead 
end. Garber suggests a direction beyond identity politics, 
towards social honesty and intellectual integrity, even god for- 
bid, outreach to straight people. Identity politics needs more 
than a booster shot of money or votes, it needs bisexual and 
straight allies, people with good information. Garber’s book 
points directly at the future. 


Jim Frazin is the former Arts and Culture editor and currently the 
treasurer of A/M. He also is a community organizer and works primar- 
ily on ending the oppression of Jews, Bis and people of color. He is an 
advocate of multi-adult, intimate, committed relationships. He has had 
careers in the farming, construction, finance, small business consult- 
ing, and food distribution. 
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BISEXUAL RESOURC 


by Sharon £. Snyder 


l remember the summer of 1991- the date of my first 
Internet account and of my coming out. That these 





two events happened concurrently is no coincidence: 
t came cut on the ‘net. Perhaps I'm of a new gener- 
ation (of Generation~x-geeks?} who found a bisexual 
community first on the net, and then worked to cre- 
ate one in real life. 

When I logged onto that first Internet account, I 
had no idea what I was in fer, or what it meant to 
be "on the ‘net." I had a new job in user support 
for a amall college in southern California. My boss 
gave me the account and handed me a huge stack of 
printouts — the most recent list of e-mail discus- 
sion lists -- and instructed me to find some lists 
that interested me and to sign up for them. I’m 
gure that my boss and I both had no idea what I was 
in for and what I would find -- and the connections 
I would make on the 'net. I got midway through the 
"B*s and found “BISEXU-L: Bisexuality Discussion 
List." 
with some other lists 1 thought t'd be interested 


I signed up for BISEXU-L immediately, along 


in. I soon unsubscribed from all the other lists, 
but remained enthralled by BISEXU-L, though people 
who were on the list four years ago may remember | 
that it still took me a few months to come out all 
the way. But since then, I've never looked back. 
I've nad other jobs since then, but I've never icst 
my access to the ‘net and my link to thousands of 
other bisexual and bi-friendly souls around the 
giobe, 

The bigexual resources available on the Internet 
have grown exponentially, keeping up with the rest 
of the information explosion, Unfortunately, I can- 
not keep up with it, and this is mot an exhaustive 
list. 
rion of the Bisexual Resource Guide, I welcome 


As editor for the electronic resources s5ec- 


updates and additions of anything you find sent to 
gharon@queernet.org. 

Here are some of the current bisexual-focused elec- 
tronic resources available on the Internet: 


Mailing Lista: 

There are four bi-focused e-mail lists housed at 
Brown University. For information about any of these 
lists and how to subscribe to them, send a blank e- 
mail message to listserv@brownvm.brown.edu with the 


message "info listname* ONLY in the body of the mes- 





sage (where listname is the name of the. list; leave 
out a subject line and quotation marka). 

The grandmother of them all: BISEXU-L: Bisexuality 
Discussion List. BISEKU-L is a general discussion 
list, open to anyone who wishes to subscribe to the 
list. BISEXU-L tends to have a high volume (80-100 
messages a day is not unusual). 

BIfEM-L: Bisexual Women's Discussion List. This is a 
women-only Giscugsion list, open to all bisexual and 
bi-friendly women. Volume averages about 60-80 mes- 
Sages per day. | 
BIACT-L: Bisexual Activists Mailing List. BIACT-L is 
specifically designed to be a forum for bisexual 
activists to discuss activist strategy and to orga- 
nize our activism. 

BITHRY-L: Theoretical Discussion of bisexuality and 
gender issues. Conversations may lie dormant for 
weeks, but spring up again passionately. Volume 
ranges from nothing to twenty messages or so per 
day. | 
Biversity: information on Boston-area bi events 
(announcements only; not a discussion list). 
Subscriptions to biversity-request@gnu.ai.mit.adu, 


announcements to biversity$gnu.ai.mit.edu 


USENET Hewsgroups: 

soc.bi: for the avecuseton of any issues related to 
bisexuality. Visit the soc.bi homepage on the World 
Wide Web at http://serf.org/~jon/soc.bi/ and read 
their FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions} at 

http: //serf.org/~jon/sec.bi/faq/index. html 

Access soc.bi and other newsgroups via a newsreader 
on your Internet system. If you need assistance in 
accessing Usenet Newsgroups, ask someone at your 


site for details. 


Resources on the World Wide Wab: 

The Bisexual Resource List: 

http: / /wew.ard. org/QRD/www/BRC/bri-toc. html 

The Bisexual Resource List includes a diary of 
forthcoming events, the list of e-mail - lists that 
may be particularly relevant to bisexuals, a list of 
bisexual Magazines and publications, © and a selection 
of books on the gubject of bisexuality. 

The bisex.org Homepage: http: / /www. bisex. org/ 
The creators of the very. new bisex.org Homepage are . 
working to create a central repository for informa~ ; 
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“focus on bisexual resources : a ys 


Bigexial Hell | ispodsiores oy the Adult chitéren of” 
Heterosexuals) : | 
http: dive. tiac. ngiyadetg /aanau/BTBeRual. ATM 


contains listings of links to other bisexual and 


queer. resources around the Internet. 


Liz HuOAT oymAH s “A Brief History of the Bisexual 
Movement": 
http: / /wew.qrd.org/QRD/orgs/BRC/history. txt 


Information on Bisexual Politics: Theories, Queries 
and Visions, including the table of contents and an 
order form: _ | 

http://www. black-rose,.com/bipolbook.html) 


Slippery When Wet: 
http://www.best.com/~slippery/sww.html Information 
on the "Bisexual Penéetration-Positive Queer" maga- 
zine, including some articles and subscription 


information. 


"Bisexuality:. What's it all about?’ 

http://www nef.carleton,ca/freeport/sigs/life/gay/bi/ 
mer. Includes topics : What is bisexuality?, Why 
should bisexuals be included?, Bisexual 

Information, History of the Bisexual Movement, How 
to be More Inclusive, Steps to Bisexual Visibility, 
On Bisexuality -~ Questions and Answers, Bisexual 
Flames, Bisexual Myths, Bisexual Notes, ‘Bisexual . 
Oppression, Bisexual Misinformation and Oppression. 


Regional : 


BiNet Atlanta: 

http: //userwww,.gervice.emory. “eit dsaxe/BiNet. html 
BiNet Los Angeles: | | 

http: //www.cco.caltech.edu/-fwi/BiNetLA.html 
Bisexual Network of Houston: 

http: //www.cs.rice. eda met houbines: html 
Bilmity (philadelphia): | 

http: //www.sas. upenn., edu/~Kharriso/biunity. nent 
Bisexual Resource Center (Boston} 


_f few. ocd. org /QRD/wew/BRC/bre-toc. html 


There is a bisexual sub-forum an Compuserve - 30 28 
called Biways, and is a sub- forum of the HSX200 
forum. | | | 


GOne of the seven message poaras of America online’ s 
Gay & Lesbian Community ; Forum’ dis: a ‘Bisexual 
Message Board. © : 
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"seine ee in the San Francisco Bay Area 
‘http: //wew. comedia.com:80 /People/sex/sf-sex html 


Homosexuality and Bisexuality: General information 
{including biblical reference and a ‘what is homo- 
sexuality" section). | — 

http: //www.kosone.com/people/ocrt/homosex.html 


Other Resources : 


The Queer Resources Directory (QRD}: 

http://www. qrd. org/QRD/www/ index.html 

The ORD describes itself as “a massive archive of 
files about everything queer." Some of the topics : 
Queers and their families, Queer Youth, Queers and 
Religion, HIV/AIDS issues with safer sex informa- 
tion, Blectronic Resources - with links all over the 
net, Queer Media, Queer Events, Queer Culture 
History and Origins, Worldwide Queer Info, Business 
Legal and Workplace issues, Politics Political News 
and Activism, and Organizations, Directories, and 
News letters. 


The Safer Sex Page: 
http: //www.cmpharm.ucsf.edu/~troyer/safesex. html 


Some individuals maintain great web pages with 
pointers to ali kinds of bisexual. sexuality, queer 
and other resources. Here are some of my favorites: 
Kata (aka Jen Collins}: 

http: //coos.dartmouth.edu/~jcollins/kataBisex.html 
Charles Haynes' Radical Sex page: http: //www.fifth- 
mountain.com/radical, sex/ 

Jay Sekora's Sexuality page: 

http: //shore.net/~js/js-sexuality. html 

Albert Lunde: http: //www.mes net/-~elunde/web/bi/ 


Sharon Snyder iives, ioves, works, and plays in San 
Francisco. She earns her living as a technology 
trainer and Internet consultant. She worked with 


Digital Queers-San Francisco to put on a ‘Getting 


Activists Online" workshop and recentiy spoke at the 


California women's Legislative Summit on Information 


Networking using the Internet. 





ce ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


“URES ra a A a et TE ITE 


rf ¥. 





‘The organization that spawned 


such unlikely T-shirt slogans as “We're 
Here. We're Queer. We have E-mail!” 
and “It's a feature, not a bug!” is finally 
coming into its own, with plans to have 
it's very first executive director in place by 
January, 1996. | 

Co-founders Karen Wickre and 
Tom Reilly will soon hand over the reins 
after nurturing the group from its incep- 
tion at a fundraiser for the National Gay 
& Lesbian Task Force to its current 
incarnation as a force intent on bringing 
the queer movement into the computer 


Nowadays, Reilly is working on 
PlanetOut, a new commercial venture 
that premiers on Microsoft Network, and 
is slated for eventual access via other net- 
works such as America Online as well as 
the Internet. He still serves on the DQ_ 
board of directors. / 

Wickre is interim acting director 
~ and juggles her responsibilities with 
DQ and her career as a writer for publica- 
tions like The Net and Computer Currents. 
She is the co-author of a new book by 
Zift-Davis Press: Atlas te the World Wide 
Web. 


Q: How did DQ get its name? 


Karen Wickre: We didn't want to 
go through the laundry list of names, 
because someone, somewhere would be 
offended by what we might leave out. So 
we opted for an umbrella term, And we 
chose “queer” because it's outside of the 


DOr. 


Q: But don't you find that some 
people are offended by the word queer? . 


KW: Well, there are two things you 
have to know about Digital Queers. One 
is that we have a sense of humor and the 
other thing is that we want to be memo- 
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already a group called High Tech Gays, 
in San Jose. Tom (Reilly, the co-founder 
of DQ) made a pun and said, Well. | 
guess we'll have to be the Digital Queers. 
And 1 burst out laughing and agreed that 
would have to be the next generation. 


Q: How did the organization get its 
start? 


KW: Tom and his friends used to 
host a party each year for the MacWorld 
Expo in San Francisco. And the parties 


just got bigger and bigger. 


Well, when Tom went to the | 


Creating Change conference in LA, he 
called me from there and said, “You 
know, I've been talking with the staff of 
the NGLTF and they have pathetic 
equipment. So why don't we make the 
next party be a benefit?” 

We organized the party in 
January of ‘93. Paid for everything our- 
selves. It was a sellout! About 400 people 
came. Tickets cost $20. That was the 
beginning of the organization, only it 
wasn't really an organization then. We 
didn't even have a checking account: We 
had people write their checks directly to 
the NGLTE. 


Q: What were your goals then, aside 
from raising money at that first party? 


KW: One of our goals then was all 
of these [activist organizations] need to 
be online. Se, over the next few months, 
we got a checking account. Paid off the 
party bills. And then the thing to do was 


to focus on the national gay and lesbian 


organizations. So that they would have a 

new standard — of not using hand-me- 

down, broken-down equipment. | 
Q: Why is this so important? 


KW: The way things are moving 


who 





by Gretchen Lee — 
online. There's no substitute for it. And | 
the barriers have dropped significantly - 
it doesn’t take a lot of money and it does- 

n't take a lot of skillto go online, = 


Q: What might be the priorities for 
an organization hoping to get into corn- 
puters? i a 


KW: Well, first is having a comput~- 
er and a modem. Then email. Then 
automating the email. And putting info 


out there. ~. 7 


Q: Some folks say it's elitist to place 
so much emphasis on computers. 


KW: So, do we stand still and let 
the far right ran over us because not 
everyone has a computer? What we say is, 
computers don't cost that much. In fact, 
they've never been cheaper and they've 
never been faster. 

The thing is, with this commu- 
nity, there's a higher than average dispos- 
abie income. A higher education level. 
And higher computer usage. The Gay 


‘and Lesbian Community Forum on 


America Online is the highest usage area 
on AOL. You just don’t get that much 
real estate unless you get a lot of volume. 


Q: Tell me about bisexuals and 
Digital Queers. 


KW: We have bisexual people who 
are in the organization. But we don't . 
check people out on the way.in as far as 
they are. We have had a request for 
help from BiNet USA. We earmark one 
to two fundraisers a year for a major | 
request like that. It's a very good and rea-_ 


- sonable application. But in the last six 


months or so we've been unable to do 


much of a quick turnaround. 
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http://coos.dartmouth.edu/ eae 
/kataBisec html . | 

Essays, links to more queer and bi 
info, including a long bisexual resource 
list. Updated monthly. 1 


http://www.dq.org/dq/ 
What can we say? We're here, we're 
queer, we have a Web page (in the making). 


Human Rights Campaign 

http://www.hreusa.org/ 

The brand-new page with the 
brand-new name. (They're dropping the 
word "Fund" from the name.) Includes a 
"one-stop activism center” through which 
you can get the lowdown ‘on your 


. : 
YBER}DI 

Q: What are some of the hot issues 
coming up in regards | to cepts and | 
queers? : 

KW: Thee 5 still more to come 
on this whole question of privacy and | 
regulation and the Internet. The 
Communications Decency Act is now 
before a joint committee of the House 
and Senate. But because we're 501C3,. 

j we're cautious about the idea of lobby- 
ing. We can express our concern and 
suggest people get in touch with their 
congresspeople, But we can't say vote! 
yay or nay on these issues. : 


Q: What. does DQ need i in the 
way of help these days? 


KW: We need skills. Time. 
Energy. Money is fine. People can help. 
by calling and telling us how they can 
help. And by calling their favorite orga- 
nizations. themselves and _ their. 
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BISEXUALITY AND RELATED TOPICS | 








Congresspersons, and make contact with 


Infoqueer 


http://www.infoqueer.org/queer/qis/ | 


Great meta-view~ cleanly organized 
topical pages (arts and culture, organiza- 
tions, publications, etc.}), with links to 


women's sites, HIV and AIDS info, and — 


home pages of people who are OUT on 
the Web! Thanks to David Stazer and the 
Berkeley Queer Info Center for putting 


this together. 


Lesbian.Org 

http:/Avww.lesbian.org/ 

Ms. Amy Goodloe, aka The List 
Mistress, has created a meta-page of 
resources for lesbians and feminists. Very 


useful. 


Qut.Com 

http://www.out.com/ 

Out Magazine online, with refer- 
ences and links to current and past issue 
material, local resource and event listings, 
and more. , 


PlanetOut . 

http://www. planetout. com/ 

This is the en 3 
founder Tom Reilly, which will launch an 
extensive lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans- 
gender information/entertainment/social 
Web site by the end of 1995. Watch for 
it, and send E-mail for information in the 
meantime to info@planetout.com. 


Queer Resources Directory 

http://www.qrd.org/QRD/ 

The parent of all queer (lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender) information on the 
Net. Created by Dr. Ron Buckmire of 
Occidental College, maintained by David 
Casti, Net-maven Supreme. This is a 


large unregulated library. of topics, 


ai os : een publications, archives, con- 


created by DQ_ 


tact info, and more on families, religion, 
youth, HIV and AIDS resources, media, 
culture and history, politics and activism, 
a directory of organizations, business ‘and 
legal issues. A. great place to begin. 


TRANSGENDER ETCETERA 
Kate Bornstein: A ‘Transgender 
http://english.hes.cmu.edu/ctheo- 
ty/a-kate_bomstein.homl — 

Excerpts from Gender Outlaw and 
Kate's play, The Opposite is Neither!, and 
including an interview with feminist the- 
orist Shannon Bell. 


The Transgender Forum | 

http://www.zoomi.com/ penomaran 
dym/indextg. htm ; 

Here is informative and fanny, well- 
organized information about everything 
from transvestites to transsexuals and in 
between. Links to organizations, catalogs 
and ing info, libraries geared to F-t-M 
and M-t-F interests. Look for RuPaul and 
other TV stars. 


WOMEN’S RESOURCES 


Feminist Activist Resources on the Net 

http://www.ige.apc.org/women/fem 
inist.html 

This index page has links to news, 
resources for political activism, and issues 
pages: women of color, domestic violence, 
health, reproductive rights, global subject 
areas. Sarah Stapleton-Gray created the 
page, and we thank her. 


Women's Wire Home Page 

http:/Avww.women.com/ 

Politics, business, news, features 
from a 90s ferninist perspective. 
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Bi Porn Gets IT From Boto ENDS 








by Mike Skee 


Hi, I'm Mickey Skee, the co-founder of the Gay Erotic Video Awards held in Hollywood each year. Most of the stars in porn are bisexual, 
but don't really admit it, and as an open bisexual reviewer, they come out to me. Here's a few reviews of the best and worst of bi porn— the rating 


is out of five As being the best (a rarity.) 


Bi-Wicked 

Bi Now Productions. D, Crystal Crawford. 
Vince Harrington, Nick Manneti, Tanner 
Reeves, Sharon Kane, Ricky Ricardo, Eva, 
Lady Berlin, Jason Broderick. 56 Min. 
Rating: AAA 1/2 


ae 





Things gets very sexy and wild when two 
witches and their warlock cousin begin to 
stir things up. Br-~Wicked has a plot that is 
overwritten and sometimes confusing. 
However, most of the sexual activity ts right 
on target and will appeal to audiences on the 


straight end of the spectrum. The only 
boy/boy scene is at the beginning and has 
Nick Manetti trading head with horsehung 
warlock Vince Harrington. The warlock's 
big pole stays rigid as they run a gamut of 
supersexy positions just short of fucking 
before wanking off together. Next an old 
hag, Sharon Kane, finds herself transformed 
into a beautiful cocktail-dress-wearing-babe. 
She and Tanner Reeves magically appear on 
a bed and immediately begin to relieve 
themselves of their formal attire. Kane per- 


forms her special brand of fellatio on Reeves’ 


big straining boner, then he gets to taste 
between her legs. Reeves mounts the blond 
bombshell, delivering an erotic romp that is 
lean on penetration footage. Kane then dons 
a strap-on dildo and takes Reeve's ass for a 
short ride. 
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The witch cousins, blonde Lady Berlin 
and the brunette Eva, do the horizontal 
mambo with ponytailed stud Ricky Ricardo. 
During the oral festivities, everyone has a 
chance to feel tongues on their private parts. 
Then the witches spread for their man, and 
Ricardo provides hot pussy hopping action. 
The final coupling between Kane and Jason 
Broderick is nice and romantic, and they 
make pretty pictures without the kink. 
Overlooking the first scene, this could be a 
mainstream straight feature. Stock this one 
on the straight side of the bi section. The 
back of the box shows photos of Bi-Wicked's 
kinkiest moments; everything else that goes 
on is erotic straight sex. Perfect for bi begin- 
ners and couples who are not geared towards 
seeing male anal sex. 


Days Gone Bi 

Bi Now Productions. D. Crystal Crawford. 
Jason Shaw, Sharon Kane, Lana Woods, 
Steve Regis, Cole Phillips, Paris Francisco, 
Tim Boyd, Brigette Aime, T'racie Prince. 
99 Min. Rating: AAA 1/2 

i POE N aoe | It is hard to 
eames figure out what 
the market is for 
this eclectic com- 
bination of sex. 

ws lhe box shows a 
male couple, a 
female couple, 
and two males 
with Lana 


Woods. Perhaps 






this is you, Bi 
i | Now." The 
dynamite Sharon Kane scene isn't depicted, 
for a good reason. With names like Steve 
Regis, Cole Phillips, and Sharon Kane, star 
power should keep this video selling. 
Although Lana Woods can probably pass for 
a genetic female, after starring in Man Made 
Pussy, | wouldn't be surprised if this post-op 
transsexual builds a cult following. You may 
want to start displaying Lana Woods videos 
together. In this outing, her three-way with 
Regis and Phillips unfortunately suffers from 
soggy cock. 

The advertised gay segment is sufficiently 
hot, although only one of the guys pops a 


boner during the sucking. We are then treat- 
ed to infinite re-loops of the same action as 
Paris Francisco's hard rod plows Tim Boyd's 
hole. The hottest scene, by far, is not even 
advertised on the cover. It has Sharon Kane 
playing out a domination fantasy with a 
beefy rent-a-stud who wears a black leather 
executionet's hood, Can you spell t-r-o-u-b- 
l-e? Anyway, the sex is very consensual and 
the hunk, Jason Shaw, knows how to throw 
a mean fuck. The video ends on a quiet 
note, with Brigette Aime munching on 
Tracie Prince's pierced clit. The two attrac- 
tive veterans lick and rub each other until 
their labias are nice and swollen. These girls 
don't need a dildo or a man to get them off. 
A little word-of-mouth will go a long way in 
helping Days Gone Bi find an audience. 
Bi Claudius 
Bi-Line Productions. Vince Harrington, C.J. 
Bennett, Saki St. Jermaine, Brigitte Aime, 
Johnny Gitaur, Alex Williams, Dom Juan. 
80 Min. Rating: AAA 
j im The cover is 
{MB hysterical, and if 







We 





eee king of toga par- 
ties. Romans are impaling Romans all 
through this, and the emperor is the ever- 
big, ever-lusty Vince Harrington whose ser- 
vants are always sexy and willing. C.J. and 
Saki play delicious concubines who force 
their slave boys to go down on each other, 
and Johnny Gitaur and Dom act like they 
don't like it at first, but they do a great job 
of faking it! The busy box features some big 
hard-ons and two women on the back with 
funny slogans like "Let my people cum," and 
if viewers don't expect too much, perhaps 
they-will. 

Mickey Skee is the gay and bi edi- 
tor of Adult Video News. 


Anything That Moves 


WANTING JUST TO TOUCH 
the fine swelling line of your penis 


wanting to see it, and your eyes 
widen and lighten. wanting to run 
my hand very softly, almost skimming 
over all the bumps and ridges 
where twigs could grow 
leaves from the branch, the 
shaft and soft 
pouch below like the belly 
of a dog who s just given birth. 
wanting to feel 
its warm 
welcoming presence in my hand, 
the round 
rubbery tip, the soft slit 
with its one milk tear. 
wanting 
to touch it awake 
and you awake, both of us 
awake and I hold 
health in my hand like a gift 
wanting 
to give you back in the same 
gesture, the health of my touch. 


| KNEW | WANTED 





to kiss her breasts, dreamed 

of it, they were white 

and startled as eggs 

she kept them under wraps 

I didn t stare 

but my hands trembled 

they were so precious 

and only I would know 

to part the straw and find them. 
knowing my dream was foolish 
but perfect 

as her breasts, soft 

on her fine 

wiry body I wanted 

but was too scared to say 
sleeping on the far 

edge of the double 

bed all night. 


Alison Luterman is a published poet living in the Bay Area who 
works as an HIV counselor. She is currently looking for a sweet, 
responsible, kinky man who’s looking to swim in the deep end. 
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TRAILBLAZING IN THE SEVENTIES 


RAGGI 


At the forefront of the bisexual movement, Maggi Rubenstein 
has been out and Sighting since 1969. She was one of the first people 
to come out and be vocal about bisexual issues and has been instru- 
mental in creating a home Sor all bi people. At times, people tend to 
forget our history and ignore momentous events that have led to the 
structure of our community these days. But to get a true sense of where 
we are going, we must know where we have been. 





ATM: I am interested in your coming out experiences and 
the early days at the Bisexual Center. What was coming out like 
for you seeing that you were one of the first really vocal bisexu- 
als to come out and make a big statement? 

MR: It was scary. I had seen myself as bisexual since I was 
a kid, that I had an attraction to boys. 
and girls, but I never acted on it. I 
wasn't sex ual with anyone until my 
twenties, but I always had crushes on 
both sexes. 

I was born in 1930 and grew up 
in San Francisco. I grew up through 
the peace movement, the civil rights 
movement, and the women’s rights | 
movement, In the late ‘60s there was | 
beginning to be some (gay rights) fi 
activity, People were still being} 
harassed a lot so when Stonewall 
happened in 1969, there was quite a 
reaction in San Francisco to support 
the Stonewall happening: people 
fighting back against the cops. 

I was working at a mental & 
health agency called the Center for 
special Problems. In those days, I} 
worked with gay, lesbian, transgen- 
der and heterosexual people in coun- 
seling, but not bisexual and I was 
troubled because I felt I was bisexual F 
and I couldn’t find anything about 
my orientation except what Kinsey CU 
had researched and written about. All the research has been 
flawed because we [bisexuals] have been left out. Now many 
books are coming out, but for many years there was nothing, 

I began to come out to friends when Stonewall happened. 
Some people didn’t want to hear it. Some people said, “oh, that 
is interesting.” A couple of people said, “Is there such a term? 
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by Derek Fung 


Well, maybe that fits for me too.” In 1969, at a staff meeting 
when we were deciding where the Center for Special Problems 
needed to go and what communities we needed to serve, I stood 
up and said “I am beginning to define myself as bisexual, capable 
of loving women and men, and we don’t provide any services for 
bisexual people.” 

It was wonderful and awful. I cried, I sweated, I got goose 
pimples. Some people were angry at me, some peo ple congratu- 
lated me on my courage, some people backed away from me, 
some people snuck up to me later and said “Me too, I didn’t want 
to say anything about it.” 

There was a flurry of activity in 1972. I started working for 
the National Sex Forum and built a bisexual component .nto 
their basic workshop. Then we 
started San Francisco Sex Infor 
mation [SFS]J] in 1972 and it had 
a bisexual component. I began to 
talk about bisexuality matter-of- 
factly as if it had always existed 
and always will exist. Some peo- 
ple felt that you have to make a 
“4achoice, others said, “Well, I 
} could see the sense of it intellec- 
| tually, but I don’t know if I could 
j ever be capable of being sexual 
with two people at once” which is 
what people thought bisexual 
meant. It does mean that for 
some people, but it means a lot of 
different things for bisexuals, 
because we are everywhere and 
j we are all kinds of people, and 
there are all kinds of choices that 
_| we make. | 
ss It was like the hundredth 
[monkey syndrome: the more 
people began to hear about it, the 
i“ | more people began to come out 
ae emetic wal about it. About ‘73-'74, I was 
thinking “wouldn’t it be great to start a bisexual center?” I began 
to talk about it so much that people said, “Every other word you 
say is bisexual.” It was like the floodgates had opened. In 1975, I 
met a woman named Harriet Leve. She was head of a travel 
agency here in San Francisco and was very good at creating 
money for organizations. She was willing to give some money 
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and some energy, so we made this baby called the Bisexual 
Center in 1976. 

We got volunteers from SFSI together in my attic office 
and asked, “What do bisexual people need?” We brainstormed: 
rap groups, social programs, workshops, counseling, speakers 
bureau, newsletter, outreach. We decided then that it was going 
to be a bisexual center, but it wasn’t going to limit itself to sup- 
porting bisexual rights only. It was going to support lesbian and 
gay rights, and all people’s rights. There wasnt much on trans- 
gender issues then, so we, weren't very sensitive to that in the 
early ‘70s, but we are much more sensitive to that now. We want- 
ed to make this as far reaching an organiztion as we could, We 
wanted the Bi Center 
to be a safe harbor for 
people to share with- 
out getting trashed, 
because bisexual peo- | 
ple started going for 
counseling or work- 
shops or groups in 
other organizations 
that served mostly gay 
and lesbian people or 
mixed populations and 
they just didn't feel 
welcome. 

In a few months, 
the Center moved 
from downtown in the 
financial district to the * 
lower flat in David Lourea’s house on Hes Street. 

We put a little ad in a couple of newspapers in the gay press 
and straight press and we got hundreds of letters and phone calls 
saying: “Where have you been?” from all over the country. So we 
knew we were performing a valuable service. 

We were political from the beginning. In the early ‘80s we 
began to have people talking to us about what was then called gay 
cancer which turned out to be AIDS. We offered everything 
from social events to very serious discussions about sexual issues. 
We began to put the word out to other agencies that we were 
there and they could send us bisexual people. So it was viable, it 
worked very well, it kept going, the years went by, we kept offer- 
ing services. 

Those were the years, in the “70s, when people were play- 
ing with sexual and relationship possibilities, looking at open 
relationships and non-monogamy and nobody was thinking 
about AIDS or other STDs. Everybody was pretty healthy and if 
they got something, they just went and got penicillin. People 
were celibate or monogamous or non-monogamous, and some 
people, like me, were being outrageous and having a lot of part- 
ners and really enjoying it. Some people emerged more from the 
group sex Community, others emerged from the more general 
heterosexual community who were bisexual, some people 
emerged from the gay and lesbian community who were really 
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bisexual. It was also pretty racially mixed in those days. We were 
having a good time and we were also delighted that we were 
offering a service. 

There was still no recognition from the gay and lesbian 
community or the straight community. Thanks to my friendship 
with Phyllis Lyon in the ‘70s, 1 went to a lot of lesbian and gay 
meetings as an out bisexual with her and with Del Martin, her 
partner, the two of whom were grandmothers of the lesbian 
movement. I wanted to get the bi community going and at first 
they said “Wait until lesbians have their rights,” then they said 
“No. You should go ahead and we'll support you.” So I really 
thank Phyllis and Del for mentoring me in those days. 

In ‘82, BiPoL 
started, and in “84 the 
Bi Center closed down. 
People lost energy, 
there weren't as many 
people coming and 
5 there were other places 
B for people to go. We 
| decided it was time to 
8 end the Bi Center. 

In 1987 I did a 
keynote speech at the 
East Coast Bi Network 
meeting in the Village 
in New York. We came 
fy back to San Francisco, 
| called a big meeting at 
The Institute for 
Advanced 4 Sendy of Human Sexuality (ASHS) with every bisex- 
ual person we knew and started the Bay Area Bisexual Network 
(BABN), as a result of getting some new energy from what they 
were doing on the East Coast. By that time, the IASHS ana 
SFSI and many other organizations we worked with were now 
including bisexuality. Now other people, not just bisexuals, were 
speaking about bisexual issues, which was very gratifying. 

In the ‘80s there was a lot of bisexual recognition although 
there was still resistance to our being involved in the gay and les- 
bian movement. I would go to a rally and say “and bisexual peo- 
ple are with you as well.” I got to be known, as others of us got 
to be know, as “Oh, SHE’s in the room, you better say the “B’ 
word.” Now much more inclusion is happening. 

There has been a lack of outreach to the heterosexual com- 
munity although there are a lot of bisexuals in that community, 
too. Sometimes it has been easier and more comfortable to hang 
out with the gay and lesbian community and push for our rights 
there than to buck the mainstream. 

I have been looking at the continuums of gender, of race, of 
sexuality. We all fit on those continuurms somewhere. From the 
transgender community we have become more sensitized to the 
fact that we are all along the gender scale, too; we're not all just 
completely and absolutely female or male. We all have femaleness 
and maleness in us, emotionally, intellectually and physically. I 
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am more at the female end of the gender scale, but I can really 
see that continuum: | am strong, tall, assertive and I am also 
gentle. 

ATM: About this idea of continuum, do you see it as a 
real scale, or do you think that we really can put a scale to sex- 
uality? 

MR: Garber quoted me as saying that 80% of the popula- 
tion could be bisexual if we acknowledge our fantasies, our 
dreams, our inter- : 
ests, our crushes. Pa) 2 SN Ge 
If normal curves “hie 
hold true, then eae EO 
maybe 10% of the oe ena Ry 
population is | OoCRAE 
totally gay and fees 
lesbian and maybe fg 
10% is totally het- aaa) ne 
erosexual and | DROTe 
maybe everybody Fiyaaiee e 
else is potentially ae aa 
bisexual, I think. =< : 


lot of the resistance to thinking about bisexuality has to do with 


the monogamy bias. All bisexuals are seen as non-monoga- 
mous people, people that just get it on with anything that 
moves, hence the title of our magazine that reclaims and rede- 
fines that myth. . 

The more that people understand the fact that most peo- 
ple have same sex feelings and other sex feelings, whether or not 
they talk about it, or do anything about it, the more people 
break down their prejudice about bisexuality. If everyone can 
see that we are all in this together, that we are multiracial, that 
we are multigendered, and diverse in our sexual expressions, 
and that we are all along these lines somewhere, then the more 
understanding there will be. 

You've got to have a good time while you are doing your 
politics. You have got to really enjoy it, you're doing the work 
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you love to do and that’s what makes it work for you and that is 
why people like me and others have hung in for all these years. 
The other continuum I want to acknowledge is age. I think it is 
very important for youth and elders and everybody in-between 
to support each other, to see us as a huge family of people who 
are working together for a common goal. 
People like us are always going to be viewed with suspi- 
cion by the Jesse Helms’ of the world. The right wing wants to 
e see bisexual people done away with, 
|| reduced to whatever they chose to reduce 
= ius to. In fact, we are even seen as more 
aberrant because we could make a choice 
| 4 and have not. But we have made a choice: 
we are bisexual. I want people to begin to 
talk to each other, questioning and chal- 
lenging some of the values that run soci- 
4 ety, false values that white is best, that 
i] marriage is best, that monogamy is best, 
that heterosexuality is best. We must 
challenge those values. It’s all about sexu- 
) ality. It’s all about the existential angst 
that humans feel inside not knowing who we are. If we can 
come to terms with who we really are as bisexual people and not 
be afraid, then our lives will work a lot better for us. I have a lot 
of hopes. I was born and raised in San Francisco and part of the 
bisexual movement, what more could anyone want? 





Derek Fung is a writer, reader, philosopher, Student, photographer, dancer, 
singer, child, slut, radical, editor, doctor, scientist, demonstrator, conscientious 
objector, liberal, communist, witch, protestor, minister of propaganda, subver- 
Sive, enigma, but most importantly he is bisexual. 


Maggi Rubenstein is the Dean of Students and Director of Practicum Studies at 
The Institute for Advanced Study of Human Sexuality; a licensed therapist 
(MFCC-Ph.D.) in private practice in San Francisco since 1976: a member of the 
Bay Area Bisexual Network; a member of the Harvey Milk Lesbian, Gay, and 
Bisexual Democratic Club. 
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How TO ISOLATE A ‘PHOBIC ST. PAUL MAYOR 


by Elise Matthesen 


The 1994 Pride Proclamation 
appeared in the Official Pride Guide for 
the Twin Cities Gay-Lesbian-Bisexual- 
Transgender Pride Celebration as usual. 
What was not so usual was the facing 
page in the program book. A vast 
expanse of blank white space framed a 
simple black-bordered box, within which 
were the words: MAYOR NORM 
COLEMAN OF SI. 
DECLINED TO SIGN THE fm 
PROCLAMATION. Ee 

Across the river to the 
west, in St. Paul’s twin sister | 
city, Mayor Sharon Sayles- 
Belton had no such difficulty. 
Her signature appeared on the 
Pride Guide’s proclamation § 
under the seal of the City of 
Minneapolis. To the left, the 
spot below the seal of the City 
of St. Paul was bare. | 

Why would the Mayor of # 





PAUL 






said he would have had no problem sign- 
ing had the proclamation included only 
gays and lesbians, but bisexuals and 
transgender people were over the line for 
the mayor of St. Paul. He called them 
people making “lifestyle choices” and 
said they were not entitled to protection 
under the law in the same way that gays 
and lesbians are. 

The mayor's statement, made in 


aa 
ere 


he 


Bn 
a} 


St. Paul refuse to sign a procla- oe os ". Ba 


mation which, for many in the 
Twin Cities, seemed just anoth- 
er celebratory piece’ of paper 
issued every year? According to | 
Mayor Coleman, it was because | 
the proclamation — and the} | 
Pride festival — included bisex-} 
ual and transgender pride. He} 
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Traditional Chinese Acupuncture 


early May of 1994, shocked the Twin 
Cities’ bi and transgender citizens. Lou 
Hoffman, a Minneapolis resident and a 
midwest regional delegate to BiNet 
USA, was doing volunteer work for the 
Pride Committee when she heard the 
news from a bisexual member of the 
Pride organizing committee. Hoffman 
was also an active member of one of the 
Twin Cities’ four bisexual organizations. 
, She immediately began talking with 
bisexual and transgenderfolk in the 
‘area and their allies about the 
Mayor's refusal to sign and subse- 
quent statements. Two letters 
‘appeared in the first issue of 
Met focusPoint, a new queer paper for the 
8 twin Cities that premiered on May 
27, 1994. These letters were copies 
‘of letters to Mayor Coleman from 
bisexual Twin Cities residents. One 
writer, Jeff Oman, said that while 
Egays and lesbians, bisexuals and 
transgender people “do have many 
i differences, our most important 
jcommonalities are aligned,” and 
challenged Coleman, “Who are you 
| to say this isn’t so?” 
Jage Miller wrote of appearing 
| at an anti-violence rally and telling 
about her experience with a man 
armed with a hockey stick who fol- 
lowed her and tore down posters 
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University Bi Community meeting and 
screamed at the two, “If I had a gun right 
now, I'd shoot you all.” Miller's testimo- 
ny at the anti-violence rally was aired on 
the six o'clock news. The next day, the 
group home where Miller worked held a 
special board meeting, and she was asked 
to resign from her job. In her letter to 
Coleman, she said, “I deserve the right to 
tell others that I have been a victim of a 
hate crime, and not lose my job for doing 
so. 

Over in St. Paul, bisexual resident 
Marge Charmoli was working to set up 
an informational meeting with Mayor 
Coleman. Charmoli was offered a one- 
on-one meeting, but declined in favor of 
a larger meeting, stating that the Mayor 
needed to get a sense of the diversity and 
scope of the people disturbed by his 
stance. 

After public reaction made things a 
bit hot for the mayor, he wrote a state- 
ment that affirmed his commitment to 
promoting “fairness and equality in all 
areas of life” and praised the “significant 
contributions” of the gay and lesbian 
community. No mention of bisexual or 
transgender people was made in that 
statement. Discussions of “divide and 
conquer” strategy flared in various parts 
of the GLBT communit 











Miller and a friend were putting up for 
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bisexual and transgender activists feared 
that gays and lesbians would take the 
mayor's bait and resent bisexuals and 
transgender people for “spoiling Pride” 
instead of holding the mayor account- 
able for his unwillingness to sign the 
Proclamation. 

According to one Twin Cities jour- 
nalist, Coleman’s attitude went beyond 
unwillingness and into action. Reporter 





Minneapolis City Hall source told him 
that Coleman asked Sayles-Belton to 
retract her signature and sign a different 
version of the proclamation, but Sayles- 
Belton refused. Political scene-watchers 
contrasted the two mayors:  Sayles- 
Belton, the first Black woman mayor of 
the city of Minneapolis who was cam- 
paigned on a platform of strengthening 
neighborhoods and combating discrimi- 
nation and corruption, and Norm 
Coleman, the young white man with the 
trendy haircut who made much of having 
been to Woodstock and presented him- 
self as a forward-looking mayor who 
would lead St. Paul into a strong eco- 
nomic future. Cynics said that, regard- 
less of the outcome, the GLBT 


community was once again being used as 
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Mark Kasel said in Gaze Magazine that a 






a political pawn in the endless position- 
ing and repositioning of elected officials. 
On June 28, twenty bisexual and 
transgender activists and their allies met 
with Coleman at City Hall. Discussion 
ranged from the effects of the mayor's 
refusal to sign the proclamation to the 
need for a liaison with the GLBT com- 
munity to proposed cuts in health ser- 
vices by the city of St. Paul, and a great 
deal of personal testimony 
ey] was offered by the people 
ti who came to urge Mayor 
Coleman to rethink his posi- 
‘|tion, but when the meeting 
" Was over, one fact remained: 
Mayor Norm Coleman still believed that 
gays and lesbians were entitled to cele- 
brate Pride Day, and bisexual and trans- 
gender people were not. 

In the offices of the St. Paul City | 
Council, there was one politician in par- | 
ticular who was troubled by Mayor 
Coleman’s attitude. City Council 
President Dave Thune had dealt with 
the issues before. According to Thune, 
“When I authored the Human Rights 
Ordinance my first term in office, I had 
moments of doubt: Is this going to cost 
me my budding political career?” Thune 
came to terms with that doubt, he said. 
“Most people realize there are always 
decisions in political life that some peo- 
ple find unpopular, but if there weren’t 
any decisions like that, they wouldn’t 











need us.” Thune and other members of 
the City Council crafted a resolution 
supporting GLBT Pride which five of 
the seven council members signed. 
Thune said, recalling the scramble, “we 
invented a proclamation.” Thune 
laughed, and continued “at the time the 
City Council lawyer told us it might be 
illegal, but we figured what could they 
do? Put us in jail?” He paused for a 
moment, then said quietly, “I'd be willing 
to go to jail for it.” 

Thune attended thie Pride Festival, 


riding his motorcycle in the Parade, and 


joined other City Council members and 
GLBT activists and allies on the Festival 
stage to present the council's resolution 
to the St. Paul Action Group, who then 
presented it to Nan Cournoyer, 1994 
Pride Committee Executive Co-chair. 
Said Thune, “In St. Paul, human rights 
are for everyone.” Marge Charmoli 
praised the resolution, saying, “The 
council acted with a sense of conscious- 
ness and courage. They have righted a 
wrong.” 

Thune took some heat for that 
courage, although he said, “The hate 
mail was not neatly as bad as in ‘91” 
when the Human Rights Ordinance was 
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passed. Still, he received the usual 
“obscene, scrawled childish cartoons and 


a couple of death threats,” and one local 


minister put up a sign saying “Dump 
Thune — He Supports Faggots” on his 
lawn. The minister's lawn was near the 
school bus stop where one of Thune's 
children waited every day. Due to this 
and other harassment, Thune and his 


family eventually transferred the child to 


another school, but Thune regards the 
whole thing philosophically. “I think my 
kids are much stronger for it, “ he said, 
“and I hope my son respects his old 
man.” 

In ‘95, the scenario was repeat- 
ed: Mayor Coleman again declined 
Mi to sign the Pride Proclamation, and 
a the City Council of St. Paul again 
issued its own proclamation. This year, 
six of seven council members signed. 

Thune, who is still City Council 
President, said that he considers Mayor 
Coleman’s position on bisexual and 
transgender people as being “an excuse, a 
reason not to support the resolution and 
an attempt to divide the community.” 
Said Thune, “You have to remember that 
if you let people get divided, you get shot 
to pieces somewhere down the line.” 

Rejecting attempts to divide and 


conquer is something to which the 


Minnesota bisexual and transgender peo- 
ple have committed themselves. What 
Norm Coleman may call a “lifestyle 
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choice” is, they maintain, a commitment 
to honesty. As Jeff Oman’s letter put it, 
“I do have a choice. I can choose to hide 
in the closet, to deny an essential part of 
myself, to conform out of a very real fear 
that I will be beaten or shamed, to live a 
lie. I choose not to. I choose to struggle 
with the forces that ask that of me, hop- 
ing that out of that struggle will come a 
day when we do not need a Celebration 
of Pride, when our choices and identities 
are affirmed everyday, when our differ- 
ences are understood, tolerated, and cel- 
ebrated, every day. Until then my 
struggle, our struggle, will continue, and 
I will choose to be a part of it.” 

City Council President Thune and 
the overwhelming majority of coun- 
cilmembers have chosen to support that 
struggle for equality. The Mayor of St. 
Paul has chosen to withhold his support 
— the current mayor, it should be noted. 
Now that the lines have been drawn so 
clearly, it remains to be seen whether the 
citizens of St. Paul will support that kind 
of Mayor. 


Elise Matthesen is a hearing-impaired journal- 
ist, writer, and performer who has been out of 
the closet for twenty-one years. She lives in 
St. Paul, MN and is proud to be a part of a 
long tradition of mid-western bi activism. 
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Ask Auntie Margo & Uncle Bill 








Dear Auntie Margo and Uncle Bill, 


I am 37 years old and have recently 
come out of the closet as bisexual. 
Hooray! While I expected a certain 
amount of hostility from the gay and les- 
bian community, as well as the straight 
world, I am really surprised at the reac- 
tion I have gotten. I attend a branch of 
Metropolitan Community Church, which 
Is Now very accepting of bisexuals, and I 
am out of the closet to the congregation. | 
find that the gay men have given me 
an incredibly warm reception, but the les- 
bian women have almost uniformly given 
me the cold shoulder. This isn't such a 
bad thing because at least half the church 
accepts me, but I really want to meet 
women. | already have a male lover, but | 
am lacking a woman's love in my life. To 
make matters worse, I find that most of 
the lesbian or bisexual women I have met 
are very serious-minded, while I am very 
joyous and light-hearted. I have simply 
been alive too long to want to take myself 
too damned seriously, and this stoic seri- 
ousness among the women I've met really 
turns me off, So the turn-off at church 
social events seems to be mutual. I am 
kind of shy about approaching anyone, 
male or female, for a date, and | was 
counting on socializing activities at church 
to be a safe place to get to know other 
women. The bar scene really turns me off, 
and the bisexual group here is not very 
active. What's an androgyne to do? - 
Sylvia 









40 


HAT YouR MOTHER 
Never Tou You 


Kerwin Brook 


certified massage therapist | 


SWEDISH 
JOINT MOBILIZATION 
AURIC PALM HEALING 


“Inner Peace thru Touch” 


(415)863-8197 





Dear Sylvia 






You might consider placing a per- aig 


sonal ad in a magazine that you 3s; 


feel comfort- 3 
able with. 


i a 
ee ee ty 


metropolitan 
parts of the U.S. now 
have at least one alternative 
newspaper, and most large cities have at 
least one gay and lesbian newspaper. 
Almost all of these have personals sections 
where you might have some luck meeting 
women who share your outlook, or are at 
least more accepting of it. I'd also suggest 
checking out bi writer Carol Queen's new 
book, Exhibitionism for the Shy (Down 
There Press), for some pointers on how 
to deal with your shyness. While your 
main issue seems to be getting to that first 
date, this book will help you relax once 
you ve gotten that far. It's a fun read. And 
it does have a chapter on meeting others. 
Good luck, Sylvia! I'm eager to hear how 
things work out for you. -Uncle Bill 


Auntie Margo 1s on vacation this issue, 
but she still cares about you ail. 
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Reprinted from the BiNet USA Southeastern Region 
Newsletter. 

Preliminary data from over 30 Bisexual Youth 
Initiative (BYI) surveys representing 20 states indicate some 
intriguing patterns of sensitivity and need among queer youth 
organizations with regard to their outreach to bisexual youth: 

Over 80% of all responding organizations stated they 
include the term "bisexual" in the title or sub-title of their orga- 
nization, in their press releases, mission statements, and on a 
consistent basis in outreach literature and informational pam- 
phiets. 

Over 75% state they had youth members in their orga- 
nization who are "out" as "bisexual" to their peers. 

83% indicate they did not have a current copy of the 
Bisexual Resource Guide prior to the BY] providing each of them 
with a copy. 

45% report they have no texts or literature on bisexual 
issues for youth to read or use for self-examination. 

38% said they have no periodic or ongoing services or 
support groups for bisexual youth. 

Over 40% state they have no "out" bisexual volunteers 
on staff or leaders in key roles within their groups. 

52% state they do not address the issue of situational 
homosexuality, which may impact on the development of a 
bisexual identity and which often affects those who may be 
homeless or runaways, engage in prostitution or sex work, live 
in boarding schools, be imprisoned, or serve in the armed 
forces. 

Over 30% do not address the issues of validating non- 
monogamous relationships as equally legitimate to monoga- 
mous ones, and do not address issues of pregnancy when 
reviewing safer sex information provided to youth. 

Final results on these areas are expected to be available 
by January 1996 as the BYI completes a second "sweep" of sur- 
veys in September, completely targeted to university and cam- 
pus organizations. At the BiNet annual meeting in 


Minneapolis, BY] National Coordinator Stacey Langley and 
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BisexuAL YouTH INITIATIVE 


| ck/money order to: Ka’ahumanu & Company 


by Brad Dent 


BYI Non-Youth Liaison Brad Dent raised nearly $200 in cash 
donations and postage stamps to boost the campus outreach 
effort. This money was raised by "The Bi Grind," an enter- 
tainment event featuring go-go performances, music, dancing, 
and a tribute to presumably bisexual musician Prince in his 
hometown. 

The fundraising supplemented the grant received from 
the California Institute of Contemporary Arts (CICA). CICA 
provided over $1200 to fund the outreach, allowing the most 
crucial aspect of the proposed project to be completed. A 
response was received from over one third of the groups con- 
tacted. In addition to receiving a copy of the Bisexual Resource 
Guide, all responding groups were sent pamphlets designed by 
the BYI entitled "Am I Bisexual? Information on Bisexuality 
for Young People" and "The National Bisexual Youth 
Initiative: A Guide to Resources and Support for Bisexual 
Youth and Their Allies." 

Currently, four bisexual youth activists coordinate the 
project from key geographic points: Stacey Langley in Houston, 
Texas; Monika Gries in Minneapolis, Minnesota; Eric 
Weathers in Asheville, North Carolina; and Tim Horing in San 
Francisco, California. Brad Dent is the only non-youth liaison 


at the moment, although other liaisons are needed. 
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THE MOVEMENT OF STARS 


by Brent Wade Smith 


It was a year ago that you killed me: 

3:47 in the morning, a Tuesday. 

I see the face of your watch peeking from your shoe, 

remember the smell of your pubic hair drench in sweat, 
discharge, the sweet heavy vinegar that soured the bed for days, 
the molecules of breath, compressed, ready to implode 

and fuse into one between our waiting lips, 

the silence of cells opening and closing within our bodies. 
Within my body now, I know the time on your watch: 

within my body, 3:47 A.M. It was a Tuesday. 


I've been naked on the toilet for an hour now, 

the cramps exhausted, finally asleep in my muscles, 

my feet on the rim of the seat, my forehead against my knees. 
In the clean cold white borders of ceramic and tile, 

I am a canvas of pores. 

So many blemishes I've never noticed before. 

So many colors so beautiful and alive that I've never known. 
One more today maybe. 

One more camouflaged among the rest, 

one more inside me painting its way to the surface. 


I trace the designs they make, a sheet thickening each day, 
wrapping me in a quilted warmth of patterns. 

And if I stretch my skin tight, 

they move across my body in constellations. 

I name them because I alone have discovered them, 

I name them because I'm going back to the bar tonight, 
because I'll show them to anyone, even if they don't ask, 
even if they choose not to know, not to look up 

and see the sky, my skin blanketing this shivereing world 
and extending to the Milky Way's singing horizon. 


Brent Wade Smith ts an instructor at a small New Orleans academy. His 
poems have previously appeared in Bay Windows, and The James White 
Review. A short story of his will also he featured in the upcoming tissue 4 
Wilde Oaks. Presently he ts preparing a manuscript for a chapbook of his work. 
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EVA FESTA - THE GIRL, THE DEVIL, HER VIOLIN 


by Shayla Kiser 


Would you sell the souls of your 
family to the devil for the love of a hand- 
some foreigner? Would you? Eva Festa 
poses this Faustian dilemma in The Girl, 
the Devil, Her Violin, her soul-and flesh- 
baring performance ritual about love and 
its nemesis, fear, in their many forms. 
Unlike the male Faust, who sells his soul 
for superhuman power, the Girl seeks 
power and magic through connection 
with a lover. In this story, and through- 
out the piece, we see the girl grapple with 
the question of just what we believe we 
must do — and are willing to do — to be 
loved. 

Eva fuses music, dance, trapeze 
movement and simple ritual in this mag- 
ical piece that speaks to all of us who have 
struggled with questions of how to love 
and what we are called to do in this life. 
Her clear articulation of her own fears 
encourages us to do the same. 

Images of beauty, pain, and ecstasy 
accompany us on this pilgrimage toward 
the deep underworkings of our psyches in 
our relationships with ourselves, our fam- 
ilies, our lovers and the world. 

The piece was brought to life by the 
performer's brush with death. Eva calls 
herself "lucky.” At the age of 4, she was 
given a violin to play. Over the years she 
merged her personal identity and feelings 
of self-worth with her ability to play. 
Landing her first job with a professional 
symphony, she was well on her way to a 
career as a classical violinist when she "got 
lucky a second time." At 22, a near-fatal 
car accident left her unable to play for 2 
years, and she was forced to reexamine 
and recreate her identity as a worthy 
human being apart from her performance 
abilities. 

On this journey toward self-love, 
she discovers three basic themes, all beau- 
tifully, soulfully portrayed in her one- 
woman piece. 

The process of letting go of unnec- 
essary ties to the family is essential to the 
internalization of a voice of authority and 
individuation as a full, erotic being. The 
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Girl embodies both innocent eroticism 
and societal shame of female sexuality, 
"feels a split in her emerging feminist 
consciousness between the men she loves 
and the patriarchy she hates opens herself 
to loving women,” realizes she's bisexual. 

The Devil holds us in bondage by 
our fears, convinces us we are unworthy as 
we are, and fans fires of scarcity which 
separate us from the source 
of life. “Devil, it is you who 
separates us from the source 
of life. You cut a line 
between body and soul — | 
you tell us we can't trust. 
each other — that we have to 
lie, cheat and steal because 
there is not enough to go 
around.” Eva demonstrates 
that courageously naming F = 
and facing our fears dimin- 
ishes the power of our own 
demons, making us more 
available to give and receive | 
ever-present love. 

The violin, or any art, 
can be an instrument o 
expression as well as a] 
crutch to avoid stepping # 
boldly into life as an indi- |jeisges 
vidual. With the realiza- | 
tion that love is available to 
us, right now, as we are, we 
become free to leave the 
"crutch" of the art and 
"come naked to the divine." 

And that Eva does.| | 
Swirling gracefully, she | 
does a strip-trapeze-tease, | 
offering herself to the world i 
"naked, without badges of | 4 
identity or accomplish- f “4 
ments’ though this act is 
quite the accomplishment ™ 
in itself. She is fragile and funny, coura- 
geous and tender as she deals with inno- 
cence, suicide, death, rebirth, and her 
search for an authentic spiritual voice and 
practice. 

Eva credits a recent lineage of per- 
formance mentors in the development of 





this piece, including: Audrey Lehmann, 
Rachel Kaplan, Stephanie Maher, Misha 
Meyers, Jess Curtis, Keith Hennessey, 
Jules Beckman, and Ruckus. With 
Shannon McGuire and Olive Bieringa, 
light design and operations. Shows were 
the last two Fridays and Saturdays of 
October at Footwork, 3221 22nd St. @ 
Mission, in San Francisco. 





Shayla Kiser is a performance artist, writer, 
and sex goddess who can frequently be seen 
in San Francisco's sunny Mission District. 
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THE SHOCKING TRUTH REVEALED // 


MY FIQST DAY AT THe THEATRE | MET MARK, WHO 
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MARK WAS A NEAT GUY AND { LIKEP TALKING To 
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WHEN | caMeE HOME FOR 
| CHRISTMAS, THE MANAGER 
‘Sain HE'O QuiT AND 
LEFT Town! MAYBE HE 
| WENT TO BROADWAY, 

{wo OR TO 


Holly Woop, 





| DIDN'T SAY ANYTHING THEN, BUT AFTER 

WORK | GAVE MARK A RIDE TO THE SUBWAY 
STATION. ON THE WAY, 
[How | FELT: 
i/ Its that 





| LIKED THE PLAY BUT | WAS STARTING 
ITO BE UNCOMFORTABLE wiTH How 
ERIENDLY MARK WAS TOWARDS ME. 

amis 1 GOT Moke AND Moe 
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\ THEATRE TOGETHER. 

1 | WoNPERED WHAT 
THE OTHER EMPLOYEES 
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iguT I'VE FELT AWFUL EVER 
ISINCE. | MEAN, | WAS Suci 
An) ASSHOLE’ AND JUST 
THINK. OF THE THINGS WE 
CouLD TALK ABouvT NOW... 7 
BUT | GUESS ITS Too LATE. 
WHAT ‘S PAST 1S PAST. 
IsrufiD To DWELL ON IT. 
iveé GOT THE ZEST OF MY 
LIFE To Live. 
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You EVER MEET 
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init 1’ REALLY 

B, REALLY SorRy? 
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j ZAPATA VIVE! 


On January 1st, 1994, the Zapatista Army for National 
Liberation (the EZLN) made its international debut. This guerrilla 
army of mostly indigenous Mayans quickly captured a number of 
important cities in southern Mexico — including the popular tourist des- 
tination of San Cristobal de las Casas — and called for the overthrow of 
the Mexican government. Timing their insurrection with the first day 
of NAFTA's implementation, the Zapatistas denounced the agreement 
with the U.S. as an economic ‘death sentence for indigenous people." 

Currently a tense stalemate exists between the EZLWN and the 
Mexican army. For a long time the government refused to discuss any 
substantive issues, limiting the “peace talks” to a discussion of getting the 
Zapatistas to lay down their arms. The government finally agreed to 
address far broader topics in the peace talks, including economic justice, 
women s rights, and indigenous rights, only after the EZLN threatened 
to break off the talks. The Mexican government appears somewhat 
divided in confronting the Zapatistas however, and at times taking 
actions which seem to be designed to provoke confrontation. The recent 
arrest—and quick release—of alleged EZLN leader Commandante 
German, despite a government amnesty declared for the peace talks, 
highlights this schizophrenia. The Mexican army, meanwhile, is reput- 
ed to be quietly buying up as many arms as possible on the internation- 
al market. 

This last summer I had the opportunity to travel through 
Chiapas working with a human rights organization sponsored by 
Archbishop Samuel Ruiz. I wrote this piece to share some of what I 
found while I was there. 


Riding from Ocosingo to La Garrucha I found myself 
crowded onto the back of a tightly packed truck along with about 
15 indigenous campesinos and Elena, a nun who was acting as my 
escort. Several of the younger men straddled the side of the truck 
as we flew over the winding dirt road at a pace I have never seen 
outside of Mexico. ‘The ride was friendly as one of the men shared 
3 six packs of beer with the other men (women never drink, I 
gathered). Finally arriving at our destination, Elena and I shouted 
"/Baja!" at the driver and disembarked. 

La Garrucha is a small town, too small to appear on any 
of the tourist maps. Some 300 people live here, perhaps 70 fami- 
lies, all of them Mayan. There is not a single store in La Garrucha, 
and I think it might be the first time in my life I've been in a pop- 
ulated area where there are no advertisements for Coke or Pepsi 
("Free at last!" I think to myself). As we got off the truck a bevy of 
3 to 8 year-old boys rushed to greet us, excited by the presence of 
visitors. Elena helped organize the chaos. "Help him carry that. 
Isn't that too heavy for you?” "No, it's not heavy,” answered one 
boy, obviously straining a bit with the load, 

I'm not sure how the community would view my bisex- 
uality, but I make a decision not to try to find out. I take the risk 
to come out to the comparieros who I work with— and they have no 
problems whatsoever— but I just don't want to throw any unnec- 
essary complications into my relationship with the townspeople. 
Partly I am afraid of their reaction, which I presume will be some- 
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(AND SO DO THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE OF MEXICO} 


by Aaron Kerwin 


what negative, and partly I don't want to force people who are it 
erally in fear for their lives to suddenly have to deal with my agen- 
da~ anyway, that's the "political" justification which runs through 
my head. I don't really hide anything~ I even wear queer T-shirts- 
but in an environment where it seems no one knows what a pink 
triangle means (and no one asks) I decide to keep a low profile. 
I'm mostly here to learn, not to preach. 

La Garrucha is situated more or less in the middle of the 
state of Chiapas, a few days hike away from the Guatemalan bor- 
der. The surrounding mountains are densely covered with an 
abundance of plant types — pines coexist with palm trees and a 
variety of deciduous types. A nearby stream passes between rolling 
hills while larger mountain ranges loom in the distance. In the 
mornings thick clouds rise from the hills, leaving the jungle par- 
tially eclipsed behind numerous screens of well-defined gray. It is 
beautiful, to say the least. | 

This is Zapatista country — not the Lacondan rainforest 
where Subcomandante Marcos and his army bides its time during 
peace talks with the government, but the rural countryside where 
the indigenous people who support the Zapatista rebellion live. In 
this community almost all of the families support the Zapatistas. 
The few families who don't (there are five) fly white flags over 
their houses and live a little separate from the rest of the commu- 
nity. They do not take part in any community activities, even 
withholding their children from school and avoiding previously- 
attended church masses. They sell beer and soft drinks and corn 
tortillas to the soldiers at the nearby La Garrucha army base for 
very high prices — they receive a peso for every tortilla, while stan- 
dard prices run a peso per kilo, about 30 tortillas. No one talks 
with them. 

Escorted by 20 or so boys, Elena and I approach the sim- 
ple concrete complex which will be my home for the next 10 days. 
"Buenas tardes!" she shouts, "Did the soldiers come today?" 

"No," responds Renaldo, another one of the workers in 
this church-sponsored peace encampment, “none came today.” I 
find out later that two days before three soldiers — one armed with 
a pistol, the other two with radio equipment — walked through the 
community and even onto private church property. They claimed 
to be on a friendly visit, and even proposed a basketball game 
between the army base and the community, but they refused to 
leave and took a lot of notes. There was some speculation that they 
had hoped to provoke some sort of incident which would then jus- 
tify bringing in the rest of the soldiers, all of whom were undoubt- 
edly on alert. The soldiers left after about an hour, but not until 
provoking quite a bit of fear on the part of the community. "The 
men are meeting right now to. discuss the situation," Renaldo tells 
us. 

This group of Mayan- ics abe whee 
sions in collectively held meetings (men only). All can talk, but 
then majority rules. This indigenous tradition goes back centuries, 
perhaps (among the peasantry at least) even before the European 





Conquest. This is the governing body which controls Marcos' 
army, the EZLN. This is the civilian base which chooses 
Comandantes who then negotiate with the government and give 
orders to Subcomandante Marcos. I had never heard of a guerril- 
la movement which was actually controlled by a democratic struc- 
ture (except maybe in pre-Franco Spain), but here it was, and they 


were having a meeting right over there, on the other side of the 


encampment. It turns 4 
out to be a fairly com- 
mon occurrence, 

i Sree ee 
encampment isn't 
really much to look at, | 
but even so it serves as | 
something of a village 
center. There is a 
building made of con- 
crete whose two. 
rooms serve as a. 
school, a second 
building with an open 
area (used for meet- 
ings) and another J 


room we use for sleep- [2201 


ing, a kitchen with a uae rae Z iacied os at a Basler 


ball court which is in almost constant use. None of the other 
buildings in La Garrucha are made of concrete, all of them are 
simple huts with thatched roofs, the same as our kitchen. At times 
one sees smoke slowly seeping through the dried palm ceilings as 
the women inside use their wood stoves to cook. 

I meet the other three people with whom I will be living 
for the next ten days. Renaldo is a former philosophy professor 
who now works in the Mexican parliament for a liberal deputy. 
Juanita, or Juan as we usually call her, is an indigenous activist 
from another state in Mexico. Patricia has the only non-political 
byline with a job as a graphic designer. All of them have come here 
in an effort to protect the people of La Garrucha from the abuse 
of the Mexican army, the idea being that if someone from "the 
outside" is around the army will have to tread more lightly. Failing 
this, at least the press can be notified. 

As an "international" my presence has an even higher 
profile, and I've been sent to La Garrucha specifically because of 
the fear raised here by recent events. About a week before the 
"friendly" intrusion into the community and onto peace encamp- 
ment land, the army decided to detain and question a member of 
the community. The army base is actually located on community 
lands, directly between the village and their communal lands, and 
subsequently the men have to walk around the military base in 
order to work their fields. This day for some reason the army 
decided to stop one of the men. "You're a Zapatista, aren't you?" 
"No," responded the man. "Don't lie to us! We know you're 
Zapatista! Who's your community representative?" After about an 
hour of such questioning, they let the man go. The townspeople 
are very afraid of the army, and a rumor floats through the village 
that the army commander threatened to attack La Garrucha dur- 
ing the questioning, though when I talk with the man himself he 
denies ever having heard this said. The townspeople are particu- 


Issue #10 1996 , 





larly on edge right now because a third round of peace talks is 
about to begin between the government and the EZLN, and there 
is a great deal of concern (to put it lightly) as to what will happen 
if the talks break off. 

The next day I begin what becomes a usual routine. 
While Renaldo and Patricia spend their time in the classroom, 


i and I deal with the sia setae of our stay — prepar- 


ing food, boiling water, 
| etc. Actually, I believe 
_| we spend most of our 
yj time simply tending to 
ma the fire in the wood 
| burning stove. The walls 
to our kitchen are only 
three feet tall, to keep 
©) the pigs out— and there- 
fore offer no protection 
from the wind. Our fire 
F4} seems especially sensitive 
WH to every shifting breeze. 

efa Still, the open view 

© allows one to look out 
ve a me over the village and 
ei _J beyond toward the dis- 


tant mountains. :. The beantifal ile sonked huts nestle together in 


little clusters of about five houses, each group closely surrounded 
by a wooden fence. Within fence boundaries, each "yard" is well 
packed with corn, thus furnishing each set of houses a field of lush 
green life to rest within. Corn is the main crop grown by the vil- 
lagers, both around their houses and on the community land, and 
they sell the unused portion to get whatever small amounts of 
actual cash they might receive. The village owns a few pigs and 
chickens and cattle, but beyond that they must rely upon the 
prices they're able to get for corn. 

Juan and I have the afternoons free, and we usually go 
bathe in a nearby stream used by the villagers for the same pur- 
pose. On any given day, anywhere from two to eight children 
might decide to accompany us, and so the little rivulet rapidly 
becomes a site of screaming and splashing and mayhem. While I 
tend to focus on water fights, Juan spends her time engaged in 
teaching the littler ones how to swim. She holds their arms up out 
of the water and pulls them along a bit while giving them instruc- 
tions. "Kick! That's it! Keep kicking!" Seeing the wild, cheek- 
bursting smile on 4-year-old Veronica's face as she moved 
through the water was worth my entire trip to Chiapas. Despite 
the fun, I was a bit nervous. Cholera had broken out recently in 
Chiapas, and most of the tivers were reportedly contaminated — 
another sign of the extreme poverty and suffering existing in the 
State. 

On a different day I have another type of adventure at 
the swimming area. There is a second government encampment 
in La Garrucha, this one consisting of a tent and two men work- 
ing for the government Commission on Human Rights. I run into 
the two of them one day when I went to the river. Renaldo, Juan 
and Patricia had already explained to me that these people were 
not to be trusted — in the past the Commission had issued reports 
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stating that the army had committed no human rights violations 
whatsoever in Chiapas, despite ample testimony from survivors of 
torture, sexual torture/rape, and even the aerial bombardment of 
entire villages. Perhaps even more maliciously, many people doing 
peace or development work in Chiapas — their names being noted 


by the Human Rights Commission — have been severely harassed _ 


upon returning to their usual lives. People have had their phone 
lines tapped, they have received threatening phone calls at home 
and at work making reference to Chiapas, and some people have 
- even been beaten up. 

When I meet thes¢ two government workers they are as 
amiable and talkative as can be. First we talk about the weather, 
and how cold the stream is. Then they ask about my work, or 
rather they specifically ask if I am a lawyer or a journalist. They ask 
about which group I am with and how long I plan to be in La 
Garrucha. They even "jokingly" ask if I brought my ski-mask 
along to go join the Zapatistas. After checking me out as much as 
they can, they suddenly change the topic and (I think in an effort 
to further win my friendship) begin to talk about Michael Jackson 
and Madonna. They tell me that both MJ and Madonna are 
homosexuals (clearly a bad thing in their minds), that what 
Michael did to all those children was a terrible thing, and that 
both he and Madonna are ugly. As I am leaving they quickly add 
that the soldiers are "muy duena honda" ("way cool") and that I can 
come over to visit their camp anytime. By the end of the interview 
I agree with the assessment of my comparieros: "Son policia’ 
("They're police"). 

The last time g 
there was direct fighting 
between the government 
and the EZLN, in 
February, the people of 
La Garrucha fled their 
town. The men went up 
into the mountains for a 
month while the women 
took the children to a 
nearby Red Cross out- 
post. The army went f 
through the village and 
destroyed whatever they 
could. They burned 
clothes, killed livestock, 
and dumped out most of 
the community's grain. 
For some reason, they | 
didn't wreck the water 
supply, as they did in 
other areas. Somehow 
none of the abuses that 
happened in La 
Garrucha ended up in- 
the government human 


rights commission's 
report ("muy buena TO ay Mare Tg ; ey 
honda" indeed). bnaaniahanasstnaLanias 
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In some ways the people of La Garrucha have been lucky 
to face only the "stick" end of government counterinsurgency tac- 
tics. In other areas the government has initiated an aggressive pro- 
gram of essentially buying off the population through Centros de 
Accién Social (CAS). CAS offices give out food, supplies and 
credit throughout the state of Chiapas, but only to those groups 
which support the government. A number of peasant organiza- 
tions, even those which were previously independent or openly 
supported the EZLN, have traded their freedom for fertilizer and 
in this way become members of government unions. A member of 
the independent State Democratic Assembly of the Chiapan 
People (Aedepch) is quoted in one of the daily papers as saying, 
"We can't compete like this. We're losing our base. They give out 
material to build houses, money and farming supplies. We hold 
demonstrations and sit-ins." (La Jornada, June 16). In some areas 
about half of the population has become pro-government. 
Relations between those who opt for the government and those 
who favor the Zapatistas are extremely polarized. The two groups 
attend different church services and even schools have been forced 
to offer separate classes. Many worry about the possibility of vio- 
lence between the two civilian groups, and the consequences if the 
army should then decide to "keep the peace" (in other words, to 


attack the pro-Zapatista side). Perhaps because of its small size, 


La Garrucha has no CAS office. The relative unity within the 
community provides a strong base to resist the intimidating tactics 
of the army. 

The slow pace of daily village life masks the degree of 
<_ tension which exists within the town. 
3 a Every morning the men go off to 
work in the fields or cut wood while 
the women cook or go to the local 
water hole to fill a few buckets with 
™ water. In the afternoons the men play 
basketball or soccer while the women 
m2 continue to work. There are long 
periods of time when nothing much 
| at all seems to be happening. Army 
observation planes fly overhead four 
or five times a day, but the soldiers 
must get awfully bored. I read a lot 
and write letters to my friends. If I'm 
lucky the boys come interrupt my 
f writing and pester me. They love to 
 j|sing Zapatista songs (they know 
Sei three, and repeat them often) and 
scribble "EZLN" wherever they can. 
Even if they can't really write, they 
can all scrawl out a shaky "EZLN." 
| My favorite thing to do in La 
=m Garrucha is to play with these young 
ea boys. We kick a ball around, get 
=m involved in tickle matches (me against 
ea everyone), and roll over each other 
Be like logs. 

The girls are much shyer 
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and more difficult to engage. Even in the classroom | 

Renaldo and Patricia note how difficult it is to get the girls | 
to talk. While the boys go around shouting ";Yo! ;Yo! Yo" | 
("Me! Me! Me!"), the girls generally stay together in a| _ 
group and remain quiet. It is disconcerting to see gender MR. 
roles so staunchly fixed at such a young age. One night the 
boys find a large toad and show it to me and Patricia. 
They begin to push at it with their feet in order to make 
it jump. Their nudges rapidly become more violent, and | 
Patricia and I decide to rescue the toad before the boys kill 
it. We grab the toad and place it on the other side of a 


fence, much to the boys disappointment and apparent [JP . 


incomprehension. During the day they enjoy throwing 
rocks and mudclumps at the local pigs and dogs. re 
The EZLN, for its part, has clearly recognized Re f ‘ 





the need to utilize the full talents of everyone in their rev- LEQUCO! LA aartuena 5} 


olutionary endeavor. Women occupy top positions within the 


civilian Zapatista hierarchy and command in the army as well. 
The EZLN consistently speaks out in favor of the full participa- 
tion of women in community affairs, but as far as I can tell noth- 
ing like this has happened in La Garrucha. I watch as the men 
listen to a radio announcement by Comandante Ramona speak- 


ing about the struggle of women, but their faces remain impassive, . 


showing neither pleasure nor displeasure. Nevertheless, I know 
that women like Comandante Ramona have come from towns 
like La Garrucha, that the feminism evinced by the EZLN is just 
as "indigenous" as the more conservative roles I witness here. 

A few days into the third round of peace talks between 
the government and the EZLN, a Zapatista representative comes 
by to consult with the townspeople. In response to the social cri- 
sis which afflicts the people of Chiapas, in response to the pover- 
ty, the lack of schooling and medical care which the people of 
Chiapas confront, the government has suggested putting a num- 
ber of state-run stores throughout the state. The men meet to dis- 
cuss this proposal. They are worried. They feel that the 
government does not take the peace process seriously. They fear 
that the government wants war. The only social program in the 
area has been for road improvement, and the army uses a lot of 
trucks. Despite their fear, the men tell the EZLN representative 
to reject the proposal. Though they are desperate for peace, the 
survival of their community demands that they take more than a 
few risks. 

Seen from the perspective of La Garrucha, the reasons 
for the Zapatista uprising become easy to understand. Beyond the 
fight against poverty and economic injustice, the Zapatistas are 
struggling to preserve an entire way of life. Throughout the coun- 
tryside of Southern Mexico (and in many other areas as well) 
indigenous people have maintained a centuries-old system of 
cooperative economics and participatory democracy. Even in the 
face of extreme poverty, created through both historical conquest 
and modern big-business capitalism, the people hope to defend a 
form of community which is dear to them. The alternative, taking 
one's chances in the city, spells certain cultural suicide. 

My last evening in La Garrucha, by chance, coincides 
with a big town celebration: the Festival of San Antonio. Things 
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has been scheduled to begin on July 4th. Although no settlement 
has been reached, things are likely to remain peaceful, at least for 
a while. To commemorate San Antonio the women gather out- 
side of the church and wait. They carry silk flowers of fluorescent 
hues which somehow compliment the bright colors on their floral 
print dresses. [he men appear from somewhere in the village and 
head toward the church, accompanied by a drum and a flute 
which play what I suspect to be an extremely old tune. Meeting, 
the two groups walk in a large circle three times before entering 
the church. Later there is a party with dancing, sugar cookies and 
coffee. Mostly the women dance with each other while the men 
merely watch, though as the evening gets going a few unmarried 
bachelors ask prospective partners to dance as well. A couple of 
children at the edge of the dance area move their bodies in uncer- 
tain patterns to the rhythm of the music. There is a brilliant 
canopy of stars shining above and La Garrucha seems happy, but 
I can't help wondering about the people in the neighboring army 
camp. Sometimes I think that people reject left-wing arguments 
because they refuse to believe in the existence of institutionalized 
cruelty. It makes perfect sense to me: lots of things become justi- 
fiable when someone is trying to kill you, and for some young guy 
in the Mexican army that's all the Zapatistas are— people who 
want soldiers dead. 1 wish those young men could be here at this 
party. I wish they could watch these children trying to dance. I 
wish they could eat a few of those cookies. 


Aaron Kerwin is a massage therapist and writer living 
in San Francisco. 
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by Laura Post 

It was another wounded soul 
who reawakened me to my pussy. One of 
my favorite activities was to telephone her 
at work and to masturbate, deliciously 
aware that she could neither fully respond 
nor participate. 

I would begin: "I'm glad to talk 
to you... you are such a hot cunt... I am 
really missing you,” as I leisurely rear- 
ranged myself on my bed. 


"I'm on my back, my black silk 


robe is falling over my, 
open legs. I can smell how 
wet I am already, but I am 
not going to touch my 
hole... yet. I'm running 
my hands over my belly, 
stroking my dark, coarse, 
curly hairs... now the finer ff 
ones further up. Do you 
remember when you gave [7 
me this robe on my birth- ff 
day? We went hiking and | 
we stopped on the trail on FF 
the way up and you put fy 
your whole hand in me... i. 
we were both too busy to = cl 

notice the man who came = 

up close and then slunk [eam : 
by as I was writhing... |) a 
still found time to rough 
up your nipple as I 
screamed. Can you hear 
the slurp as I slide my legs together? No? 
Hold on, I am moving the phone 
lower..now I'm flat. On my 
stomach...OK, I'll wait while you close 
your office door." 

I remember this ritual of hearing 
the mumuring voices of the other social 
workers fading, then the gentle but 
definitive click as the oak portal slid into 
place. I could feel the gush of wetness; I 
knew that if I looked, there would be a 
dark patch on the peach satin sheets the 
size of a record album. I strained to hear 
my lover's voice return to the receiver. I 
knew, as I involuntarily groaned and 
heard a quick rustling intake of breath, 
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My Own HAND 


that she had been waiting, listening, teas- 
ing me with her knowing silence. 

| Urgently, but methodically, I 
resumed our familiar play. "While you 
were gone, I didn't touch myself. But I 
can really smell my wetness now. I'm 
moving my left index finger in a small cir- 
cle around my clitoris. Faster... harder... 
now slow.” I hummed to demonstrated 
the pace. "I'm leaning on my knuckled 
hand, gyrating, my cunt over my fist. 





“Hard. My ass is up, my asshole exposed. I 


wish you were here to split my cheeks and 
bite my thighs while I put part of my fin- 
ger into my pussy. Just a little... up to the 
first knuckle. Deeper...two fingers. I'm 
grinding my pussy down. Oh God. Fuck 
me. I'm fucking me. Oh it's good." I held 
off with the words for a while, absorbing 
her sighing at my ear. She could have 
been called away at any minute so | was 
sure that she was not touching herself. 

I know that she heard the squeak 
of our "jewel box,” an antique bedside 
table that we had refinished that housed 
our toys. She did not know until I grunt- 
ed that I had taken out the "four-finger" 


lavender dyke dildo shaped like a woman. 
She bought it for me for the camping trip 
where it rained for 9 days. Nine days of 
staying in the tent and licking and touch- 
ing and kissing. Pussy juice watermarks 
were all over our down bags; I didnt 
think that sleeping pads would stain so 


permanently. 
"It’s in me, all the way in. I'm 
pulling it out, just to my lips... not all the 


way out... then pe that tightness and all 
the way in again. It's 
so wet that I could 
easily put it in my 
asshole. So wet that 
I could put it in you. 
All the way. Right 
now. I wish you 
'were here. I would 
sit on this dildo and 
- move it in and out 
Ae a) of me as I put my 
: finger in and out of 
you. You would 
moan, then cry out." 
As she hears the 
fee hum of our magic 
ae #7 wand, she gasps. 
. "I'm rubbing 
™ it all over my pussy, 
Spe «= lying on it. It 
La pg Virates the bed. I 


J feel it in my cunt. I 


anere it to atic vale between my cunt and 


asshole... I can feel the buzz in my cunt 
and ass. | don't know where I am. Oh 
God, I am close." I cry-pant howl-wail 
then stop. "Don't you have to go back to 
work? Aren't they going to miss you? Isn't 
that your intercom?" Her voice is low and 
tight: "Please don't stop." I know that she 
is leaning forward in her rocking chair, 
across from her desk. I imagine that she is 
sitting on her hand as she slowly rocks. 
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rig BY DORINNE 


















HIIWE WERE COUNSELORS, CO- 
HIWORKERS. WE GOT ALONG BEAU- 
ITI TIFULLY, AS WE Do INREAL | 
LIFE WHEN | MEET MY KIDS || 
| | LAT DAYCARE. 


JASON 1S A MILD, UNSUSPECTING Guy, 
Z Lg } ESHIIDEDICATED To CREATING A PLEASURABLE | 


| a — Bi = -_ 
a 


SROHESH BEIIAND SAFE ATMOSPHERE FOR. CHILDREN, 












I Whe ; Concaae 2 ATA 
SLEEPAWAY CAMP WITH MY 
: RIDS' DAY CARE PROVIDER 

















an in OWERNIGHTTOP We 
}RENTED A ROOM WITH THE 


|CAMPERS. THERE WERENT ENovas | 
BLANKETS OR BEDS, SO JASON |lc sae 
AND | SHARED A SHEET ON THE Foor ACTER TALK— 

UNG LL SAM, WWE TRIED To FALL = 


WA PANTER | ee AT HEART, 
HE HAS DEVOTED HIS ARTISTIC ENERGIES 














inca i 
HIWAS LYING | 
THERE , WAIT- 
HTING PORT | 
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Anything That Moves 








MAN, \‘VE 
HEARD THIS 
| ALL BEFORE: 
|} THE MIND 
FIGHTING 
ITHE BODY. Do 
WE REALLY 
HAVE TO FIGHT 
SIGHT AND | 
| (SMELL? OUR 
BODIES KNOW 
WHAT TO Do. 
IWHY CAN'T WE 
LEAVE OUR £ 
/\ MINDS BEHIND? 





YOU'RE NGHT. YOU'RE STRONGER THAN 
WE SHOULDN'T Be DOING THIS. I'M MARRIED, 































BoTH HAVE OUR OWN FAMILIES.. WE’RE NOT 
GOING TO LET THAT GO. {’M SorRY | KISSED 
VOU. | DonT KNOW WHY [| DID IT. C7BQ 
YOURE A GOOD FRIEND, A GREAT Be 
| COUNSELOR, A TERRIFIC MOM. | w 
HAVE So MucH RESPECT FOR YoU. 
THERE'S NO REASON WHY THIS . 
SHOULD HAPPEN. WE BoTH KNOW 
| BETTER. WE HAVE So MUCH AT STAKE. 
I'M GoRRY 1 PUT You THROUGH THIS. 
YOU'RE NOT TO BLAME. (71'S REALLY | 
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CY \ 
HEY JAGON! YOU WERE IN 
MY DREAM LAST NIGHT. 








WHO WERE Vou THAT NIGHT, JASON? 

SOMEONE | ONCE HAD, OR ONCE WILL 
MAKE LOVE TO? WHEN We FINALLY 
|| SLEPT ar Vou: Ae or 
“WERE YOU,» 


J1{ UH... WELL. UM... | 
REALLY DON'T THINK 
IL IT WAS YOU. YOU KNOW 
WHEN YOU 
DREAM AROUT 
SOMEONE BUT 
YOU KNOW Irs} 
NOT REALLY |) ky 
HIM? ITS Like! 
SHE'S SUBSTI-|| | | 
TUTING FOR ||| 
SOMEONE ELS 



































GuiTD YoU DREAM? 
“bn 






——— 
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21 | AM AWAKE, | FEEL YOU STILL. 
IDO YOUKNOW | CAN FEEL YOu? DO You 
FEEL ME NoW TOO? 
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Loratne: What's tt like being a bisexual 
with AIDS in the AIDS service field? 

Luigi: I would have never dealt with 
my HIV issues unless I was able to deal 
with my sexuality issues. For a long time I 
knew I was bisexual, and HIV+, but did- 
n't do anything about it. Finding the 
South Florida Bisexual Network allowed 
me to deal with my HIV issues. Still, it 
took three years before I even came out to 
them as someone who was HIV+. 

Loraine: It must be hard, having to 
come out again and again, in every new 
group, to every new person, as a Person 
Living With Aids (PWA). 

Luigi: Yeah, it was hardest coming 
out to the South Florida Bisexual 
Network. They were my peers, my sup- 
port group, family, people I really 
cared about, Finally I just couldn’t | 
stand living a lie, keeping it inside. 
And I felt that it would help other 
people in the group who might be 
closeted about their HIV status come 
out too. It did. Now I try to come out 
as often as possible. I think it keeps 
me strong. 

It’s got to be safe for people to 
come out about their issues. Some. 
people who're positive have to deal 
with drug addiction first, some have to 
deal with surviving rape first, before they 
can deal with HIV. It’s important to know 
which issue you need to deal with and that 
others provide a space for that. Once I 
dealt with my bisexual issues and found 
the bisexual network, THEN | began 
dealing with my HIV, 


Loratne: How long ago was this? 


interview 





Luigi: In 1985. I was district execu- 
tive for the Boy Scouts at the time. Then 
I began volunteering at Body Positive, a 
local AIDS organization, and ended up 
becoming the director there for a year. 
And from there I went on to my current 
job which is with American Preferred 
Prescriptions (APP), a mail order phar- 
macy. The pharmacy is a profit-making 
business but I write proposals to the coun- 
ty and to foundations that enable us to 
provide medications for people with 
AIDS who can’t afford to pay for them. 
This year alone that means about $2 mil- 
lion worth of medications. My boss Steve 
Schaefer is a straight man who's incredibly 
supportive and dedicated. He’s vice presi- 
dent of the PWA Coalition in Dade 
County. It’s so wonderful working in an 


environment where I’m valued because 





I called my old friends and 
said, “Hey, let’s talk about HIV.” 
some of them said, “I don’t want 
to talk to you.” Others said 
“Sure, lets vet together and talk, 
lets go out dancing, too.” 


I'm bisexual and HIV+. I think that’s one 
of the reasons I’m still alive. 

Another thing I have to always come 
out about is being political. That’s another 
taboo. “You're an activist? Oh, I don’t want 
to date you.” Or, “I could never do that.” 
Still, it’s harder to come out about being 
bisexual in the world than to say I’m HIV+. 

Loraine: Why? 






Luigi FERRER — Positive BINET ACTIVIST 


by Loraine Hutchins 





Luigi: Because there’s a lot more 
support for people who say they're HIV+. 

Loraine: Is it support or pity? Or hon- 
oring you for being a survivor? 

Luigi: All of that. People respect the 
fact that you're willing to disclose, many 
of them are almost automatically support- 
ive when you say you're positive. 

Loraine: But not if you say you're bi? 

Luigi: As a matter of fact I feel most 
of the time when you say you're bi your 
motives are questioned, you're automati- 
cally suspect. They don’t know where to 
place you. There have been some exciting, 
positive changes in the Miami communi- 
ty though. The Pride committee became 
bi-inclusive several years ago. And last 
year 1 was invited to speak to the 

International Organization of Pride 
Mm Coordinators which met here. There 
were people from all over the country 
}in my workshop, wanting to know 
more about BiNet USA, how they 
could connect and build bridges with 
us, concerned about there being more 
support for bisexuals in their own com- 
munity and within their own organiza- 
tions. 
Loraine: How did you get involved 
| with monitoring federal AIDS funding? 

Luigi: Two years ago, because I had 
been a vocal PWA activist in the Miami 
area I guess, I was invited to come to a 
PWA Round Table in Washington for 
federal funders, and then later to serve on 
a training panel for the Ryan White Act. 
It developed from that. 

Loraine: Could you explain a bit about 
what the Ryan White Act is? I know Ryan 


Anything That Moves 





White was a young boy who became an 


AIDS activist himself before he died of 


AIDS and that the legislation is named in 
bis memory. I remember he said the disease 
“needed to be treated by the public as just a 
_ disease, and not a dirty word.” 

Luigi: Most of the care and treat- 
ment dollars available in the U.S. right 
now are provided through Ryan White 
legislation. The legislation mandates 
that those in affected communities and 
those infected with HIV participate in 
the decision-making process of , 
how the federal dollars are 
spent. There's about $600 mil- 
lion available. 

Loraine: How does that fit 
against the realities of the need? 

Luigi: That’s hard. In 
Miami the $15.6 million a year 
we get doesn't begin to meet Ait-am 
the need. But this funding was |'#. | 
envisioned as emergency fund- [= | 
ing, you can’t expect Ryan |i 
White dollars to fund all AIDS | 
care, they just can't. 

There are several trends 
that disturb me, as a person liv- 
ing with AIDS. In Miami we're 
faced with having to make some: 
very difficult choices this year. 
The resources are shrinking. We've 
reached a point where we can't even pay 
for medications for everyone. Under 
that situation I can’t justify paying for 
psychological counseling or case man- 
agement even though these are crucial 
links in the management of care. 
Counseling might save someone's life 
or keep them from infecting others, yet 
we just don’t have money for it. 

Loraine: A lot of bisexual activists 
havent reaily done much around AIDS. 
Why? 

Luigi: Well, I think we haven't 
done much around bisexuality to begin 
with. Until we educate the population 
at large about what bisexuality is and 
how many of us there are, it'll be that 
way. | 

However, I feel really fortunate to 
have been involved in national bi poli- 
tics and HIV issues. There have been 
many times when I was at the table 
acknowledging that I was bisexual 
where that has made a difference in the 
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way ‘federal bureaucrats, people who 
make funding decisions about Ryan 
White, view issues. 

When the government says “gay 
and bisexual men” it assumes that it 
reaches bisexuals by addressing “gay 
and bisexual men.” This ignores het- 
erosexually-identified bi men and 
assumes the messages we send out to 
heterosexual men are adequate, but 
they aren't. We're also assuming that 
there are no bi women and that they're 


pin 


not at risk for HIV. So, there’s still a 
good number of us that aren't reached. 
This year I was one of the reviewers for 
the 1994 supplemental grant applica- 
tions. I was on a tearn with health care 
professionals, experts and PWAs from 
around the country. It was really impor- 
tant that we had a bisexual there as part 
of that process. 

Loraine; Was there a bisexual on 
every team? 

Luigi: No. But there was an 
HIV+ person on every team and gay 
people on every team and people of 
color on every team. 

Loraine: How did you get to go to 
Puerto Rico? 

Luigi: I was asked by HRSA, the 
agency that administers Ryan White 
money, to go to Puerto Rico as part of 
their evaluation team, since I speak 
Spanish and am Puerto Rican. It was 
like a dream come true. To be able to 
go home and help organize the com- 
munity, both the gay/lesbian/bisexual 
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Luici Ferrer - Positive BiNeT Activist CONTINUED 


community and the HIV community. I called my old friends and 
said, “Hey, let’s get together, I want to talk about HIV.” Some of 
them said, “I don’t want to talk to you.” Others said “Sure, let’s 
get together and talk, let’s go out dancing, too.” It was a fun trip, 
and a lot of hard work. 

Puerto Rico was really sad too. Emotionally it’s hard to see 
people without services, it just freaks me out. The lack of services 
on the island is horrible. There are some bright spots: Ponce and 
San Juan have some community-based organizations that func- 
tion at the level of any community-based organization in the 
States. I wouldn’t mind being a patient there. But most places, 
people are shuffled back and forth from one clinic to the other 
and nobody wants to see them. There are emergency rooms where 
people die, after sitting waiting over four days and not receiving 
any care. There is essentially no primary care. The public health 
system just doesn't have the infrastructure to support the Ryan 
White effort. And Ryan White was never meant to be stand- 
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alone funding. It’s got to work with the infrastructure that already 
exists. And in Puerto Rico, there is none, in many places. 

There's no activist community, or only the very beginnings, 
one or two people. I'm going to have the president of the PWA 
Coalition of Puerto Rico visit me in Miami, we'll do some talk- 
ing and training. But there aren’t enough people involved yet for 
a viable political organization there. The culture is very homo- 
phobic and it’s mostly a small town, Catholic mentality. There are 
a few bright spots, like a priest who is gay-friendly, but we have 
to get a stronger U.5. Hispanic queer organization going on a 
national level, I think, to really be able to nurture them and spend 
some money to develop the organizations down there. The 
money isn't going to come from Puerto Rico. We're going to have 
to send money down there. 


Loraine Hutchins is a National Co-ordinator for BiNet 
USA, and is just fabulous. 


GOOD VIBRATIONS 


A clean, well-lighted place for women and men to 
~ buy sex toys, books, and videos. Alternative erotic 
videos a speciality. Mail order, too. 


Toy Catalog $2 
Book & video catalog $2 


Good Vibrations 


1210 Valenicia #81 
San Francisco, CA 94110 


Anything That Moves 


Come To A Day 
Sweef Luxury 


Hteld In Your Stonor. Let Us Worship You Yn Your Sweet 

Beauty, Love You Unconditionally And Nurture You Complet ly. 

Yt Is Sime For Your Dody To Be Dathed, Fed , Massaged 
And Gared For Like No Other Sime. 

You will have the individual care of one, and the collective care of many. We will walk 

with you through your day, which will include a full body massage, luxurious feasting, 


games, dance and Fowert ul Ritual 


| Does Lars sound [tke something you would like to come to etther as a guest or a guide? 
Well, 11 did to the women who worked with me on my last benef! for Aoythiog hat Moves, 
and the response was outstanding. / have plans to continue lo reach out fo me community | 
this way and can fi onestly say t. gat participating in one of these fundraisers will feel like no \I 
olher event you have supported. | 
So if you live in the Pay ‘Area and are interested give me a call’ Flelen @ [- 415/642-1799 \i 
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; SD Cominc Our WEEK, TOURISTS 

Get EVEFUL aT Mt. RUSHMORE 
The following report is by Robert 
Bray, National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force field organizer went on a 10-day, 
600-mile, four-toewn organizing and gay 
visibdity tour of South Dakota. 

MownDaAy, Oct. 9, 1995, Rapip Crry, 
5.D....The tourists were startled and the 
granite bust of George Washington almost 
blinked in disbelief as National Coming 
Out Week kicked off with an "official 
photo op” for queer South Dakotans at the 
Mt. Rushmore National Memorial. 

First the group unfolded a giant rain- 
bow flag. Then they stepped up to the 
scenic viewpaint not far from where Cary 
Grant tried to escape the bad guys in the 
Hitchcock classic, “North By Northwest." 
Then they took a deep breath, struck a 
pose, shouted out a chorus for the local 
T.¥. news station - "Happy National 
Coming Out Day in South Dakota!" ~ 
and made history as gay, lesbian, and 
bisexual people came out in a big way here 
in Bisck Hulls country. One couple even 
staged an impromptu kiss-in practically 
under Teddy Roosevelt's nose. 

The tour is being sponsored by 
NGLTF and Free Americans Creating 
Equai Status of South Dakota, Inc. (or 
FACES) an appropnate acronym consid- 
ering the historic prohiles carved in Mi. 
Rushmore. FACES (formerly the S8.D. 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual Federation) is 
marking it's official incorporation this 
week. A very smail number of local groups 
existed here and there in the state before, 
including a PFLAG chapter in Sioux Falls, 
but FACES is the first statewide political, 
education and advocacy group in South 
Dakota. 

For more informaton and to make 
contnbutions contact Harry Wick and 
Free Americans Creating Equal Status of 
South Dakota, Inc., at 605-343-5577, 
facessd@aol.com, 13121 South Creekview 
Road, Rapid City, SD, 57702. 


From: GLAAD, SF Bay Area 

Billed as an effort to reduce network 
dependence on federal funds, the Public 
Broadcasting Service (PBS) has 
announced a partnership with the Reader's 
Digest Association, Inc. (PBS does not 


Ao rae, oo eee eee 


news brie(s 





produce any of lixown programming: but 


obtains broadcast material from varied 
sources). Reackr's Digest will invest $75 mil- 
lion over five years to develop "family-ori- 
ented" programming for initial broadcast 
on PBS television stations. | 
Unfortunately, Reader's Digest haa 
exhibited little excellence and much hamo- 
phobia over the years. The magazine has a 
record of reprinting homophobic articles, 


without any apparent concern for farness — - 


or accuracy. 

Reader's Digeet has consistently failed 
to reprint articles that take an affirmative 
approach to lesbian, gay or bisexual con- 
cerns. 

ACTION ALERT! Insist that PBS seek 
mmmedkate clarification from Reader's Digest, 
to ensure that "both partners' standards for 
family entertainment” specifically exclude 
homophobia and include support for far, 
accurate and diverse programming about 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender sub- 
jects. If Reader's Digest can make no such 
claim, then PBS must explain why they are 
doing business with ignorant bigots; at the 
very least, PBS should take extra effort to 
seek out equal or greater funding for posi- 
tively queer programming! 

Contract: Ervin Duggan, President, 
Public Broadcasting System, 1320 
Braddock Piace, Alexandria, VA 22314, 
tel. 703-739-5000, fax 703-739-5295, URL 
http:/Awww.pbs.org. Copy correspondence 
to your focal PBS affiliate(s) and to 
George V. Grune, Chair, The Reader's 
Digest Association Inc., Reader's Digest 
Road, Pleasantville, NY 10570, tel. 914- 
258-1000, fax 914-238-5324. 


From: GLAAD, SF Bay Area 

The Alabama State Board of 
Education has proven that it is anything 
but educated. Last month, the board unan- 
imously approved a motion to commend 
the Gadsden City (Alabama) Board of 
Education for its stand against the 
National Education Association's "support 
for the celebration of a Lesbian and Gay 
History Month as a:means of acknowledg- 


ing the contributions of lesbians, gays and - 
bisexuals throughout history.". The 


Gadsden City resolution stated: 

"Such a celebrahian does not reflect 
the mores and values of the citizens of 
Gadsden" ... "such an observance is-not 


aeeiiel ‘by the ae ieee of the: 


Gadsden City School District and the. — 


_ Gadsden City Board of Education." 


This month, the Alabama Board of | 
(Mis)Educaton voted to promote Biblical. 
"creationism" in the state's science text-_ 
books. Such books must indicate that, 
since no one was around te “witness" the 
"creation of life," evolutionary theory can- 
not be proven and is, therefore, no more 
plausible than ‘creationist” views. 
Alabama's governor, Fob James — who is 
also president of the state Board of 
Education — asserted his absolute faith in 
ty did not “descend from apes." 

Mocking Darwin's theory, the gov- 
ernor then proceeded to parade around 
like a monkey. 4 

ACTION ALERT! Write to: Gov. Fob _ 
James Jr. ; Dr. Ed Richardson, State 
Superintendent of Education and 
Secretary, Alabama Board of Education, 
5303 Gordon Persons Building, P.O. Box. 
302101, Montgomery, AL 36130-2101, tel. 
534-242-9955. Copy your correspondence 
to the state's most widely-circulated news- 
papers: "The Birmingham News," P.O. 
Box 2553, Birmingham, AL 35202-2553, 
fax 205-325-3545; "Mobile Press- 
Register," P.O. Box 2488, Mobile, AL 
36101-1000, fax 203-434-8662; 
"Montgomery Advertiser," Box 1000, 
Montgomery, AL 36101-1000, fax 206- 
261-1505. 


From: NGLTF : 

Nov. 7, 1995...Citizens of Maine 
rejected the latest —and what some are call- 
ing “new and improved" — attempt by the 
Sie ial Ricle-tc deny gure: loki lesbians and 
bisexuals protections against discrimina- 
tion and equal rights. 

With 71% of the votes counted, gay 
and lesbian activists in Mame declared vic- 
tory tonight over Measure One .— 
announcing that voters rejected, by 53.5%. 
Measure One would have overturned 





FronuThe Tradsceusl Menace 
WASHINGTON DO - October 4 
| Over 100 transgender/transexual 
activists and friends took to the nation's 
capital in the first National Gender 
Lobbying Day, dramatically exceeding 
organizers’ most optimistic predictions. 
For many this unprecedented and historic 
event marked the comingtof-age of the 
transgender movement as the first time 
_ actrvists from across the US have worked 
openly and in unison for national political 
change. It also seemed to signal a definitive 
step past the iconference culturei which 
has so long been the primary feature of the 

Dividing up the more than 500 Senate 
and House officeholders, Phyllis Frye of the 
Transgender Law Conference and Karen 

Kerm of Is Time America coordinated a 
largely successful effort to have each and 
every one of them lobbied by a transgender 
activist. The primary lobbying issues 
inchided employment discrimination, medi- 
cal care, and bias-related hate crimes. 
Other issues included discrimmation in the 
military, and prison conditions for transgen- 
dered inmates in Federal prisons. 

On a personal note, it was hard to 
describe going intq the Longworth 
Building cafeteria at noon and seeing table 
alter table of translobbyists at lunch. It 
was also fan watching Congressional 
staffers come in and slowly doing some 
classic doubie-takes (Yes... you've just 
entered GenderHELLLLL. *We® control 
your horizontal. “We* control your vern- 
cal. And *we* control your hormones.) St 
was also fun getting off the underground 
Congressional subway going to the House, 
only to watch a carload of transgender iob- 
byists boarding on the other side on their 
way to the Senate. Hey! Just your aver- 

age day in Congress, no?. 


From: NGLTF 

Washington, DC - October 25, 1995 
Over 250 national and community lead- 
ers and supporters packed the Hyatt 


‘Regency last night as the National Gay. 


and Lesbian Task Force (Ni GLTF) paid 
_ tribute to the Congressional Black Caucus 


— (CBC. a ea which featured a 


NEWS brte[s 





ssenaispssadionalicstiniGlonmicnesiil 


winning Sweet Honey and Rock, honored 
the CBC for their unfailing support of les- 
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender issues 


CBC chairman, Rep. Donald Payne 


(D-NJ), said the CBC would support. 


what was right regardiess of the politics af 
the day. "We will continue to be the con- 
science of Congress," said Payne. 
Accepting the award on behalf of the CBC, 
Payne urged cooperation in a common 
struggle. “We all must join hands and bat- 
tle oppression wherever it rears its ugly 


head across America." 


From: NGLTF 

Washington, DC — October 2, 1995 
— The National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force (NGLTF) is pleased to announce its 
latest publication, Zo Have and To Hold: 
Organizing for Our Right To Marry. Working 
in conjunction with the National Freedom 
To Marry Coalition, a working group of 
local, state and national organizations, 
NGLTF has created an organizing tool 
geared to teach activists how to win and 


' keep our freedom to marry to s t 


NGLTF's educational and organizing 
work. 

» Each guide ts $10 including shipping 
and handling. Please call (202) 532-6483, 
ext. 3215 for information on the manual or 
for bulk discounts for 5 or more guides. 


From: The Transexual Menace 
Colorado Spnngs, CO - October 
Sean O'Neill, a 20 year-old transgen- 
der person, has been charged with the sex- 
ual assault of 4 girls who claim they 
engaged in consensual sex on numerous 
occasions but were unaware that O'Neill, 
born Sharon Clark, was actually “a les- 
bian.” es who does nat use the words 
“tran " or “tranagendered,” reportedly 
has a fluid approach to gender and lives 
primarily as a man, prefering maie pro- 
nouns. Although the events in question 
occurred years ago when both O'Neill and 
the women were s, O'Neill is 
being charged with }1 felony counts, 
including sexual assault, cruninal mnper- 
sonation and sexual assault on a child. 
Total penalty is 32 years imprisonment, 
and O'Neill would be 52 upon release. 
Charges were onginally brought by 


Colorado Springs area, when O'Neill was 
picked up on a minor charge and admitted 
to having vaginal sex organs. His previous 
girlfriends refused cooperate in the prose- 
cution until intensely pressured by the PD, 
parents, and the DA's office. If successful, 
the case would effectively equate failure to 
disclose one's genitals/genital status as a 
‘criminal deception" and any resulting sex, 
consensual or not, as "sexual assault" or 
rape. This poses grave consequences for 
transpeople who are pre-operative or non- 
operative, and for trans-men who lack the 
$60,000 (or the desire) for a complete phal- 
lo-plasty. Under Colorado's interpreta- 
tion, the murder of transpeople (ike the 
bloody May 16 slaying of Deborah Forte 
following her date's discovery of her penis) 
could be defended on grounds of "justh- 
able homicide" since they would be 
engaged in the de facto “rape” of their 
assailants. This is strongly reminiscent of 
the odious "homosexual panic" defense, 
long used in conservative jurisdictions to 
justify the murders of gay men by offended 
straights. O'Neill's case is covered in detail 
in the October issue of OL/T Magazine by 
The Menace is planing a series of 
educational demonstrations im concert 
with local activists, the M-t-M community, 
and any interested Lesbian Avengers. 
Contact Riki@Pipeline.Com for further 
details. 
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Bi CommUNiry & Resources 


MIXED 
BAY AREA BISEXUAL NETWORK: 
Forum 3rd Thursday of each month, 7:30 
p.m. at Women's Bldg., 3543 18th St., SF. 
Topics of interest to members of the bi com- 
munity and ther friends. BABN also sponsors 
a speaker's bureau of bisexuals from diverse 
backgrounds, races, lifestyles, and cultures 
who speak on all topics and issues concerning 
bisexuality. Call 415-703-7977 voice mail 
box #1, or write BABN at 2404 California 
St, #24, SF, CA 94115, 
BI-FRIENDLY SAN FRANCISCO: 7:30 
p.m., Monday, at Muddy Waters Coffee 
House, 262 Church Street at Market, in San 
Francisco. Cait for Eilen and Coe for info 
415-703-7977 voice mail box #4 (Mondays 
may vary). If you would like a copy of Bi 
Friendly newaletter hand-delivered to your 
home im an unmarked envelope by a uni- 
formed government official once each month, 
send $12.00 check payable to Ellen Clary, 
P.O. Box 1088, Alameda, CA 94501. Mailing 
list is confidential. 
BIFRIENDLY EAST BAY: Tuesday, 7:30 
p.m., Au Coguelet, 2000 University at Milvia, 
in Berkeley. Hew is your host. Call Eien and 
Coe for information 415-703-7977 voice mail 
box #4, For newsletter info, see Bi Friendly 
San Francisco. 
B)-FRIENDLY OF THE PENINSULA: 2nd 
end 4th Mondays, 7:30 p.m. Join bisexual 
women and men for dinner and conversation 
at Viccolo Pizza, 473 University Ave., Palo 
Alto. Call Joyce, 415-856-6901. 
IBIPOL: The Bay Area Bi/Lesbian/Gay polit- 
ical action group. Meets monthly. Call 415- 
703-4977, voice mailbox #2 or write 584 
Castro St., #422, SF, CA 94114. 
MARIN BISEXUAL GROUP: Bi social/sup- 
port group meets ist and 3rd Wednesdays of 
every month in central Marin, Interested 
women & men call Larry at 415-454-5638. 
GAMES NIGHT: Every Saturday, 6-9:45 
p.m, at the Pacific Center, 2712 Telegraph 
Ave., Berkeley. About 25-30 bis, gays, and 
lesbians play cards, Scrabble, etc., or watch 
videos, Call 510-841-6224, 
LAVENDER SiG: A political and support 
network for fat bis, lesbians, gays, and their 
allies. Part of NAAFA, a human rights orga- 
mization. Send SASE to PO Box 210074, SF, 
CA 94121-0074. 
MOTHER GOOSE PRODUCTIONS: 
Sponsors monthly Jack & Jill Off social gath- 


erings for women, men, bi, gay, and lesbian. 
Send SASE to PO Box 3212, Berkeley, CA 
94703. 

SACRAMENTO AREA BISEXUAL NET- 
WORK: The purpose of this group is to edu- 
cate, politicize, socialize, and support one 
another, and publish 8i Word of Mouth 
newsietter. Send SASE to PO Box 189146, 


- Sacramento, CA 95818. 


SOCIETY OF JANUS: Educational pro- 
grams, parGes, newsletter, and mutual support 
for adults interested in consensual SM, BD, 
leather. Open to all sexual identities. Send 
SASE to PO Box 426794, SF, CA 94142- 
6794. Hotline: 415-985-7117. 

BI WOMEN AND MEN OPEN RAP: Every 
777? Sunday, 7~8:50 p.m., Pacific Center, 
2712 Telegraph Ave., Berkeley. Call 

510/841 7977? 

There are more groups forw women and men 
under the categories Ethnic/of ColorD and 
Parenting and Family. 

There are TDD numbersfor hearing-impaired 
bis under the categories Ethnic/Of Color, 
“Health,” and “Student & Youth.” 


BAY AREA BISEXUAL WOMEN’S NET- 
WORK: Offer support/discussion groups, — 
sponsor workshops, and organize women- 
only ¢vents and social activities. Newsletter 
listing events and support groups. To receive 
newsletter ($5/yr) or list women’s group or 
women’s event, call 415-485-1015 (evenings 
only). 

BISEXUAL WOMEN’S SUPPORT GROUP: 
ist and 3rd Sundays, 7 p.m. at the Unitarian 
Church, Rm. 6, 505 E. Charleston, Palo Alto. 
Call 415-961-9590 or Susan at 415-493-0406. 
BI WOMEN’S GROUP: Bisexual and bi- 
curious women have monthly potlucks in 
Palo Alto for support and socializing. eal 
Tme at 415-323-4227. 

EAST BAY BI WOMEN’S SUPPORT 
GROUP: Meets on the fourth Thursday of 
each month. To learn more, call Renee at 
510-841-2101, 

LESBIAN AVENGERS: Direct action group 
of lesbian, bisexual, and transgender women 
focused on issues vital to our survival & visi- 
bility. Open to all women, 415-267-6195. 
SAN FRANCISCO BISEXUAL WOMEN’S 
SUPPORT GROUP: Meets on the Ist three 
Wednesday evenings, 7-9 p.m. at Amazing 
Grace on Church St. near Market. For info, 
cali ingrid at 415-775-2620. 


Youth,” 


WOMEN’S BISEXUAL NETWORK GF — 


SANTA CRUZ & THE GREATER MON- 
TEREY BAY AREA: Resource and referral - 
service for bi women. Call 408-427-4556 
(voice mail). ) 

WOMEN’S COMING OUT SUPPORT 
GROUP: Every Wednesday, 6-7:30 p.m. at 
the Pacific Center, 2712 Telegraph Ave., 
Berkeley. Focuses on coming out fo self, 
friends, family, workplace. All women wel- 
come. Newcomers arrive at 5:45 pm. Cali 
310-841-6224. 

WOMEN'S SPIRITUALITY GROUP: Meets 
monthly in Marin. Open to lesbians, bisexual, 
and heterosexual women. Cali Spectrum 
Center for Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual 
Concerns at 415-457-1115. 

WOMEN’S ELECTRONIC MAIL NET- 
WORK: ba.sanpho for bi women and 
lesbians. BIFEM for bisexual women and - 
transsexuals. 

There are more groups for women under the 
categories “Ethnic/Of Color,” “Student & 
Youth,” Pi 


ME 
BISEXUAL MEN’S THERAPY GROUP: 
Focuses on relationship and commumication 
issues, Call Ron Fox, M.S., MFCC at 415- 
751-6714, Fee. 
GAY MEN’S RAP GROUP: Every Monday, 
7:45-9:50 p.m. at the Pacific Center, 2712 
Telegraph AVE. Berkeley, 75-160 gay and 
bisexual men pather together, then divide into 
discussion’ groups by topic. Cali 510-548- 
$283. 
MARRIED/ONCE MARRIED Bi AND. GAY 
MEN’S RAP GROUP: Every Wednesday, 8- 
9:50 pm. Pacific Center, 2712 Telegraph 
Ave., Berkeley. Call 510-548-8283. _ 
MEN’S RESOURCE HOTLINE: Listing of 
men's groups and resources dedicated toa _ 
positive change ‘in male roles and relation- 
ships. Call Gordon at 415-453-2839. 
MOVE (MEN OVERCOMING VIO- 
LENCE): Provides group and individual 
counseling for men who batter and communi- 
ty education on the issues of sexism, mas- 
culinity, and mate violence. Call 
415-626-6683. | 
There are more groups for men under the cat- 
égories Friant hs Colne ss “Student and | 
“Health.” 
AMASSI. Provides support, affirmation, and 
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-enmphasizing - 
Kiso -Ainaiizane. Provides individual and cou- 
ples counseling, support groups, AIDS educa- 
tion and support, outreach, and community — 
training inside the Afro-American communi-— 


ty: 3449 Martin Luther King, Jr, Way, - 


Oakland, CA 94609, Cail §10-601-9066. 


ARAB BI/LESBIAN/GAY NETWORK: 


Biflesbian/gay people of Arab heritage. 
Socia,] political, educetional. Write PO Box 
460526, SF;CA 94114. 

ASIAN PACIFIC ISLANDERS GAY/BI . 
MEN'S RAP: Every Tuesday, 6:30-7:50 p.m., 
Pacific Center, 2712 Te Ave., 
Berkeley, CA. Call 510-548-8283. 

ASIAN PACIFICA SISTERS: and Asian 
Pacific Leshian & Bisexual Network. 
Organization by and for Asian and/or Pacific 
Islander worsen who are lesbians and bisexu- 
als, Monthly meetings. For times, dates, & 


other info, call 510-814-2422. 


BI MEN OF COLOR GROUP: Support and 
social, Cail Bill at 510-540-0869. 

BLACK GAY/BI RAP: Every Wednesday, 8- 
9:36 p.m, Pacific Center, 2712 ‘Telegraph 
Ave., Berkeley, CA. Call $10-548-8283. 
BLACK MEN’S. EXCHANGE: Every Friday, 
8 p.m., 40-70 men of African-American her- 
itage and diverse sexual expressions meet for 
social support and empowerment at AMASSI, 
3419 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way, Oakland, 
CA. A development comunittee meets sepa- 
rately to -plan events. Oakland snd 
national headquarters: 510-839-9138. Other 
chapters listed under the category “Bis | 
Beyond the Bay”. | 

GAY ASIAN/PACIFIC ALLIANCE | 
(GAPA): Bi/Gay men of Asian and Pacific _ 
Island heritage. Sponsor events and the | 
GAPA men’s chorus. Publish magazine 
Lavender Godzilla: Voices of Gay and 
Bisexual Asian Pacific Men. Write PO Box 
421884, SF, CA 94142, Catt 415-282-GAPA 
JEWISH BISEXUAL CAUCUS: Discussion, 
support, social. Meets monthly. Cail p.m. at 
415-337-4566. 

LAVENDER DRAGON SOCIETY: Group 
where Chinese and Chinese-American gay 
and bisexual men get to be Chinese and queer 
at the same time. Call Daniel at 415-992- 
2656. 


| LYRIC (LAVENDER YOUTH RECRE- 


ATION AND INFORMATION CENTER): 


‘Groups for young African-Americans. Many 


other groups. Se habla espanol; Nagsasslita — 


kami ag Tagalog. Call the hotline for sched- 


ule: 415-863-3636 in San Francisco; else- 
where, 800-246-PRIDE: TDD¥ - 


| 415-431-8812. Also see the “Student & 


Youth” category, - 


_SISTER LOVE: Every Thursday, 7 p.m. at 


AMASSI, 3419 Martin Luther King, Jr., Way, 


, ‘Oakland, CA. For women who love women. : 
woes 





gS ti emphases Afro Amen. ‘cas’ 
ng © served. Call 510-601 9066.:.’ 
3X 3: BI PEOPLE OF ‘COLOR: 


Resoure/sapporvpliialaeon/ecial group 
building coalitions for a‘bi community that 
empowers all people. Call 415-703-7977, 
yoice mailbox #3. 

There are more groups for men of color 


under the category “Health.” There is a. 


group for people of color under the caMegory 
ae A? ; 





EDUCATION TV CHANNEL (ETV C): 


Open, supportive gender group with more 
than 400 members from 23 states and three 


foreign countries. Serves educational, social, 


support, and recreational needs of 
transvestites, transsexuals, and others whose 
social role differs from the role considered 
appropriate for their genetic sex. For info or 
newsletter, write PO Box 6486, SF, CA 
94E01. Send $2 for directory of support 
groups and computer builetin boards. 
RAINBOW GENDER ASSOCIATION 
(RGA): Meets Ist and 3rd Fridays of each 
month in San Jose. Write RGA, PO Box 
706730, San Jose, CA 75170. . 
TRANSGENDERED SUPPORT GROUP: 
Every Monday, 7 p.m. at AMASSI, 3419 
Martin Lather King, Jr. Way, Oakland, CA. 
For TGs of diverse ethnic backgrounds and: 
sexual orientations; emphasizes Afro- . 
Americans. Food is served. Call 510-601- 
9066. 


| STUBENT & YOUTH 
ANDROGYNOUS BISEXUAL CLUB 
(ABC): Formed at Santa Rosa Junior College 
in April ‘93. Leave message at Student — 
Activities Office, 707-527-4424. 


BLUR: a supportive social youth ace for 


young people who don’t fit Into society's 
either/or categones. We sponsor events and 
discussions about what it means to be young | 
and bi in the ‘90s. The group ts open to bisex- 
uals and these exploring sexual identity who 
are 27 of younger. Call 415-648-9384, 

BLUR BRIGADE: We take action in our | 
communities for political, social, or cultural 
change. The group is open to bisexuals and 
those exploring sexual Adeallty wile are 27 or 
younger. Cail 415-648-9384. 3 
BISEXUALS, GAY, AND LESBIANS AT 
DAVIS: social, educational, and support. 
Write 433 Russell Blvd., Sacramento, CA : 
95616. Bs 

COMING OUT YOUTH GROUP: Meets at 
LYRIC (Lavender Youth Recreation and. 
Information Center}. Support group for gay, — 
bi, lesbian, transgender, and 


questioning: 
_ youth: Call hothine at 415-863-3636 for 


schedule in'San Francisco; elsewhere 800- 
246-PRIDE. TDD# 415-431-8812. 


GAY AND LESBIAN ALLIANCE (GALA): 


+ iGay, lesbian, and bi students at Senta Rosa’ 


others, serve.on panels in sociology and-psy- 
chology classes, sponsor parties, and provide 
good role. modeis for relationships. GALA 
mests weekly September to May. Leave mes- 
sage at Student Activities Office 707-527- 
44274. 

GAY/LESBIAN ALLIANCE AT SONOMA 
STATE (GLASS): Leave message at Student 
Union 707-664-2382, | 
LESBIAN/GAY/BI ALLIANCE AT SF 
STATE: Support, events, newsletter. Write 
LGBA, Room 100A, Student Union Bldg, SF 
State University, SF, CA 94132, | 
LESBIAN/GAY/BI ALLIANCE AT SAN. : 
JOSE STATE: Social and educational group 
at San Jose State University, 408-236-2002. 
MULTICULTURAL BULESBIAN/GAY 
ASSOCIATION (MBLGA)AT UC BERKE- 
LEY: Call 510-642-6942. 

NEW HORIZONS: Every Thursday, 7:45- 
9:30 p.m. at Spectrum, 1000 Sir Francis 


| Drake Bivd., #12, San Anselmo, CA: Support 


group for lesbian, gay, bi, and questioning | 
young adults, age 22-29. Call 415-457-2115, 
RAINBOW’'S END: Every Thursday, 6:30- 
8:30 p.m. at Spectrum,1000 Sir Francis Drake 
Bivd., #12, San Anseimo, CA. Support group 
for lesbian, gay, bi, and questioning youth, 
age 14-23, 415/457-1115. 

23 OR UNDER GROUP: Every Saturday, — 
1;30-3 p.m., 40-60 gays, bis, and lesbians 
through age 23 gather for support and discus- 
sion at the Pacific Center, 2712 Telegraph 
Ave., Berkeley, CA, 510-548 8285. 

YOUNG MEN’S. GROUP: Every Friday, 7-9 
pan. at LYRIC. Support group for young men 


_ age 12-23 who are gay, bi, transgender, or 


questioning. Call 415-863-3636 in San 
Francisco; elsewhere 800-246-PRIDE, TDD#¥ 


435-431-8812. 


YOUNG WOMEN’S GROUP: Every 


_ Monday, 7-9 p.m. at LYRIC. Support group 


for young women age 12-23 who are lesbian, 


bi, transgender, or questioning. Call 415-863- 


3636 in SF, elsewhere 800-246-PRIDE, 
TDD# 415-431-8812. There are also groups 
for youth listed under “Health” and 
“Transgendered”. 


HEALTH & SUPPORT 
AIDS HEALTH PROJECT: Support group 
for gay and bi men who are. HIV+. Support 
group for gay and bi men who are HIV nega- 
tive. Structured 8-week groups meet at the 
agency, Ongoing groups meet in private 
homes; individual therapy. Call 415-476- 
3902, : 
BAY POSITIVES: A support group for 


young people who test positive. Call Julie 
‘Graham at 415-386-4615. 


CURAS: Prevention and education referral - 
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by Cianna Stewart 


As I wander around 
in my sex-talk-filled daily 
life, I keep hearing a few 
questions over and over 
again. So some of you may 
have these same queries... 


Whats the deal with 
oral sex? Is it safe or not? 

Ahhh... The reports 
and stories on both sides 
abound. The facts show 
that there are some record- 
ed cases where oral sex 
(usually performed on men, 
a few cases on women) has 
been noted as the only possible route of HIV transmission. 
However, balanced against what we gather are huge numbers of 
people who are having unprotected oral sex and continue to test 
negative, this seems like a really inefficient route of transmis- 
sion, And there have been conflicting studies on couples where 
one is negative and the other positive—some stay that way, and 
some of the negative partners get HIV. So, many agencies have 
placed oral sex in a “low risk” category. This does not mean “no 
risk.” And of course the debate rages because people want oral 
sex to be safe. More than anything else, having something 
between your tongue and someone else's skin is just frustrating 
and often too great a reminder of what we're up against for a lot 
of people to have a good time. Add to this the fact that some 
researchers find that people (especially gay men in these stud- 
ies) have a hard time admitting if they've engaged in any other 
“risky” activities. What that means for us, average people who 
like to suck, is that we have to make decisions about how much 
risk is acceptable. Are you willing to do something that could 
get you infected? 

Further relevant information: A couple of studies indicate 
HIV is present in much higher concentrations in precum than 
in semen. And there have been studies now on vaginal fluids 
which show that there seems to be an almost comparable 
amount of HIV as in semen, particularly because HIV-infected 
women have a high rate of vaginal ulcers, yeast infections, and 
other things which cause the white blood cells (which house 
HIV) to collect down there. 


I just love putting my fingers in little holes (and making them 
want to get bigger). But I go through those little bags of latex gloves 
so fast (and I make supermarket checkers suspicious since I buy so 
many). Where can I get them in boxes? 

If you happen to live in a city, you can often find them in 
drugstores in the pharmacy area. Another really good place to 
try is beauty supply houses—they just think you're into hair- 
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dying. You can always mail order them from Good Vibrations 
in San Francisco or another sex-toy shop. If you want the abso- 
lute best (but also the most expensive), try making a connection 
with someone in the medical field, like a friend who works at a 
hospital, and see if they can hook you up with surgeons’ gloves 
(They even come in correct glove sizes...) 


How long do I have to be together in a monogamous relation- 
ship before we can stop using latex? 

This is a very personal decision that has no rules. The 
usual rap is that if each of you tests negative twice, in tests six 
months apart, and you have had no possible exposures to HIV 
in that time or after the second test, then you can consider your- 
selves safe. Some things to consider: there are cases where HIV 
has been in someone’s system for longer than six months before 
it shows up in a test; you both have to be aware of all the pos- 
sible routes of transmission (not just sex) to know whether or 
not you are at risk of being exposed; there are people who have 
been infected and have not been able to identify any known 
route of transmission (although this number is low); and you 
both have to be absolutely truthful —- something which is often 
hard on such an emotionally volatile subject, when someone's 
answer might affect whether or not you have sex. You also 
should discuss how to deal with it if one of you should “slip” or 
“have an affair,” especially if it involved some unprotected sex. 
You'll have to deal with not only the emotional, but also the 
physical, ramifications of that. It is hard to change your own 
sexual patterns inside a relationship, but it can be necessary to 
stay safe. Protect yourselves again, and get re-tested over the 
following six months. I was also just told about a book target- 
ing men called Why You Should Use a Condom With Your Spouse 
by Paul Reed, which discusses this in depth. 

Keep in mind also that safer sex is not only about HIV, 
but is essential for keeping you from getting or passing recur- 
rent STDs (sexually transmitted diseases) like herpes or hepat- 
itus B. 

My baseline is always: If you're worried about it, that will 
interfere with having good sex, and could interfere with being 
comfortable in the relationship. 


Remember: We know you already enjoy sex. Learning to 
enjoy sex safely usually means enjoying it for a really long time. 


Cianna P. Stewart is a prevention educator for 
Living Well Project: Asian and Pacific Islander AIDS 
Services in San Francisco. She is committed to making 
sure people are having really good sex. 


Anything That Moves 


ANYTHING THAT MOVES 


on. aon pe Taw, | 
| thar -somMe People \ 
Mant nd te 
Sort of ---- 






Im so GLAD you've ) Wel\, ma live Live found the 
decided to march. | te ve aS PERFECT shirt for 
(WITR me in Ws Year's You +o Wear, Joo! 



















Prvae. Lovrode! > 
me —_ RE OBJECTIONABLE ° 
: 1 , ¥ ity ek z e | 


——— 









Hey... Were here to make People =J Looks |\¥e we're 
QUESTION ther assumptfons aloef | Qethna qerte a 
cexpalyu! PLUS uv shows Chat we | S "RESPONSE! 
YVave a sense of WUMOE about “hes Ge eed 
wlnole ertuathen! if ar) omnes | — >| a 
OFFENDED, they... DESERVE 


VA OKT :-- 
































lookik Atha SMUG Bitch 
shows, of F her Guy"... be 
Tat \jrew Moms so PROUD of her 
N- NEXT Log | pigrey +Anat she's ooo y argnie vie 
‘ Nar Lon A aut... an crete = 
Be Pape nauiee, oe Shaves age | 
AO* CoTTEN" one of us! Well, We can) and we nave to stop em ALL | 
foecein' RANE ner Lasigian mw Ass'{\oe fore “We Yoo LATE !'\ 


, 
=a) ain aD OP EE BORE FZ0° a 
1 ) F . ee ; * hy j \ | ‘ 
\ 


Thet.. Bl PRIPE 
wl looks ZEAL. / 
wy -. Meave-- 
























aloomeh of Sick PERVERIS 

















Issue #10 1995 








send us a kiss 





SUBSCRIBE TO 


ANYTHING 


THAT MOVES 












7 4 issues - $25 
‘1 8 issues - $45 : 
7 Foreign/Group (4d : SS \ 
7 Institutions (4 ig 

“) Limited incon D . 
J Sponsorshinigr N cas kK You! | = ae . a 
(to help subsidize pay full rate.) 





a 









Additional donation (help keep" 


im The 


i, 





e's #10.) 


su 


Send to BABN, 2404 California Street #24, San Francisco, CA 94115 
Please Make checks payable to BABN. 





Wy Star fon with issue# 


"Anything That Moves." Anything That Moves, no. 10, Winter 1996. Archives of Sexuality and Gender, https://link. gale. 
com/apps/doc/EFFTCM609570529/AHSI?u=wash_main&sid=AHSI&xid=b8 158874. Accessed 21 Aug. 
2020. 


